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Establishment Surveys

o Establishment surveys differ 

from household surveys in 

important ways

o Variety between establishment 

surveys have led to fewer firm 

best practices

o Less methods research on 

establishment surveys and 

results are often scattered in 

the literature
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The Questions

o Is it possible or practical to have best 

practices when establishment 

surveys vary so much?

o How can we systematically improve 

our establishment survey designs to 

meet the specific needs of the overall 

project?

o How do we accommodate the fact 

that survey practitioners have varying 

levels of control over the elements of 

a survey design.
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Solution

o Develop a universal method 

for reviewing establishment 

survey methodologies

o Focus on practical usability 

for the survey practitioner

o Help to identify areas for 

refinement in the 

methodology to better meet 

the goals of the study.
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What makes a survey successful?

Unit response

Item response

Data Quality

Coverage

Budget
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Design Facets Success Measures

Response Motivation

Sample Frame

Survey Instrument/ 
Data collected

Outreach

Quality control

Unit Response

Item response

Data Quality

Coverage
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Design Facets Success Measures

Response Motivation

Sample Frame

Survey Instrument/ 
Data collected

Outreach

Quality control

Unit Response

Item response

Data Quality

Coverage

Establishment definition

Turnover

Visibility

Registration

Data elements (#)

Actual burden

Perceived burden

Instrument dev/testing

History

Endorsement

Incentives

Saliency

Modes

Number

Points of contact

Time

Validation

Historical data

Follow-up

Response support

Design Elements
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Tool for Establishment Survey Assessment (TESA)

o Initially developed in Excel, converted to web via Voxco

o Walks the user through each element and asks them to score 

the survey on that specific element

o Scores are generally qualitative, but instructions provide 

guidance to help maintain reliability.

o Tool identifies strengths and weaknesses of the design.

o Points users toward resources that may help refine the 

methodology.
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TESA Score



Success Impact Score
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Relative Design Strength
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Bibliography - Resources
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Next Steps

o Integrate methods bibliography to point researchers 
toward specific research that may help improve their 
survey.

o Test with multiple establishment survey efforts and 
compare to known results.

o Continue to refine web formatting.

o Extend access to the field.
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