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U.S. INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GOODS AND SERVICES 

September 2010 
 
 

Goods and Services 
 
The U.S. Census B ureau and t he U.S. B ureau of 

Economic A nalysis, th rough th e Department of  C ommerce, 
announced t oday t hat t otal Sept ember e xports o f $154.1 
billion and i mports of $198.1 billion resulted in a goods and 
services de ficit of $44.0 billio n, down from $ 46.5 b illion in  
August, rev ised.  September exports were $ 0.5 billion more 
than Aug ust ex ports o f $153 .6 b illion.  Sep tember i mports 
were $2.0 billion less than August imports of $200.1 billion. 

 
In September, th e goo ds deficit d ecreased $ 2.2 billion 

from Aug ust t o $56.9 billion, a nd t he ser vices s urplus 
increased $0.2 billion to $12.9 billion.  Exports of goods were 
virtually u nchanged at $1 07.6 b illion, and i mports o f goods 
decreased $2.2 b illion to $164 .4 billion.  Exports of serv ices 
increased $0.5 billion to $46.5 billion, and imports of services 
increased $0.3 billion to $33.7 billion. 

 
The goods and services deficit increased $8.8 billion from 

September 2009 to  Sep tember 2010.  Expo rts were up  $19.9 
billion, or 14.8 percent, and imports were up  $28.8 billion, or 
17.0 percent. 

 
Goods (Census basis) 

 
The August t o Septem ber in crease i n ex ports of  goods 

reflected increases in foods, feeds, and beverages ($0.4 
billion); other goods ($0.4 b illion); capital goods ($0 .3 
billion); an d consumer goods ($ 0.1 billion).  Decreases  
  
 

 
occurred in industrial supplies and materials ($0.9 billion) and 
automotive vehicles, parts, and engines ($0.1 b illion). 
 

The August t o Sept ember de crease in im ports of goods  
reflected decreases in consumer goods ($1 .9 billion); 
automotive vehicles, parts, and engines ($ 1.4 b illion); an d 
other goods ($0.3 billion).  Increases occurred in capital goods 
($1.3 b illion) and industrial supplies and materials ($0.1 
billion).  Foods, feeds, and beverages were vi rtually 
unchanged. 

 
The Sep tember 20 09 to  September 2 010 in crease in  

exports of goods reflected increases in industrial supplies and 
materials ($ 5.1 billion); capital goods ($4.9 b illion); foods, 
feeds, and beverages ($1.7 billion); automotive vehicles, parts, 
and engines ($ 1.7 b illion); other goods ($1.4 b illion); and 
consumer goods ($1.1 billion). 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Total goods data are reported on a Balance of Payments basis, unless otherwise specified.  Commodity and country detail data for goods are on a Census basis. 
Monthly statistics are seasonally adjusted unless otherwise specified.   For information on data sources and definitions, see the information section on page A-1 of this 
release, or at www.census.gov/ft900 or www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/trade/tradnewsrelease.htm.  The next FT-900 release is December 10, 2010. 
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The September 2009  to Sep tember 20 10 in crease in 
imports of goods reflected increase s in  capital goods ($8.8 
billion); industrial supplies and materials ($7 .0 billion); 
consumer goods ($5.2 b illion); automotive vehicles, parts, 
and engines ($3.6 b illion); and foods, feeds, and beverages 
($1.1 billion).  A d ecrease o ccurred in  other goods ($0.2 
billion). 

 
Services 
 

Services exp orts in creased $0 .5 b illion from Au gust t o 
September.  The inc rease was m ostly accounted for by 
increases i n travel, other private services (which includes  
items such as  business , profe ssional, a nd technical servi ces, 
insurance se rvices, and fi nancial services ), and passenger 
fares.  Changes in the othe r categ ories of  ser vices ex ports 
were small. 

 
 Services im ports in creased $0.3 b illion fro m Au gust t o 
September.  The increase was more than accounted for by 
increases in other private services, travel, and passenger fares.  
A decrease in other transportation (which includes freight and 
port serv ices) was p artly o ffsetting.  Ch anges in  th e o ther 
categories of services imports were small. 
         
 The Se ptember 2009 to Se ptember 2010 increase in 
exports of serv ices was $4 .4 billion.  The larg est i ncreases 
were in other private services ($1 .4 b illion), travel ($1.2 
billion), and royalties and license fees ($1.1 billion).  Within 
other private services, the l argest increase  was in business, 
professional, and technical services. 
  
 The Se ptember 2009 to Se ptember 2010 increase in 
imports o f serv ices was $ 2.6 b illion.  The largest increases 
were i n other transportation ($1.0 b illion), other private 
services ($0.5 b illion), and  royalties and license fees ($ 0.4 
billion).  Within other private services, the larg est in crease 
was in business, professional, and technical services. 

 
Goods and Services Moving Average 
 

For t he t hree m onths endi ng i n Se ptember, ex ports of 
goods and  serv ices averaged $153.7 b illion, while imports of 
goods and  serv ices av eraged $ 198.1 b illion, resu lting in an  
average trad e d eficit o f $44.4 b illion.  For th e th ree m onths 
ending in August, the average trade deficit was $46.3 billion, 
reflecting av erage e xports of $152.6 billion an d av erage 
imports of $198.8 billion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Selected Not Seasonally Adjusted Goods Details 
 

The Sep tember figu res sh ow surp luses, in b illions of 
dollars, w ith H ong K ong $2 .3 ( $1.9 for A ugust), Australia 
$1.2 ( $1.0), S ingapore $0.7 ( $1.1), an d Egypt $0.6 ($0.4).  
Deficits were recorded, in billions of dollars, with China $27.8 
($28.0), O PEC $ 8.9 ( $9.0), E uropean U nion $6.1 ( $8.1), 
Mexico $5 .8 ($6.0), Japan $5.0 ($5.8), Germany $2.7 ($3.4), 
Nigeria $2.5 ($ 2.7), Irel and $2 .2 ($2.5), Venezuela $1 .9 
($2.2), K orea $1.3 ( $1.3), C anada $1.1 ( $2.2), and Tai wan 
$0.9 ($1.2). 

 
Advanced technology products exports were $23.0 billion 

in Sep tember an d im ports were $31.9 billion, resulting i n a 
deficit o f $9.0 b illion.  Sep tember expo rts were $1.1 b illion 
more th an the $21 .8 billion i n August, wh ile Sep tember 
imports were $ 1.3 billion m ore th an th e $ 30.6 b illion in 
August. 

 
Revisions (Goods on a Census basis, not seasonally 
adjusted)  

For August, goods exports were revised down $0.1 billion 
and imports w ere vi rtually unrevised.  G oods ca rry-over i n 
September was $0 .1 billion (0.1 percent) for ex ports and $0.6 
billion (0.4 percent) fo r imports.  Fo r August, revised export 
carry-over was $0 .1 billion (0 .1 percent), revised down fro m 
$0.2 billion (0.2  percent).  Fo r August, revised  import carry-
over was $0 .1 b illion (0 .1 percen t), rev ised do wn fro m $0.6 
billion (0.3 percent). 

 
Services ex ports fo r A ugust were re vised d own $0.1 

billion to $46.1 billion, and services imports for August were 
revised down  $0.1 billion to $ 33.4 billion.  Fo r both ex ports 
and im ports, the re visions were m ostly accounted for by 
downward revisions in travel. 

 
 

Scheduled release dates through February 2011 are located on page A-5 
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