
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS XXXIII 

FIGURE 8.-CONDITION AND PLUMBING FACILITIES: 1950 
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Heating equipment, heating and cooking fuel.-One-half the 
occupied dwelling units in the United States in 1950 had central 
heating equipment. The proportions varied greatly between 
urban and rural areas and even more among geographic divisions. 
In the Middle Atlantic Division, 79 percent had central heating, 
in contrast to 12 percent in the West South Central Division. 
Of the units with central heating, more than half had warm air 
furnaces. The increase since 1940 in the number of units with 
warm air furnaces greatly exceeded the increase in the number 
with piped steam or hot water systems. 

The number of units with central heating equipment does not 
represent the number of central heating installations. The major
ity of multi-unit structures have only one central heating system 
which serves all the units in the structure. The number of units 
with central heating, therefore, is considerably larger than the 
number of central heating installations. 

Although the proportion of units which do not have central 
heating dropped since 1940, there was a net increase of approxi
mately one million such units. The increase occurred in the South 
and West where there was considerable building activity and 
where, in many areas, climatic conditions do not require central 
heating. Eighty-two percent of all rural-farm dwelling units in 
the United States had noncentral heating equipment or were 
not heated; more than four-fifths of these had flue-connected 
stoves. 

TABLE Q.-HEATING EQUIPMENT AND TYPE OF HEATING AND 

COOKING FUEL: 1950 AND 1940 
[1950 data based on 20-percent sample; 1940 data on complete enumeration] 

Subject 
Total 

1950 

Urban Rural 
nonfarm 

Rural 
farm 

1940, 
total 

Occupied dwelling units_ - 42, 826, 281 28, 492, 186 8, 613, 073 5, 721, 022 34, 854, 532 

HEATING EQUIPMENT 

Number reporting ________ -- - 42, 056, 150 28, 045, 220 8, 422, 685 5,58S, 245 34, H9, 065 

Central heating _________ ------- 21, 191, 270 
Piped steam or hot water _____ 9, 890, 300 
Warm air furnace __________ ··-- 11, 300, 970 

Noncentral heating or not 
heated·--------------------·-- 20, 864, 880 

Percent __________ .,----- 100.0 

17, 558, 450 2, 619, 670 
8, 921, 785 785, 670 
8, 636, 665 1,834, 000 

10,486, 770 5, 803, 015 

100. 0 100.0 

1, 013, 150 14, 346, 835 
182, 845 7, 427, 754 
830, 305 6, 919, 081 

4, 575, 095 19, 802, 230 

100.0 100.0 --- --------------Central heating ________________ _ 
Piped steam or hot water ____ _ 
Warm air furnace _____________ _ 

Noncentral heating or not 
heated .. --·- ___ -- _ -- - -- -- --- - -

HEATING FUEi,. 

50.4 
23. 5 
26. 9 

49. 6 

62. 6 
31. 8 
30. 8 

37. 4 

31.1 
9.3 

21.8 

68. 9 

18.1 
3.3 

14. 9 

81. 9 

42.0 
21. 8 
20.3 

58.0 

Number reporting ___ -------- 41, 258, 595 27, 439, 015 8,311,085 5,508,495 33, 621, 731 

~Is~~-~-~~~====~================= am:g~ l::mJig u~u~ ~:i~U~~ l~~Vi~ Liquid fuel or other _____________ 10, 506, 190 6, 984, 205 2, 512, 465 1, 009, 520 3, 522, 696 
LiquidfueL __________________ 9,460,560 6,363,845 2,231,290 865,425 (') 

Percent ________________ _ 100.0 100.0 100, 0 100.0 100.0 
--- ------------

CoaL __________ -------··-----·--Wood ___ .. __________________ ----_ 
Gas ________________ ----------- __ 
Liquid fuel or other ____________ _ 

Liquid fueL _________________ _ 

35.1 35. 7 35. 7 31. 0 55.1 
10.1 2. 3 15. 8 40.6 23.0 
29.3 36. 6 18. 2 10.0 11.4 
25.5 25. 5 30. 2 18. 3 10.5 
22. 9 2.'i. 2 26. 8 15. 7 (1) 

COOKING FUEL 

Number reporting. __________ 42,099, 925 28, 014, 150 8,449,255 5, 636, 520 34,342,311 

CoaL __________________________ 3,295,030 1,613,820 990,280 690,930 3,961,550 
Wood ___________________________ 4,149,945 667,050 1,302,840 2,180,055 8,101,610 
Gas ___ --- ____ -- ----------------- 25, 069, 940 20, 706, 620 3, 084, 495 1, 278, 825 16, 776, 077 
Electricity ______________________ ll,295,140 3,446,775 1,948,625 899,740 1,837,503 
Liquid fuel, other, or none ____ ._ 3, 289, 870 1, 579, 885 1, 123, 015 586, 970 3, 665, 571 

Percent_ _______________ _ 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 --- ---------------CoaL _________ ---------------- __ Wood ________ .. ________________ _ 
Gas. __ .. _____ . _____ --··-··--·- __ 
Electricity_---·· _______________ ._ 
Liquid fuel, other, or none. ____ _ 

7.8 5. 8 11. 7 12. 3 11. 5 
9. 9 2. 4 15.4 38. 7 23.6 

59. 5 73. 9 36. 5 22. 7 48.8 
15.0 12. 3 23. 1 16. 0 5.4 
7.8 5. 6 13. 3 10. 4 10. 7 

1 Not available. 

Coal, which was used as the principal fuel for heating in 35 per
cent of the occupied dwelling units, was used more extensively 
than any other fuel. Gas, which ranked second, was the principal 
fuel for heating 29 percent of the units; and liquid fuel, which 
ranked third, was reported for 23 percent of the units. 

Although coal was still the predominant fuel for home heating, 
its importance declined considerably since 1940. Wood likewise 
declined in importance, although among rural-farm units it was 
used more than any other fuel. In contrast, the number of units 
using gas and the number using liquid fuel approximately tripled 
during the decade. 

As the principal fuel for cooking, gas far outranked all the 
other fuels. It was reported as the principal cooking fuel used in 
25.1 million units, which was 60 percent of the occupied dwelling 
units. Electricity was next, with 6.3 million (15 percent) using 
it as the principal cooking fuel. For both gas and electricity, the 
number increased substantially since 1940. In urban areas most 
of the households cooking with gas used utility gas, while in rural 
areas they used bottled gas. 


