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TABLE R.-ELECTRIC LIGHTING, REFRIGERATION EQUIPMENT, 

. AND RADIO: 1950 AND 1940 
[1950 data based on 20·percent sample; 1940 data on complete enumeration] 

1950 

Subject 

Total Urban Rural 
nonfarm 

------
All dwelling units _________ 45, 983, 398 29, 569, 073 10, 056, 382 

ELECTRIC LIGHTING 
Number reporting __________ 45, 046, 110 29, 091, '695 9, 752, 180 

1940, 

Rural total 

farm 

----
6, 357, 943 

6, 202, 235 

37, 325, 47 0 

36, 746, 76 1 
6 

FIGURE 12.-MEDIAN VALUE OF NoNFARM OwNER-OccUPIED 

DWELLING UNITS: 1930 TO 1950 
DOLLARS 
10,000 

8,000 

With electric lights __ ----------- 42, 359, 000 28, 733, 515 8, 807, 715 4, 817, 770 28, 915, 48 
Percent with electric lights. __ 94.0 98.8 90. 3 77. 7 78. 7 6,000 

--- ---
Occupied dwelling units-- 42, 826, 281 28, 492, 186 

REFRIGERATION 
EQUIPMENT 

Number reporting __________ 42, 059, 850 27, 996, 420 
With mechanical refrigeration __ 33, 720, 250 24, 092, 225 

Percent with mechanical re-
frigeration ______ -- __ -------- 80.2 86.1 

RADIO 
Number reporting __________ 42, 233, 880 28, 109, 275 

With radio __ ------------------- 40, 411, 015 27, 320, 540 
Percent with radio ____________ 95. 7 97.2 

------
8, 613, 073 5, 721, 022 

8, 441, 780 5, 621, 650 
6, 101, 865 3, 526, 160 

72.3 62. 7 

8, 471, 950 5, 652, 655 
7, 891, 360 5, 199, 115 

93.1 92.0 

34, 854, 53 2 

34, 205, 41 
15, 093,34 

4 
6 

44. 

33, 890, 50 
28, 048, 21 

82. 
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FINANCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF NONFARM UNITS 

Value and rent.-Changes in the price of housing over the past 
two decades are indicated by the value and rent data collected in 
the censuses. 

The median price which owner occupants of nonfarm units 
estimated their properties would sell for was considerably higher 
in 1950 than in the two previous censuses. Median values 
dropped from $4,800 in 1930 ·to $3,000 in 1940, and then rose to 
$7,400 in 1950. Although the units for which these values a!e 
reported are not exactly the same types of units for the three 
censuses, the medians may be compared. (See footnote 1 on 
table S.) Rents followed the same pattern, although to a smaller 
degree. The median contract monthly rent for nonfarm renter­
occupied units decreased from $27 in 1930 to $21 in 1940, and 
increased substantially to $35 in 1950. The 1950 median rent 
was 30 percent higher than the 1930 median. The intermediate 
1940 data reflect the lower price of housing following the depression 
of the thirties. 

The changes in renfa and values between 1930, 1940, and 1950 
do not indicate changes in price for identical units of housing. 
Because of a combination of factors, the rent and value data 
apply to largely different groups of renter units and owner units 
in the three censuses. Changes within the groups occurred as a 
result of (a) additions to the market of newly built units and units 
created by conversion, (b) losses from the market through demoli­
tion, destruction, or conversion to nonresidential use, and (c) 
shifting of units from one tenure status to another and between 
farm-nonfarm status. A large shift from renter to owner occu­
pancy took place during the forties, while a shift in the opposite 
direction occurred during the thirties. The rents and values, 
therefore, are the resnlt not only of an actual change in the price 
of identical units, but also of a change in the inventory of rental 
units and owner units. Thus, the Bureau of the Census data are 
not comparable to rent and value indices which measure price 
changes for identical units. 
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FIGURE 13.-MEDIAN CoNTRACT MoNTHLY RENT OF NoN­

FARM RENTER-0CCUPIED DWELLING UNITS: 1930 TO 1950 
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