
TEN DECENNIAL CENSUSES OF GOVERNMENTS 
1850 - 1942 

 
 
The following document provides a detailed history of the decennial censuses of 
governments that were conducted between 1850 and 1942.  Note that the term 
“census of governments” was first coined in the 1942 enumeration.  
 
Most notably, it provides a very detailed description of the data that were 
collected in each of those censuses. 
 
The document is an excerpt from the Census Bureau report, Governmental 
Finances in the United States: 1942 (issued 1945). 
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