Ivanna Fudora Kean
Census 1aker and Lifelong Educator

The U.S. Census Bureau is proud of its history of continually
evolving to ensure an accurate count of the people of the United
States. For this reason, the Census Bureau has always embraced
the hiring of a diverse workforce representative of the local
communities. From the beginning of our country’s history to the
middle of the 20%" century, the United States has expanded not
only westward, but also outward, including into the nearby
Caribbean. Some acquisitions, like those of Cuba and Puerto
Rico, resulted from military action, while we acquired others, like
the U.S. Virgin Islands, through purchases. While conducting
censuses in these new territories, census officials generally relied
on local superivsors and census takers, who had the trust,

Enid M. Baa Library and Archives, Virgin Islands knowledge, and experience needed to work with their
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Ivanna Eudora Kean, known as Eudora, was
born on December 28, 1892, on the island of
St. Thomas, in what was then the Danish

West Indies. Eudora’s father, Orville, worked Historic census records are maintained and released by

as a banker and local politician, while her the National Archives and Records Administration,
mother, Robertina, raised Eudora and her 11 not the U.S. Census Bureau.

siblings. Both Orville and Robertina promoted

the education of all of their children. In Visit http://www.archives.gov for more information about publicly
addition to learning at home, Eudora also available records like the one shown here.
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attended several private schools on the
island. In 1911, Eudora entered the i , Fiv
Hospitalgade School at St. Thomas to both Eudora and her family’s 1930 Census.
study Danish and teach, thus beginning a career that would last 52 years.
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In 1917, after overtures dating back to 1867, the
United States purchased the Virgin Islands from
Denmark. This helped the United States establish a

S . forward naval base during World War I, while the
k) M P Danish no longer had to worry about a territory with
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quickest way to get competent, trustworthy, and
knowledgeable workers was to hire local teachers. The census was delayed from November to
Decemberin 1917, in part due to transportation problems. As a result, the teachers, including

Eudora, started the enumeration of St. Thomas on December 24, 1917, during the holiday break.
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) taking methods. Ever since Herman Hollerith, one
of the founding fathers of International Business
Machines (IBM), developed punch card technology
for the 1890 Census, the Census Bureau had been
refining the technology, and would do so until
computers replaced punch card tabulation in the
1950s. As part of the punch card process, an army
of census clerks would take handwritten census
schedules and use a pantograph—basically a large
hole punch machine—to transfer the information from the schedules to machine readable punch
cards. In an attempt to remove this time consuming step from the tabulation process, the Census
Bureau decided to test whether enumerators could simply punch the cards in the field, and then have
machines assemble the data back at headquarters. As part of the pre-testing for the 1920 Census,
the Census Bureau chose two locations to test this new technology during special censuses—
Okmulgee County, Oklahoma, and the urban districts of Charlotte Amalie, on St. Thomas, Virgin
Islands.
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The experimental 1917 field punch card.

With her conductor’s punch (a handheld, single-hole punch device much easier to use in the field
than a large pantograph) and census cards, Eudora and her fellow teachers conducted the census of

Charlotte Amalie, with work ending after 3 weeks on January 12, T.q:wu?rgn LETTER
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Charlotte Amalie counted 7,747 people in the city. However, the )
experimental method of hole punching census cards in the field Wo are astonished that you are
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Hampton University, a historically black university with a well-respected teacher’s college. Not only
did several Virgin Island teachers travel to the United States to receive their education at Hampton
University, but in 1953, the school opened an extension office in the Virgin Islands. Eudora also
traveled extensively to Puerto Rico and New York City throughout her life, visiting relatives and
expanding her horizons.

After moving around and working at several schools early in her career, including a stint as a principal
in 1915, Eudora settled at Charlotte Amalie High
School in 1922, where she was employed until
her retirement in 1963. Eudora greatly
influenced the lives of her students and earned
the Teacher of the Year Award in 1959, the
Charlotte Amalie High School Student Council
Distinguished Service Award in 1963, and had a
new school named in her honor in 1975. Eudora
remained unmarried her whole life, and passed
away on February 27, 1979, on St. Thomas. The
Census Bureau is grateful for Eudora’s lifelong
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