
No. 1439. Transportation Indicators for Motor Vehicles and Airlines:
1900 to 1998

Year

Motor vehicle Scheduled airlines

Registrations Vehicle miles of
travel (VMT) Highway fatalities
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road
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(1,000)

Passen-
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vehicles,
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ber 1
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100
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(1,000)

Rate per
1,000

persons

1900 . . . . 8 8 0.1 100 12,500 36 36.00 2,320 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1905 . . . . 79 77 0.9 970 12,310 252 25.98 2,360 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1910 . . . . 469 458 5.0 3,580 7,641 1,599 44.66 2,430 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1915 . . . . 2,491 2,332 23.2 19,530 7,840 6,779 34.71 2,745 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1920 . . . . 9,239 8,132 76.4 47,600 5,152 12,155 25.54 3,105 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1925 . . . . 20,069 17,481 150.9 122,346 6,096 20,771 16.98 3,246 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1930 . . . . 26,750 23,035 187.2 206,320 7,713 31,204 15.12 3,259 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1935 . . . . 26,546 22,568 177.4 228,568 8,610 34,494 15.09 3,310 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1940 . . . . 32,453 27,466 208.1 302,188 9,311 32,914 10.89 3,287 3.2 (NA) (NA)
1945 . . . . 31,035 25,797 194.7 250,173 8,061 26,785 10.71 3,319 7.2 (NA) (NA)
1950 . . . . 49,162 40,339 265.6 458,246 9,321 33,186 7.24 3,313 19.1 0.242 27.62
1955 . . . . 62,689 52,145 315.9 605,646 9,661 36,688 6.06 3,418 41.4 0.275 23.86
1960 . . . . 73,858 61,671 342.7 718,762 9,732 36,399 5.06 3,546 57.9 0.311 21.40
1965 . . . . 90,358 75,258 388.9 887,812 9,826 47,089 5.30 3,690 94.7 0.167 17.95
1970 . . . . 108,418 89,244 437.5 1,109,724 10,236 53,816 4.85 3,730 171.7 0.039 14.39
1975 . . . . 132,949 106,706 495.2 1,327,664 9,986 45,500 3.43 3,838 205.1 0.043 13.61
1980 . . . . 155,796 121,601 535.2 1,527,295 9,803 51,091 3.35 3,860 296.9 0.000 12.89
1985 . . . . 171,689 127,885 537.5 1,774,826 10,337 43,825 2.47 3,864 382.0 0.069 10.46
1990 . . . . 188,798 133,700 536.0 2,144,362 11,358 44,599 2.08 3,867 465.6 0.087 9.42
1991 . . . . 188,136 128,300 508.9 2,172,050 11,545 41,508 1.91 3,884 452.3 0.059 9.03
1992 . . . . 190,362 126,581 496.4 2,247,151 11,805 39,250 1.75 3,901 475.1 0.057 8.60
1993 . . . . 194,063 127,327 494.0 2,296,378 11,833 40,150 1.75 3,905 488.5 0.014 8.72
1994 . . . . 198,045 127,883 491.3 2,357,588 11,904 40,716 1.73 3,907 528.8 0.053 8.20
1995 . . . . 201,530 128,387 488.6 2,422,696 12,022 41,817 1.73 3,912 547.8 0.025 8.15
1996 . . . . 206,365 129,728 489.2 2,485,848 12,046 41,907 1.69 3,919 581.2 0.036 8.00
1997 . . . . 207,754 129,749 484.6 2,560,373 12,324 41,967 1.64 3,945 599.1 0.037 7.89
1998 . . . . (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 614.2 0.012 7.74

NA Not available. 1 Beginning 1980, covers only persons injured in highway vehicular crash that died within 30 days.
2 In constant (1982) dollars. Also known as constant dollar yield.

Source: U.S. Federal highway Administration, Highway Statistics Summary to 1995, and Highway Statistics, annual; and Air
Transport Association, <http://www.air-transport.org/public/industry/28.asp> and <http:www.air-transport.org/public/industry/27.asp>
(accessed 17 August 1999).

No. 1440. Selected Communications Media: 1920 to 1998

Year

Percent of households with— Percent of TV
households with—

Commercial
television stations Cable television Daily newspapers

Tele-
phone

service 1 Radio 2
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(mil.)
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1920 . . . . . 35 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 2,042 27.8
1925 . . . . . 39 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 2,008 33.7
1930 . . . . . 41 39 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 1,942 39.6
1935 . . . . . 32 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 1,950 38.2
1940 . . . . . 37 73 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 1,878 41.1
1945 . . . . . 46 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 1,749 48.4

1950 . . . . . 62 91 9 (NA) (NA) 98 - (NA) (NA) 1,772 53.8
1955 . . . . . 72 94 63 (NA) (NA) 297 114 400 0.2 1,760 56.1
1960 . . . . . 78 94 85 (NA) (NA) 440 75 640 0.7 1,763 58.9
1965 . . . . . 85 95 90 2.3 (NA) 481 88 1,325 1.3 1,751 60.4
1970 . . . . . 91 99 95 6.7 (NA) 501 176 2,490 4.5 1,748 62.1
1975 . . . . . 95 99 97 12.6 (NA) 514 192 3,506 9.8 1,756 60.7
1980 . . . . . 93 99 98 19.9 1.1 516 218 4,225 17.7 1,745 62.2
1985 . . . . . 92 99 98 42.8 20.9 520 363 6,600 39.9 1,676 62.8

1990 . . . . . 93 99 98 56.4 68.6 547 545 9,575 54.9 1,611 62.3
1991 . . . . . 94 99 98 58.9 71.9 547 551 10,704 55.8 1,586 60.7
1992 . . . . . 94 99 98 60.2 75.0 551 567 11,035 56.4 1,570 60.2
1993 . . . . . 94 99 98 61.4 77.1 552 585 11,108 57.2 1,556 59.8
1994 . . . . . 94 99 98 62.4 79.0 561 584 11,214 60.5 1,548 59.3
1995 . . . . . 94 99 98 63.4 81.0 562 599 11,218 63.0 1,533 58.2
1996 . . . . . 94 99 98 65.3 82.2 554 620 11,119 64.6 1,520 57.0
1997 . . . . . 94 99 98 66.5 84.2 558 619 10,950 65.9 1,509 56.7
1998 . . . . . (NA) (NA) 98 67.2 84.6 562 642 10,845 (NA) 1,489 56.2

- Represents zero. NA Not available. 1 For occupied housing units. Census years as of April 1; all other years as of March.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1970 and 1980 Census of Housing, Vol. 1; thereafter Federal Communications Commission, Trends
in Telephone Service, July 1998. 2 As of December 31, except as noted. Source: Radio Advertising Bureau, New York, NY,
through 1992, Radio Facts, annual, (copyright); beginning 1993, Radio Marketing Guide and Fact Book for Advertisers, annual,
(copyright). Number of stations on the air compiled from Federal Communications Commission reports.
3 Through 1970, as of September of prior year; all other years as of January of year shown. Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. Source:
Television Bureau of Advertising, Inc., Trends in Television, annual (copyright). 4 As of February. Excludes Alaska and Hawaii.
Source: See footnote 3. 5 As of January 1. Source: Warren Publishing, Washington DC, Television and Cable Factbook
(copyright). 6 Source: Nielsen Media Research, Nielsen Station Index, November diary estimates (copyright). 7 As of
September 30. Source: Editor & Publisher, Co., New York, NY, Editor & Publisher International Year Book, annual (copyright).

Source: Compiled from sources mentioned in footnotes.
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