Vermont: Lewis R. Morris

While a majority of the first U.S. marshals had been appointed by President Washington in the
fall of 1789, Lewis R. Morris did not become a marshal until March 4, 1791. Prior to this, Morris
grew up in New York where he worked as an aide for both General Phillip Schuyler and General
George Clinton during the American Revolution. When the war ended in 1783, Morris then
worked as a secretary for Robert Livingston, the Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs
under the Articles of Confederation government, during which the attendees negotiated the
terms of the upcoming census.?

By 1786, Morris had left New York and settled in the Vermont territory. In the
five years, between moving to Vermont and his appointment as a U.S. marshal,
Morris became a successful businessman and local politician. His influential
friends from the Revolutionary War, his success in local politics, and his role in
helping Vermont become the fourteenth state, all helped Morris secure his
U.S. marshal’s appointment from President Washington.?* 2>
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special legislation on March 2, 1791 for its enumeration.?® The census of Congress

Vermont started on April 4, 1791 and ran through September 4, 1791.The

official 1790 census schedule does not clearly show whether Morris utilized deputies to assist in
the enumeration process nor is there indication of the exact completion date. ?’ However, we
do know that Secretary Jefferson received Morris’ returns by October 24, 1791, so it is probable
that he either completed the enumeration by the deadline set by Congress or shortly
thereafter.?® According to the 1790 Census Report, Vermont had a total population of 85,539
people, including 16 slaves.?®
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Theses slaves are a matter of some dispute since, in 1777, Vermont had abolished slavery for
women over 18 and men over 21. In 1870, the Chief Clerk of the Census Office, Colonel George
D. Harrington, who was from Vermont, changed the reported status to 16 “Free colored”
because “an examination of the original manuscript returns shows that there were never any
slaves in Vermont.”3% In addition, in his introduction the 1908 book Heads of Families/1790/A
Century of Population Growth Maine, New Hampshire, & Vermont, Simon N.D. North, Director of
Census Bureau from 1903-1909, also suggested that the enumerator/s, local clerks, or some
other government official accidently classified some of Vermont’s
“Freed Colored” people as enslaved.3! Additionally, there was a
mathematical error in some of the initial returns that caused
Vermont to have a total population of 85,539 people, as opposed
W : to the actual population of 85,425 people.3233 Regardless of the
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Courtesy of After leaving the U.S. Marshal Service, Morris served his state and

hitps://statehouse.vermont.gov/home  \ otinn in numerous different ways including, as a three-term
congressman in the U.S. House of Representatives (May 22, 1797-March 3, 1803) and as the
speaker of Vermont’s House of Representatives (1803-1808).3* Ultimately, Lewis R. Morris
permanently retired from a life of public service in 1817 and spent the rest of his life at his
home in Springfield, VT, where he died on December 29, 1825.
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