
AN ACT 
To coordinate Federal reporting services, to elimi~lstte duplication and reduce the 

cost of such services, and to minimize the burdens of furnishing information to 
Federd agencies. 

B e  it enacGed by  the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States  of hm1.ica in Oong~ess assembled, T11at this Act map 
be cited as the 'T~ederal Reports Act of 194299, 

SEC. 2. I$ is hereby declared ts be tkie policy of the Congress thst 
Information which xnay be needed by the various Federal agencies 
should be obkained with a minimuan burden ~rpon business enterprises 
(especially sinall busi~~ess enterprises) and other persons required to 
furnish such infbrmation, and a t  a minin~um cost to  the Governalen$, 
that all unnecessary duplication of efforts in obtaining such informs- 
tion tlnroxzgh the use of reports, question~naires, and other such 
methods should be eliminat,ed as rapidly as practicable; and thsa.6 
information collected and tabulated by any Federal agency should 
insofar as is expedient be tab~lat~ed in a manner to i~aximize the use- 
fulness of the information to other Federal agencies and the public. 

Six. 3. a) FVit,h a view to carrying out the policy of this Act, the 
Director o the Bureau sf the Budget (1zereini:~fter referred to as the 
L ,  n 

i 
--ulrwtor'?) is directed iroxri tiil~e to time (1) to  iiivestigate'ihe needs 
of the various Federal agencies for infornantion from business enter- 
prises, from other persons, and from other Gi'ederal agencies; (2) 
kcP investigate the methods used by such agencies in obtaining such 
isliformatiorz ; and 43) tea cosrdirlate as rapidly as possible the informa- 
tion-collecting services of all such agencies with a view to reducing 
the cost to the Goverl~me.nQ; of obtaining such information and mina- 
mizing the burden ilpon business enterprises and other persons, and 
utilizing, as far as gracticnbla, the continuing organization, files of 
hformakioi? and existing facilities sf the established Federal depart- 
ments and independent agencies. 

(b) I f ,  after any such ~nvestigat~ion, the Director is of the opinion 
a aon that khe needs of two or more Federal agencies for inform t' 

from business enterprises and other persons mill be adequately served 
by a single collecting agency, he s2iall fix a. time and place for  a 
b a r i n g  ;It which the agencies col~cerned and any other interested 
persons shall have nlm opportunity to present their views. After 
such hearing, the Director may issue an order designating a collect- 
ing agency to obtain such informatioil for any two or more of the 
agencies corac~rned, ,and prescribing (with reference to the collection 
uf such i~formation) the duties and functions of the collecting agency 
so designaw and the Federal agencies for which it is to act as 
agent, Any such order may be modified from time to time by the 
Dirwbs 8s circumshnces ,may require, but no such modification 



shall he made except after investigationr and hearing as hereinbefore 
provided. 

(c) VCTliile any such order or modified order is in effect, no Federal 
agency covered by such order shall obtain for itself ally information 
which i t  is the duty of the collecting agency designated by such 
order to obt~iimn. 

(d) Upon the request of any party having 8 substantial interest, or 
upon his om7n motion, the Director is authorized within his discretion to 
rrlalce a deterlnination as to whetlle~a or not the collection of any infor- 
nlatiolz by any Fi'e!',eral :Lg,rcncy iq  necessary for the proper perform:bncc 
of the functions of slxch agency or %or amsy other proper. prrry>ose, 
Eeiore malcing any suclr determination, the Direci crr m:y, %-i thin his 

1 ' "i 3riS i l l1  aGe- discm*stiun, give to such agency salad to other inlkeresketl pts,,c 
quate opportunity tc be heard or- to submit stnkcmcnts i;! writing. 
7'0 the extent, i f  any, that the Director dekeilmines the collection of 
such information by such ngency is unncccssar'ji, either. because it PS 
not needed for the proper perf orixance of the f unetf 0x1s of such agency 
or because it can be obtained from another Fedcral ag?ncy or for auy 
other reaEon, such agency slaaBZ not tllel-eafter engage in the collection 
of such inforinatiqn. 

(e) For the pulposes of this Act, the Director is :!.utlloriZeci t0 reqitire 
any Federal agency to make avnilable to any other Federal agency any 
information whicfi i t  has obtxined from army person after the date of 
erractrnent of this Act, and d l  such agencies are directed to cooperate 
to the fullest practicable extezt at all t~rnes i m l  making srrch infor1n:rtioxr 
arailable to other such agegicies : P%oz~.Llided, That the provisions of this 
Act, shd! n ~ t  apply to the obtaining or releasing of information by thc 
Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Comptroller of the Cu~rency, the 
Bu~-etru of the Public Debt,, the Bureau of Psccoernts, :ind the Division of 
Foreign Funds Cot~trol of the Treasury Department: P~uisided ,?UP- 

$her, That the ~~rovisions of this Act shall not apply to the sfai811ling; 1.q- 
any Fedeiaal bank supervisory agency of reports and information from 

. banks as provided or autko~ ized by law and in the proper pcrfoamarnt., 
of such agency's functions in its supervisory c-apacity. 

SF,@. 4. (a) I n  the gvent that any information obtained in con- 
fidence by a Federal agency is released by that agency to  another 
Federal agency, all the provisions of law (including penalties) which 
relzte to the unlawful disclosure of any such information shall apply 
to the officers and employees of the agency to whkh such informa- 
tion is released to the same extent and in the same manner as such 
provisions apply to the oficers and employees of the agency which 
originally obtained such information; and the oeccrs and employees 
of 'the agency to which the information is released shall in adclitioii 
be subject 60 the same provisions of law (including penalties) 
relating to the unlawful disclosure of such in'forrnation as if the 
inf ormntion had been collected directly by such sgency. 

(b) I~sformation obtained by a Federal agency from any person or. 
persons may, pursuant to this Act, be relewed to any other Federa1 
agency only if (I) the information sbalB -be d a d - : i a  -the ifarm of 
statistical totals or summaries; or (2) the information as s~~ppl ied  
by persons to a Federal ngency shall not, ata the t h e  of collection, 
have h e n  declared by that agency or by any superior aal"L8mority to 
be confidential; or (3) the persons rmpplyini the informaltion shall 



consent to the release of it to a second agency by the ageiicy to which 
the information? was origindly supplieci ; or (4) the Federal agency 
to which another Federal agency shall relexse the information has 
authority to collect the informntion itself and such authority is sup- 
ported by leg21 provision for criminal penalties zgainst persons 
failing to supply such informatioli. 

SEC. 5. NO Fecleral agcncy shall' conduct or sponsor the collectionn 
of information, upon identical items, fro111 tcn to more persons (other 
than Federal ennployees considered as such) unless, in advance of 
adoption or revision of any plans or forms to be used in such collec- 
tion, 

(a) The agcrlcy shall have submitted to the Director such ]skins or 
forms: toget6er with copies of such pertinent reguhtiolis and otYraer 
related materials as tlle Director shall specify; and 

(b) The Director shall lmve stated that he does not disapprovl: the 
a lon. proposed coikction of iniorrn t '  

SEC. 6 ,  The Director is authorized to make sucl-r rules and regula- 
tions a s  mny be necessary I,o carry out the provisions of this Act. 

SEC. 1. AS used in this Act- 
(a) Tlle term "8ederal agency" means any executive department, 

~oin~~lission, independent estnblisllznlent, corporation owned or con- 
trollied by t l ~ e  United Stntes, bonrd, bureau, division, service, o%ce, 
authority, or adinillistrntion in the executive branch of the Govern- 
ment; but s ~ ~ c l r  terms ~l ial l  not iiiclracle the General Accounting Office 
nor the goverbnments of the District of CoPttmhia and of the Terri- 
tories and possessions of tlte United States, hnd the various sub- 
divisions of 'such gc~vemrnents, 

(b) The term "person9' means any individual, pnrtnerslnip, associa- 
tion, corporation, business trust, or legal representative, any organ- 
ized g r m p  nf persoils, ainy St:~te or Territorial goverrmrne~it or branch 
thereof, or any political subdivisiori of any State om. Territory or any 
branch of any' such politirn l subdivision. * 

(c) The ternr '6infor.ml:~kion?9 means facts obtnined or solicited by 
the use of written report forms, applicatioaz forms, schedules, ques- 
tionnaires, or other similar methods calling either (I) for answers 
to identical questions from ten or more persol;% other them agencies, 
instrunnentalities, or employees of the Ehited States or (2) for 
ai-nswers to questions from agencies, instrurnenntalities, or employees 
of the United States which are do be used for statistical compilations 
of general public interest. 

SEC. 8. Any person failing to furnish information required by any 
such sgency shall be subject to suclz penalties as are specifically prc- 
scribed by' la,w, and no other penalty shall be imposed either by 
way of fine or. innqrisonment or by the wi"th$rawal or denial of any 
right, privilege, priority, allotment, or immunity, except mhrn the 
right, privilege: priorhy, alfotment, or immunity, is legally condi- 
tioned on facts which -vvodck be revealed by the information requested. 

SEG, 9. There are I1ereb-y ,znthorized to be appropriated annually, 
out of any money in the Trensury not otherwise appropriated, such 
sunis as msey be nk6essaty to carry out the provisioi~s of this Act. 

Approved? December 24, 1942. 


