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NSSRN History
 Conducted by the Health Resources and Services Administration’s 

(HRSA) National Center for Health Workforce Analysis (NCHWA) 
approximately every 4 years from 1977-2008

 Mandate for survey originally found in the Public Health Service Act
 Data are used to evaluate and project nursing resources at the state 

and national level
 Topics include:

 Education and training in nursing
 Professional nursing certifications
 Current and past nursing workforce participation
 Income
 Demographic characteristics
 States in which they hold current licenses



2018 Survey Redesign
 First time the survey will be conducted since 2008
 Combines NSSRN with National Sample Survey of 

Nurse Practitioners (NSSNP)
 Collects public opinion data on the National 

Practitioner Data Bank
 Incorporates questionnaire design best practices
 Expert review
 Cognitive testing
 Usability testing



2008 2018



2018 Sampling Frame
 Nationwide sample of over 100,000 Registered 

Nurses (RNs)
 Complete list of currently active RN licenses in the 

U.S. does not yet exist
 Census will create a frame from state licensure board 

listings  
 Data is being collected from:
 National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN)
 Individual state licensure boards



Data Requested from States
All RNs 
licensed 
and 
eligible to 
practice 
from each 
state 
including:

Advanced 
Practice Nurses

Nurse Practitioners
Certified Nurse Midwives
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists
Clinical Nursing Specialist 

Nurses recently licensed in a state 
either through endorsement or 
examination

Nurses who have recently had their licenses 
reinstated



Data Requested from States
What to include: Why we need this information:

RN licensure information
Indication of Advanced Practice

NCSBN ID

Reconcile licensure status reported by the state 
and RN. 

Determine for nurses registered in multiple states 
which state they should be listed.

Name
Address

Email
Telephone number

Contact information

Social Security Number Identify nurses who may be registered in more 
than one state under slightly different names.

Date of birth
Gender

Race
Ethnicity

NSCBN sample flag

Aid in sampling and file cleaning.



Current State Participation



Frame Data Processing

Normalize data into a single frame of RNs from all contributing states

Eliminate sample overlap with Nursing Workforce Study

Deduplicate RNs found in multiple states

Supplement missing state frame data 

Match data to administrative records

Receive data from NCSBN and state licensure boards



Frame Data Processing
Anticipated sampling hurdles:
 Nurse Licensure Compacts
 High degree of interstate commuting
 Federal facility employment
 Underrepresentation in nursing population:
 Males
 Minority groups
 Recent graduates



Experiments
 Incentive:
 Subsample of respondents will receive a lanyard and pen 

 Materials:
 Infographics
 Targeted paper mailings
 Tabbed postcard reminders
 Pressure sealed and manila envelopes



Schedule
 Collection: January 2018 – Summer 2018
 Including up to 7 follow up reminders

 Processing: Through Fall 2018
 Dissemination: Fall - Winter 2018



Thank you

Questions?

Contact:
Michael.Brennan@census.gov
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