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Webinar Outline

e Release Schedule
e ACS Basics

e What's New?

— Data Product Changes
— Methodological Improvements
— ZIP Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAS)

* Topic Briefs
 Comparison Guidance
 Navigating Census Bureau Websites

United States”

Census

U.S. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU




2011 ACS Release Schedule

2011 1-Year Estimates (Geographic Areas of 65,000+)

e Tuesday, September 18: Embargo Release

 Thursday, September 20: Public Release

2009-2011 3-Year Estimates (Geographic Areas of 20,000+)
 Tuesday, October 23: Embargo Release

e Thursday, October 25: Public Release

2007-2011 5-Year Estimates (All Geographic Areas)

« Tuesday, December 4. Embargo Release

« Thursday, December 6: Public Release
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2011 ACS PUMS Release Schedule

* Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) files
contain individual housing unit and person
records with limited geography to ensure
confidentiality

e 2011 1-Year PUMS file: October 25
e 2009-2011 3-Year PUMS file: December 6
e 2007-2011 5-Year PUMS file: January, 2013
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Basics: The Survey

e Fully implemented in 2005

e Ongoing survey that samples over 3.5 million
addresses per year

* Collects data on a wide range of demographic,
social, economic, and housing characteristics

e Multiple data collection modes
* Internet option beginning 2013

e Publishes annual estimates for small geographic
areas and population groups
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Basics: The Estimates

« Describe the average characteristics over a
specific period of time

— 1 year (12 months)
— 3 years (36 months)
— 5 years (60 months)

Do not represent a single point in time

e 5-year estimates are NOT an average of five 1-
year estimates

United States”

Census

U.S. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU




Basics: The Estimates

« 5-year estimates cover period from Jan. 1, 2007
to Dec. 31, 2011

* Geographic boundaries as of Jan. 1, 2011

« Dollar values inflation adjusted to 2011 dollars
e Over 11 billion characteristic estimates

e Over 700,000 unique geographic areas

e Estimates published at census tract and block
group level
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Basics: Geography

Percentage with Published ACS
Estimates

United States 100 100 100
State, DC, Puerto Rico 100 100 100
County or equivalent 26 59 100
Place (incorporated places and census

designated places) 2 7 100
Unified School District 8 27 100
Census Tract 0 0 100
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Basics: 5-Year Data Products

e Subset of the 1-Year and 3-Year Data Products
— Fewer Detailed Tables
— No Ranking Tables
— No Comparison Profiles
— No Selected Population Profiles
— No Narrative Profiles

o Contains Fewer Topics
— No Health Insurance Coverage (2008-2012)
— No Disability Status (2008-2012)
— No Marital History (2008-2012)
— No Field of Bachelor’'s Degree (2009-2013)
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http://[factfinder2.census.gov

U.S. Censﬁs Bureau

AME =
P LIL tFl nder ( ) Feedback FAOs Glossary Help

WHAT WE PROVIDE USING FACTFINDER English  Espaiiol
Your source for population. =
| housing. economic. and : g,ﬂ.
Search using the options below: geographic information .
Topics ’

i dataset, ...
| me oA S aTe ) | American FactFinder works with Mozilla Firefox 3.6 and fddress Search

Microsoft Internet Explorer 7. Other browsers may not

perform as expected. Find Census data by
ertering & street address.

Geographies ’
[states, counties, places, ..

Race and Ethnic Groups ’
[race, ancestry, trike)

Enter search term(s) and click 'G0" &)

Yiesy the American FactFinder

Industry Codes ’ Data Release Schedule

[MAICE incustry, ... topic or table name state, county ar place (opticnal)
| | for | | m Dowvnload large volume data from the

*topics  {racefncestry O industries Census Bureau’s FTP Site
Quick Facts L .
| ' i ' Reference Maps
Stk ensy:acpeset fataabn D use the options on the left to begin your search

people, business, and geography.

Reference Maps show selected

Select the US. or 5 state to begin: | Nawis and Notes SELEMALLEDAIE S geodraphic boundaries for an area along
United States LI m Aug 30, 2012 il with orierting festures, such as roads.
Advance Report for Selected Characteristics of the WS, [zland Areas - The LS. | United States ;I m

Cenzus Bureau today releazed the Advance Report for Selected Characteristics for
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Selecting 2007-2011 ACS 5-Year Estimates

U.S. Census Bureau

MAIN SEARCH WHAT WE PROVIDE USING FACTFINDER

Search - Use the options on the left (topics, geographies, ...) to narrow your searc

Your Selections Search Results:

| "'our Selections’ iz empty |

Salected: » View g | Download % Compare r| Clear A

Harrow your search: |

1. Expand Topics

Search using the options below:
Tnp:ics v Select Topics

{age, income, year, dataset, ...}

Select Topics to add to "Your Selections’ 0

Geographies b _— 2. Expand Dataset
(states, counties, places, ...} + People
=+ Housing
Race and Ethnic Groups + Business and Industry
(race, ancestry, tribe) b + Year 3 SEIeCt 2007'2011
+ Product Type _— ACS 5-year
Industry Codes b + Prograrng .
(NAICS industry, ...) 2 Nt it estimates
| 2011 ACS S-year estimates (2,143 |
EEQ Occupation Codes b 2011 ACS 3-vear estimates (2,751)
(executives, analysts; ..} 2011 ACS 1-year estimates (2,247)

2011 Annual Survey of Manufactures (3)
2011 Pooulation Estimates (3}
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Selecting Product Type

U.S. Census Bureau

MAIN SEARCH WHAT WE PROVIDE USING FACTFINDER

Search - Use the options on the left (topics, geographies, ...) to narrow your sean

Your Selections

Search Results: 7-25 of 2,743 tables and other products match "You

Search using... Selected: = View g | Download %| Compare | Clear
Datazet:
2011 ACS S-year estimates €

Narrow your search: |

clear all selections and
start a new =search

1. Expand Topics

10 Table, File or Documpen

Search using the options below: CLOSE X

Topics -
{age, income, yedr, dataset, ...)

' 2. Expand Product

Select Topics to add to "Your Selections’ 9

Type
i +| People
Geographies ;
{ztates, counties, places, ...} ) I 1.I;lr::;}.[rm|:'|.g1r
Race and Ethnic Groups b = Product Type 3. Select Product

| Data Profie (5] |

Detailed Table (942}
Geography Comparizon Table (1, 128)
Geography Header (1)
CQuick Table (5)
Subject Table (63}
+ Document Type
+ Dataset

irace, ancestry, trine)

Industry Codes ’
(MAICS industry, ...}

EEQ Occupation Codes ’
(executves, analysts, ...}
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Selecting Geography

U.S. Census Bureau

MAIN SEARCH WHAT WE PROVIDE USING FACTFINDER

Expand
Geographies

\
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Search - Use the options on the left (topics, geographies, ...) to narrow your search results

Your Selections Search Results:

| “our Selections’ iz em | i - , = .
{ Pty | Solected: | View g | Download % Compare | Clear All 9

Harrow your search: | | m

Search using the options below:

{ Tﬂpi{,.‘s b

(age, income, year, dataget ...}

Select Geographies

Geographies -

{ebiies ooinbes pires ) Select geographies to add to Your Selections 0

Didn't find vour geographic type? Try the Name, Address or Map geography search options instead.

Race and Ethnic Groups b
(race, ancestry, tribe}

. Select 3 geographic type:

Industry Codes b
(NAICS industry, ..)

EED Occupation Codes b
(executives, analysts, ...}

.................... County Subdivizion
.................... Cenzus Tract
.......... Place within State
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Selecting Geography

U.S. Census Bureau

R1AIN SEARCH WHAT WE PROVIDE USING FACTFINDER Feedback

Search - Use the options on the left (topics, geographies, ...) to narrow your search results

Your Selections Search Results:

| “Your Selections’ is empty ‘

Selected:  |® View & | Download % Compare | Clear All 0

Narrow your search: | ‘

Search using the options below:

Topics b '
(age, income, year, datazet, ...)

Address

SeIeCt — Gﬂfﬂr!n!ﬁﬂn

Address (states, counties, places, ) Enter a street address, city and state, or a street address and ZIP code. Click 'Go". )

Mote: address search will use the latest available address data beginning with 2011 and working backwards, hase

Race and Ethnic Groups b Selections.

(race, ancestry, tribe} . .
afrect address ity sfate zip

e , 1201 N. Scoville | |0ak Park | | inois =] [so302] | co |

(NAICS industry, ...)

EEO Occupation Codes b Select one or more Search Results and click View

(executives analyzts, ..}
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Data Profiles

rICAN

U.S. Census Bureau i*:ﬁ(_'.tFiIlder

MAIN SEARCH WHAT WE PROVIDE USING FACTFINDER Feedback FAQs Glossary Help

Results - Click Back to Search to select other tables or geographies

4 BACKTO SEARCH Result 1 of 1 VIEW ALL AS POF

DPO2 ‘ SELECTED SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS IN THE UNITED STATES @
2006-2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

| Census Tract 8124, Cook County,
[ Cook County, llingis Qak Park village, lllinois | Mingis
[ Percent Margin of ] Percent Margin of
Subject Percent Error Percent | Error Percent | Percent Margin of Error
| EDUCATIOMAL ATTAINMENT ' ' ' i
i Population 25 years and over | 3,413,901 | (X)| 35401 | (4] 2347 0o |
| Less than 9th grade ' 8.2% | #1-0.1 1.2% | +1-0.4 0.0% | +-1.4
| sthto 12th grade, no diploma | 86% | 01| 26% | +-0.6 0.0% | 1.4 |
| High =chool graduate {includes equivalency) | 24.9% | +-0.2 9.0% | +-1.2 5.5% ' +-3.F
| Some college, no degree | 19.0% | +02 | 14.8% | +I-15 8.3% | +4-37 |
| A=sociate's degree | 6.2% | +-0.1 5.5% | +-0.8 4.7% | +-28
| Bachelors degree | 201% | +02| 323% | +-198|  299% | 56 |
Graduate or profez=ional degree | 13.1% | +/-0.1 34.6% | +H-1.7 51.6% i +-7.8
i i | | i
| | Percent high school graduate or higher | 83.2% | +-02| 962% | +-0.7 100.0% ' +-1.4
| | Percent bachelor's degree or higher | 33.2%| +-0.2| 66.9% | #422|  816% | +6.8 |
United States" U.S. Department of Commerce
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Geographic Comparison Tables (GCTs)

 GCTs assist in comparing across geographies
e /8 characteristics
* Allow for comparisons across

— States

Counties

Places

Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas
Combined Statistical Areas

Congressional Districts

Urban/Rural Areas

Urbanized Areas

PUMAS

School Districts

American Indian Areas/Alaska Native Areas/Hawaiian Home
Lands/Alaska Native Regional Corporations
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Geographic Comparison Tables (GCTs)

U.S. Census Bureau l*dttFlndeI‘

MAIH SEARCH WHAT WE PROVIDE USING FACTFINDER Feedback FAQs Glossary Help

Results - Click Back to Search to select other tables or geographies

4 BACKTO SEARCH Result 1 of 1 VIEW ALL AS PDF

GCT1501 PERCENT OF PEOPLE 25 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAVE COMPLETED HIGH SCHOOL (INCLUDES EQUIVALENCY) -
State -- Place and (in selected states) County Subdivision

Universe: Population 25 years and over 0

2006-2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Geography: I Minois vl
> [ Geographic Area Percent | Margin of Error |
_| minoi= 252 | +-0.1 |
sutfrg PLACE | |
| Abingden city, linois 79.8 | 4.4 |
= Adair COP, Minois 67.5 | +-13.3 |
£ Addieville village, linois 81.6 | +-12.7 |
| Addizon village, linois 79.2 | =28 |
Adeline vilage, Hinois 254 | +-14.8 |
| Albany village, linois 89.3 | 4.2 |
Albers village, linois 88,9 | ~-5.3 |
| Albion city, linois 86.1 | 4.1 |
Aledo city, llingis 86.6 | +H-3.7 |
| Alexis vilage, lingis 966 | +-26 |
Algonquin willage, linois 93.9 | =i-1.9
| Alhambra village, Hinois 79.6 | +16.8 |
Allendale vilage, llinois 79.8 | 9.1 |
| Allenville vilage, llinois 80.7 | +-16.5 |
Allerton village, llinois 89.3 | +/-10.2 |
| Alma village, linois 783 | +-8.3 |
Alartan arillancs Hinais x| atTE|
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Summary Files

B £20105mi0010000.txt - Notepad

O -

File Edit Format Yiew Help
5
0
2
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
I
0
1
3
3]
0
g
5
§
0
0

Lo Y o R I S Y L R s et I - N, AT L B e R Y Y s e )
[ Ko oo P e B o o o e e N s B e e B o i e Bt I RN e B

ted text files

Imi

Set of comma-

del
 All Detailed Tables

estimates
e Avalilable via FTP

Block Group

available
e Only source for

site or DataFerrett

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Summary File Retrieval Tool

T PO SummanFileDataReirievallos] V1.0.05.xkm - Micasoft Excel
Home | Insen  Pegelayout  Fomuls  Dats  Redew  View  MP SAS 545 Solubiens

=TI ) . Loam - - | B gl Gemoet- E

B By - Calitri i AN - ¥ i Genera ha B B oaee - | -
Faste . Sy A o® 35 R Conditionsl Fomst  Cel

, Bru SrAr EEWIE G- S w0 W Comen foms c L e

- ]
A
S y File Data Retrieval Tool
1 Version 1.0.0.8
2 OVERVIEW

3 | geographic area, a dato: RN

ol 7: Sebect a major geographic area and dataset

This spreadsheet contalns a macro that retrieves data from the American Communiiv Survey Summary Files. Using pull-down menus, the user selects a

Hllea tormat at:

4 | https/fwww?.cancut ge ] ™ -
5 Seboct a s | M Hchigen 2| 1 o
6 | INSTRUCTIONS — e ] -~ bl L L
7 ik Brochet: | SNSOOCEO0SEONTY -l ~r = * " 7 x r
ik F oy -y e .- ' g ':I' H
£ 1. Be sure that you have & ot R TR
9 Toenablaamacro inl L iu a2 e BEREREE F-% WA e | . Lt
10|  Clickon "Options...| Hat | Cancel [ St Form |
11 select the radio but . £ acasd
12 T VRS T TN T
1 ] £ o ' [
14 2.Press ¥°  button to ctart the Data Retrieval Toal.,
15| InStep 1, you will be prompted to select a state [or the whole nation) and an ACS dataset. iF 1. v Vi Teia
16 1nstep 2, you will be prompted to select a table. [rera s a
17| Excel will then retrieve the selection table for all available units of geography in thee state (or the whole nation). ) . y 4 Tl el
18| Please note: retrieval con bake several minutes, particularly for multi-year dota files and large geographic areas.
= - [ LR,
20 3.Toreset the worksheet, pressthe <% button, 3 {
E
:70- Tnstruct 2] T4 i P gy e e i o s v (3§ 20 o e Pl g BTy v e o
Beady | [ a0 (=) ! --!- 7 Mg s e, M AR Sl sy e b e e o e el
e e P
L]
it r
- 18 i
l I I W
He L
i H
i i
1 B #3708 yaEry
o A Y mar
- e I —r : i ' '
ST e -

Step 2: Select a table

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/
summary_file/ 20
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Retrieval Tool Results

@l H g - |S"_F O ¥ SummaryFileDataRetrievalTool_V1.0.0.8.xlsm - Microsoft Excel = P E3[
Home Insert Page Layout Formulas Data Review View IMP SAS SAS Solutions & e = B EIZI
= % - . da s === . = . *j %‘j;' ] g=lnsert - Z'W [ﬁ
_j Ba- Calibri 11 A A D B = Text g ‘ﬂ gﬂ 3 Delete - IE' J :
Pajte &4 Bz - é . @. $ - % o |58 Fcoorr:ndalﬂionngal' a:&;;rglaet k.2 Stscfleellv [EjFormat' (24 éi‘ljtr:r&'l gleTedct&'
Clipboard Font Fl Alignment Fl Mumber Fl Styles Cells Editing
H3 - fe | 1849 v
A B C| D E F G H I ] K -
1 Table: BO1001 - SEX BY AGE
File Estima |St Itte Seq LOGREC B01001 B01001 B01001 B01001
Type te at r# Mum NO Geo Name Total: Male: Under 5 years 5to9years
2 Type e
Block Group 3, Census Tract 1, Kalamazoo @
4963 ACSSF 2010e5 mi 000 0010 0014341 County, Michigan 947 402 74 133
Block Group 1, Census Tract 2.01, Kalamazoo
4964 ACSSF 2010e5 mi 000 0010 0014342 County, Michigan 1426 753 15 9
Block Group 1, Census Tract 2.02, Kalamazoo
4965 ACSSF 2010e5 mi 000 0010 0014343 County, Michigan 1042 439 20 44
Block Group 1, Census Tract 3, Kalamazoo
4966 ACSSF 2010e5 mi 000 0010 0014344 County, Michigan 754 368 17 19
Block Group 2, Census Tract 3, Kalamazoo
4967 ACSSF 2010e5 mi 000 0010 0014345 County, Michigan 608 316 68 37
Block Group 3, Census Tract 3, Kalamazoo
4968 ACSSF 2010e5 mi 000 0010 0014346 County, Michigan 861 382 29 60
Block Group 4, Census Tract 3, Kalamazoo
4969 ACSSF 2010e5 mi 000 0010 0014347 County, Michigan 481 256 ] 6
Block Group 5, Census Tract 3, Kalamazoo
4970 ACSSF 2010e5 mi 000 0010 0014348 County, Michigan 822 233 48 8
Block Group 1, Census Tract 5, Kalamazoo
4971 ACSSF 2010e5 mi 000 0010 0014349 County, Michigan 399 262 13 13
Block Group 2, Census Tract 5, Kalamazoo
4972 ACSSF 2010e5 mi 000 0010 0014350 County, Michigan 924 517 90 77
Block Group 3, Census Tract 5, Kalamazoo
4973 ACSSF 2010e5 mi 000 0010 0014351 County, Michigan 603 291 ] ]
Block Group 4, Census Tract 5, Kalamazoo -
M 4 » M| MetaData Geography Estimates .~ MarginOfError Instructions (=] El{ @ »
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5-Year Data Product Changes

6 New Tables Providing Additional Detail:
— 4 migration
— 2 commuting
2 New Detalled Tables Providing New Content:
— 1 commuting
 B08604
— 1 employment
« B23025
« 51601 “Language Spoken at Home” modified to include

Information on language spoken at home for citizens 18 years
and over

« All tables, except block group tables, available on AFF

United States”

Census
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Methodological Improvements

 ACS made a number of methodological changes in
2011 to improve estimate accuracy and reliability

— Expanded the sample from about 2.9 million addresses to
3.54 million addresses

— Increased personal visit follow up sampling rates in select
American Indian areas, Alaska Native Village Statistical
areas, Hawaiian Home Lands, and remote Alaska

— Reallocated sample from larger to smaller Census tracts

— Changed group quarters (GQ) estimation methodology to
Improve sub-state estimates of the GQ population and its
characteristics

United States”

Census
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ZIP Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAS)

« ZCTAs are approximate area representations of
ZIP Code service areas

 The most frequently occurring ZIP Code for
addresses In an area Is the ZCTA code

« Some ZIP Codes represent very few addresses
(sometimes only one) and therefore will not
appear in the ZCTA universe

United States”

Census
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Upcoming ACS 5-Year Briefs

e« 2007-2011 5-Year Briefs
— Poverty Levels by Race and Ethnicity: 2007-2011

— Where Do the Rich Live? The Geographic Distribution
of the Top 5%

— The Centenarian Population in the U.S.: 2007-2011

United States”

Census

U.S. Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration 25
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Comparison Guidance

« Compare across geographies and population subgroups

* Be careful comparing across data sets

— Do not compare 2007-2011 ACS 5-year estimates to 2006-2010
ACS 5-year estimates

— Do not mix 1-year, 3-year, and 5-year estimates when making
comparisons

« Compare percents, means, medians, and rates instead
of totals whenever possible

* Don'’t expect ACS estimates to match decennial Census
counts or estimates from other surveys

— http://blogs.census.gov/ (September 6)

United States”

Census
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http:http://blogs.census.gov

Comparing ACS and Census

« Comparison Guidance —

More detailed explanation of how differences
Impact comparability

 Table Comparison Tool —

Helps you locate comparable ACS and
Census 2000 Detailed Tables

United States”
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Economics and Statistics Administration
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
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Question Corner
for Survey Respondents

Howr do you protect my
information?

We never reveal your identity to
anybody elze. By law, the Census
Bureau cannot =hare respondents’
answers with anyons, — not the
IRS, not the FBI, not the Cl&, and
not with any other government
agency. More.

< Prev Hext >

Language Brochures

Questions and Answers about
the American Community
Survey in 11 languages. [pdf
format]

English En

Francais French

Kreydl ayisyen Ha

=t =2 Korean
Puolski Fo

Portugués P

pycckui Rl

What is the American
Community Survey?

The American Community
Survey (ACS) is an ongoing
statistical survey that samples
a small percentage of the
population every year - giving
communities the information
they need to plan investments
and semvices. Leamn more

2011 3-Year Estimates ACS: Measuring Dynamic Changes

Why is it important
to respond?

Your answers to the American

Community Survey help federal,

state and local leaders make
decisions that affect your
community. Learn more about
how your responses impact
Your community

2009-2011 ACS 3-Year Estimates Released!

American Community Survey's annual data release provides
statistics on a variety of population and housing topics for the
nation, states, and your community.

How do | get started
using ACS data?

Start learning about the ACS
with three tips about the data.
Find additional information
about geography in the ACS,
comparison guidance, and user
specific handbooks. Learn more
in Guidance for Data Users.

EECQ Special Release Explore the Form

3 Choose a topic

Topics j

Leamn more about the 2009-2011 ACS 3-Year Data Release, access the data directly on
American FactFinder, or choose a topic from the dropdown menu to start your data search.

U.S. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

L‘- Current Data Profiles

Quick Links to Mation or State

level Profiles
B} co

|United States

: Data by Topic

People

» Age and Sex [ Aging
e Ancestry

» Disability

+ Commuting to Work
» Education

o Employment

» Family/Relationships
+ Health Insurance

» Income and Earnings
e Language

» Origins

« Population Change

» Poverty

e Race and Ethnicity

« Veterans

Housing
» Financial Characteristics
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Question Corner
for Survey Respondents

How do you protect my
information?

We never reveal your identity to
anybody elze. By law, the Census
Bureau cannot share rezpondents’
answers with anyone, — not the
IRS, not the FBI, not the Cl&, and
not with any other government
agency. More.

< Prev Mext >

Language Brochures

Questions and Answers about
the American Community
Survey in 11 languages. [pdf
format]

Frangais French

Kreydl ayisyen |

32 0f K
Palski

Portugués Forty

pyccknii Ru

What is the American
Community Survey?

The American Community
Survey (ACS) is an ongoing
statistical survey that samples
a small percentage of the
population every year — giving
communities the infarmation
they need to plan investments
and services. Learn more

2011 3-Year Estimates ACS: Measuring Dynamic Changes

out Us | Subj

e -

Data & Do entatio

Data Releases

Data Product Descriptions

Documentation

|
o |

Geography

ey

Downloadable data via FTP

Summary File

Public Use Microdata
Sample (PUMS)

¥4

Custom Tabulations

Community Survey help federal,
state and local leaders make
decisions that affect your
community. Learn more about
how your responses impact
your community

2009-2011 ACS 3-Year Estimates Released!

American Community Survey's annual data release provides
statistics on a variety of population and housing topics for the

nation, states. and your community.

Lrt learning about the ACS

EEC Special Releaze Explore the Form

: Choose a topic

with three tips about the data.
Find additional information
about geography in the ACS,
comparison guidance, and user
specific handbooks. Learn more
in Guidance for Data Users.

Topics

Learn more about the 2009-2011 ACS 3-Year Data Release, access the data directly on

American FactFinder, or choose a topic from the dropdown menu to start your data search.

1
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: Current Data Profiles

Quick Links to Nation or State

level Profiles
) co

|United States

: Data by Topic

People

e Age and Sex / Aging
e Ancestry

o Disability

+« Commuting to Work
e Education

o Employment

o Family/Relationships
¢ Health Insurance

+ Income and Eamings
e Language

e Origins

e Population Change

+ Poverty

« Race and Ethnicity

e ‘eterans

Housing

+ Financial Characteristics

29


http://www.census.gov/acs

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/

U S. Deparime ytofComme e Home | Abartus | Sieck A2 | FAGS | Help

Q search [

cUnited States”

ensus

Burpau

People | Business ‘ Geography | Data | Research | Newsroom

Census.gov s American Community Suneey » Data & Documentation: [ata

American Community Survey

| Main || About the Survey ¥ || Guidance for Data Users ¥ || Methodology ¥ || Library ¥ |

Data Releases

b 2011 Data Release

Data
= Print | ﬂ Share this page | Connect with us

| SEARCH|

: Current Data Profiles

b Special Data Releasze Data Releases

VWe release 1-year, 3-year and 5-vear data products
every year .

Census Bureau Sets Timetable for
the American Community Survey
2irl1 Data Release

2010 Diata Rel
b a heleaze zwick Links to Mation or State level

Profiles
=

p 2003 Data Release

b 2008 Data Releasze » Get 2011 Data Release information The Census Bureau plans to release:

Inited States

b 2007 Data Release e 2011 ACS 1 -year estimates on

Sept. 20, 2012

Online Data Products A B
__ Data by Topic

L

United States™

ensus
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Diata Product Descriptions
Diocumentation

Geodgraphy

Downlogdable data via FTP
Summary File

Puhlic Use Microdata
Sample (PLIMS)

Custom Tabulations

we publish data in many forms on the Census
Bureau's American FactFinder website, including: = 2009-2011 ACS 3-year estimates on

Oot. 25, 2012

# Data Profiles - social, economic, housing and

" ® Z2007-2011 ACS S-vear estimates on
demographic data tables

Dec. &, 2012

» Geographic Comparizon Tables - tables comparing

zelected data characteristics for geographies. Wisit 2011 ACS Release Schedule far

= Andd more maore details.

Other Data Options:

* Summary File - comma-delimited files containing all Detailed Tables produced from &CS

® Public Usze Microdsta Sample (PUMS) files - anonymized individual-level datasets

# Other Dowwnloadable files - comma-delimited versions of Data Profiles, Geographic Comparizon
Tables, and most other ACS data products

U.S. Department of Commerce
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® Age and Sex FAging
® Ancestry

# Dizability

Cammuting to Wiork
Eclucation
Employmert
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® Language
® Origins
Papulation Change

-

= Poverty
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2011 release/
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American Community Survey
Main || About the Survey ¥ Guidance for Data Users ¥

» 2011 Data Release & Print | EB Share this page | Connect with us

*  Product Changes

* Helease Schedule New and Notable
s ACS Briefs 2007-2011 ACS 5-year estimates

b Special Data Release
b 2010 Data Release posted November 28, 2012

} 2009 Data Release Release date for 2007-2011 ACS 5-year estimates and 2009-2011 ACS 3-year PUMS files

The Census Bureau plans to release 2007-2011 ACS 5-year estimates and 2003-2011 ACS 3-year PUMS files on Thursday

p 2008 Data Release
December 6. 2012 For more information on the release schedule, visit 2011 ACS Release Schedule.

¢ 2007 Data Release
® [ata Product Descriptions Zip Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTA) will be released on December &, 2012,

The 2007-2011 ACS 5-year release will be the first ACS release to include Zip Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTA). Prepare for the
release by learning how ZCTAs are different from Zip Codes.

® [Documentation
® Geography
® Downloadable data via FTP New tables for the 2007-2011 ACS 5-year release

B Summary File Wisit 2011 Product Changes for a list and description of new, modified and deleted tables.
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Guidance Main
Question Corner Geography and the ACS
for Survey Respondents When to Use 1-year, J-year,
Why do you ask what time WE‘ A
lleave for work? Comparing ACS Data = Current Data Profiles
I , Handbooks for Data Users  pueseseseie e : _— :
We ask about what t e
B4R sl Sl ne yorieaws = . Ay is it important How do | get started CHNGIE s b ol o Stals
for work to develop statistics on Training Presentations : j level Profiles
commuting patierns. Commuting - 0 respond? using ACS data?
data are ezsential for planning E-Tutorial |United States j E
DN EA e The American Communit ¥ to the Amer Start learning about the ACS
diekis b et e American Community our answers to the American tart learning about the
services. More. Survey (ACS) is an ongoing Community Survey help federal,  with three tips about the data. A st b Tosie
< Prev Next > statistical survey that samples statle .and local leaders make Find additional infprrnatinn == ik
a small percentage of the decisions that affect your about geography in the ACS, People
population every year - giving community. Learn more about companson guidance, and user . i g
& . ; ] : e and Sex [ Aging
Language Brochures communities the information how your responses impact specific handbooks. Leam more Aﬁcestn 9ng
; H e & y
O R i they nee.d to plan investments your community in Guidance for Data Users. . Dt
the American Community and senvices. Leamn more £ 1{ —
Simeey i $1 longuages. Toe « Commuting to Work

- Cdiiantianm
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Guidance Main Comparing ACS Data
B Geography and the ACS & Print | & Share this page | [ Connect with us

m ‘hen to Use 1-year, 3-year,
or S-year Estimates

e — derived measures such as percents, means, medians, and rates rather than estimates of population totals.
Comparing ACS Data
Canl ¢DI‘I1PJI'E...? Tools and Resources

P ACE/Census Table

The strength of the American Comrmunity Surey is in estimating characteristic distributions. We recommend users compare

Comparisans ) American Community Survey 1-Year estimates with other data £ Table-specific Guidance
?
I 2011 I o Topic-specific Guidance (by
year)
2010 ¥ ACS 1-year estimates with Census 2000

o Comparison Quick Guide

b AN ¥ ACS 1-year estimates from different years, 200
2003
T A\ Use Caution: Because ACS variables change over time,
[
some areas and subjects must be compared with
2006

caution, or not compared at all.

B Handbooks far Data Users
Use the left navigation to get yearly guidance on specific

® Training Presentations topics/subjects.
m E-Tutarial
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® Guidance Main Comparing 2011 American Community Survey Data
® Geography and the ACS & Print | E3 Share this page | @ Connect with us
AR AR A Subject | 2011 ACS 1-Year, 2011 ACS 1-Year with 2010 ACS | 2011 ACS 1.Year,

B i ot 20092011 ACS 3.Year, and 1.Year 2009.2011 ACS 3.Year, and

Comparing ACS Data e 2007-2011 ACS 5-Year with 2007-2011 ACS 5-Year with
Census 2000 2010 Census

p  ACS/Census Table

Comparisons + Age and Sex (01)

- 2011
. Race (02)

*  3-yearto 3-year comparison

guidance

+ Hispanic Origin (03)

b 2010
» 2009 + Ancestry (04)
p 2008

S0 + Foreign Born; Citizenship; Year of Entry; Nativity (05)
[ 2
» 2006 + Place of Birth (06)

B Handbooks for Data Users
= ) + Residence 1 Year Ago; Migration (07)
® Training Presentations

® E-Tutorial + Journey to Work; Workers; Commuting (D8)
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B suidance Main

B Geography and the ACS

m ‘hen to Use 1-year, 3-year,
or S-year Estimates

Comparing ACS Data

ACBICensus Tahle
Compatisans

P 2011
p 2010
p 2009
2003
2007
2006

B Handbooks for Data Users

Comparing ACS Data

& Print | B3 Share this page | 8 Connect with us

The strength of the American Comrmunity Surey is in estimating characteristic distributions. We recommend users compare

derived measures such as percents, means, medians, and rates rather than estimates of population totals.

Can | compare...?

C

¥ ACS 1-year estimates with Census 2000

¥ ACS 1-year estimates from different years,

American Community Survey 1-Year estimates with other data

Tools and Resources

A\ Use Caution: Because ACS variables change over time,

some areas and subjects must be compared with

caution, or not compared

at all.

Use the left navigation to get yearly guidance on specific

Table-specific Guidance

Topic-specific Guidance (by
year)

Comparison Quick Guide
{2009)

® Training Presentations topics/subjects.
B E-Tutorial
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m Guidance Main Table Comparisons: ACS 5-year estimates and Census 2000 SF3
® Geography and the ACS & Print | E3 Share this page | @ Connect with us

‘ Main || Aboutthe Survey ¥

® When to Use 1-year, 3-year,

: Enter a table number below to search for a comparable table between ACS 5-year estimates and
or 5-year Estimates

Census 2000 SF3 detailed tables. Or download all table comparisons [PDF 96KB]. Related Resources
{:l}mparlng o e Get ACS detailed tables on
»  ACSICensus Table American FactFinder
Comparisons ACS 5-year — Census 2000 5F3 OR Census 2000 5F3 — ACS 5-year Get Census 2000 SF3 detaied
b 201 Enter ACS Detailed Table # Enter Census 2000 SF3 Detailed Table # e L
» 2010 Browse ACS/Census 2000
example: BO5008 exsmple: BCTEIH ' comparison guidance by subject
y. 2008 areaitopic
b 2008
b 2007

SUBMIT RESET

»p 2006
® Handhooks for Data Users

® Training Presentations

B E-Tutonal
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Recap

* \Wide range of local statistics
* People, housing and economy

 Embargo begins tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. —
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/embargo.html

* Public release on Thursday
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Data User Guidance
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American FactFinder:
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ACS Summary File via FTP:
http://www?2.census.gov
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For Further Information

Media Public Information Office
301-763-3030
plo@census.gov

General Public Customer Services Center
1-800-923-8282 or
301-763-INFO (4636)

Follow Us on Twitter @USCensusBureau
#ACS

Press Kit

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/
news_conferences/20121203 acs5yr.html
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