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Locating and Using County Business Patterns Data 
on the Internet

This guide provides steps to access County Business Patterns (CBP) 
data using the CBP web-site.

The most current CBP data will also be available on American 
FactFinder, but will not be released there for several weeks.

Please note that the CBP website is being revised so the screen shots 
shown in these instructions may not exactly match the current pages. 

The procedures to access the data will remain the same, so you can 
use the following instructions to obtain the data you are seeking.

U.S. Census Bureau
Economic Planning and Coordination Division
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1. Go to www.census.gov 2. Click “Subjects A to Z”
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3. Click the letter “C”

4. Choose  “County Business Patterns”
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5. Click 1st drop down box 
to select data for U.S., 
states, or counties.
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Starting point to 
display U.S., 
state, or county 
data
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Select a state or click 
the pull down tab to 
choose a county 
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Click here to select 
greater industry detail

Selected county

Noise Infusion – A method for 
maintaining data confidentiality

Year selector – the most 
recent data is the default
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Click here to compare data across 
same the same geographic level

6-Digit NAICS is the most detailed 
industry data available from CBP
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NAICS 238350 now compared 
across all Maryland counties Cell disclosures
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Export buttons to save data 
in .txt or csv formats

Click here to choose a 
New geographic area
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Noise Flag Definitions
G - Low Noise Infusion
H - Medium Noise Infusion
D - Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual companies; 

data are included in higher level totals
S – Withheld because estimate did not meet publication 
standards

Note:  Flags are links to popup box definitions
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Puerto Rico and Island Areas & 
Metro Business Patterns data 
display the same as County 
Business Patterns
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Enter individual Zip Code  
to view data



14

Click here to download 
complete data sets
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Record layouts and reference links
for industry and geography

Separate data files for each geography
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North American Industry Classification 
System (NAICS) reference
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State/County reference
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Record Layout for 
U.S. file
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Large data files 
are compressed in 
.ZIP format 
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County file only has 
establishment counts 
(fields beginning with “n”) 
by employment size 

Column Headings are in first row.
Data is displayed in Comma-Separated 
Values (csv) format.
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The U.S. file and state files also 
contain employment, first quarter 
payroll, and annual payroll by 
employment size.
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U.S. Census Bureau Contacts

Media: Public Information Office
301-763-3030

General Public: Customer Services Center
301-762-4636

Technical Assistance: County Business Patterns Staff
Economic Planning and 
Coordination Division
301-763-2580
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