NWX-US DEPT OF COMMERCE
Moderator: Deborah Rivera-Nieves 
5-20-15/12:00 pm CT

Confirmation # 3744558




Page 1

NWX-US DEPT OF COMMERCE
Moderator: Deborah Rivera-Nieves
May 20, 2015
12:00 pm CT
Coordinator:
Welcome and thank you for standing by. At this time, all participants are in a listen-only mode. After the presentation, we will conduct a question and answer session. To ask a question please press star then 1. You will be prompted to record your first and last name.

Today’s conference is being recorded. If there are any objections, you may disconnect at this time. I’d now like to introduce your host for today’s conference, (John Spary). Thank you. You may begin.

(John Spary):
Good afternoon, and welcome to the Investigating Economic Indicator Webinar Series. I’m (John Spary), and I will be the host of this webinar. This webinar series was created by the Economic Directorate of the United States Census Bureau to help you discover the wide range of economic indicators Census produces.


Through this webinar, you will learn how to navigate indicator databases. We will have a formal question and answer session following the webinar, where you will be able to call in and ask questions for our analyst. However, if during the presentation you have any questions, feel free to submit them using the chat dialogue box to the username askcensus, once again, askcensus, and we will try to address your questions throughout the presentation.


This webinar and others that have already taken place, as well as the complete presentation file, will be archived on our website, Census.gov/econ/webinar for later viewing. While we’re waiting for a few stragglers to log in, let’s review some relevant materials to today’s webinar that you may be interested in.


As some of you listening today may already know, this webinar is building upon our previous economic indicator webinar series, which looked at most of the indicators we will briefly cover today in much greater detail.

Because we are limited in time, navigating multiple indicator databases today, if you would like to learn more detailed information about any of today’s indicators, please visit the previous webinar’s archive at census.gov/econ/webinar and select the intro to economic indicators tab to have access to the prior series PowerPoints and recorded webinars.

As I just mentioned, today’s webinar is the second in our investigating economic indicators series. Today’s webinar will explain how to navigate indicator databases. Later webinars in the series will investigate relationships that exist between various economic indicators, as well as other data products.


Once again, to ensure all of you are on the right webinar, today we’re presenting on how to navigate Census Bureau indicator databases. As you can see, today we are going to cover five ways to find economic indicator data, ranging from the economic indicator dashboard to the America’s economy mobile app.


Though we are discussing how to access Census indicator data in five ways, through these five ways you will learn how to access data for all 13 of the economic indicators Census produces. As you can see, we publish data on a wide range of topics, covering data on services, housing and construction, trade, manufacturing, and more.


Before we begin navigating the indicator databases today, I wanted to remind all of you that a majority of today’s presentation will be a live demonstration using Census web pages and databases. In case we encounter any technical issues or pop-ups, please have patience as we work through them.


And once again, if you have any questions, please submit them into the ask Census chat box as I’m going through the presentation. So let’s pull up the website. Okay. With indicator data spanning 13 separate releases, we have to ask, “Where do we begin?” Anytime you may be interested in Census-produced data, a good place to start is our website, census.gov.


As you can see on the census.gov homepage, there are a lot of options to explore all of the interesting data Census produces. But because we’re only focusing on economic indicator data today, let’s draw our attention to the box titled U.S. Census Bureau Economic Indicators, on the right-hand side of the page.


This area is the economic indicator dashboard, and the first way to find economic indicator data that we will discuss today. As you can see from the homepage, the economic indicator dashboard provides the highest level of statistics for each indicator and notes when they were last released.


It lists the most recently published indicator at the top, and by using the upward and downward facing errors, you can scroll through to find other recently published indicators. Alternatively, you could click on the View All link or the title U.S. Census Bureau Economic Indicators to view the entire dashboard at once.


So let’s go ahead and do that and see where it takes us. When the new page loads, we find ourselves in the second place to access indicator data that we’ll discuss today, the economic indicator briefing room. You can get to the briefing room also by entering in census.gov/economic-indicators into your web browser.


So now that we’re all in the briefing room, what makes it different than the previously shown dashboard? As I showed you all earlier, the dashboard really only provided the highest level of statistics for each indicator and noted when they were last published, while the briefing room provides more ways to access and download each indicator’s data.


For starters, each bolded title for any given indicator serves as a link back to their respective homepage. Using these links, you can find a wealth of information on any specific indicator here. Below each indicator’s link, you’ll find a series of buttons. Here you should find that each indicator has their most recent releases available in either PDF, Excel, or text format.


Using the envelope and dash icons, you can sign up for notifications when indicator data releases, either by email or RSS feed. To the immediate right of this area, is where you’ll find the given indicators archive and historic time series, as well as a calendar of the indicator’s most recent release and the next release.


You can find all 13 indicators here, by either selecting them from the dropdown menu or by scrolling down the page. Like with the dashboard from the census.gov homepage, the most recently released indicators are at the top of the page. Please note, on days of data releases, this webpage is updated within moments of each indicator’s release.


Let’s say you were interested in seeing more data from one of these indicators. Remember where I just showed you where the archived historic and time series data is? Well, if we wanted more data from any one of these 13 indicators, all you would need to do is click on one of those links. However, for our purposes today, we’re going to focus on just the time series trend charts.


As you can see from the briefing room, of the 13 economic indicators listed here, 12 have links to the time series trend charts, the lone exception being the advanced report on durable goods, manufacturers, shipments, inventories, and orders report. But don’t fear. If you’re looking for this manufacturing data, this database does offer the full report on manufacturing, shipment, inventory, and orders data when it releases roughly one week later.


Just to let everybody is on the same page, we’re going to start by looking at data from an indicator that had its most recent publication yesterday, the new residential construction report. Feel free to follow along with us at your own computer, or try following along with me after the recording becomes available.


We can get to their time series trend charts by clicking on the small graph icon next to the indicator. For today’s example, we’re interested in viewing the new residential construction’s time series charts. So we’re going to go ahead and click on the icon next to it.


Once you click on the icon, you’ll be redirected to the Census indicators database, the second database we’ll be discussing today. If you clicked on the icon next to the new residential construction icon, you should see the word new residential construction populated in the dropdown box next to the large printed number one in the middle of the page.


If you chose another survey and need to change it to the new residential construction report, you can do so by just clicking and scrolling down until you find it in this box. Now that we all should have the new residential construction report selected, I’m going to show you how polling data for it will be as easy as counting to five. That’s right, five.


Please note, I will be polling data for multiple indicators using the Census indicators database, but due to the limited amount of time we have today, I will be unable to show you how to poll data from all 12 indicators included in this database.


That being said, once you see how easy it is to poll data for the few samples indicators I review today, you should be able to apply these lessons to all of the indicators available in the database.

To start with polling any data using the Census indicators database, I select the appropriate survey or report that I want data from. In this case, we should already have the new residential construction report selected.


As you can see, for the second selection area the data goes all the way back to 1959. However, for today’s purposes, let’s limit how much data are displayed by shortening the period to the past ten years. So for the second selection, we’ll change the starting data range from 1959 to 2005.


Because we only want the previous decade’s worth of data, we’ll leave the end date as 2015. For the third selection, I can choose to see data from a particular industry or category. If you click on the selection box, you’ll see for the new residential construction there are eight options here.


For our sample data today, I’m going to choose the fourth option, annual rate for housing unit started. Moving on the fourth selection for this indicator, I can select a type of housing unit. For our sample data purposes today, I’m going to select single-family units. The fifth option allows us to select a geographic level. For our sample data today, I’m going to select south.


If you followed along with me so far, what we have selected are data from the new residential construction report between 2005-2015, particularly the annual rate for housing units started for single-family housing units that are located in the southern United States.


Before we go ahead and select the get data button, we need to choose if we’d like to see this data as seasonally adjusted, not seasonally adjusted, or to show the estimates of sampling variability.


In this example, because we are selecting the annual rate for housing units started, only the not seasonally adjusted data option is available - or, is unavailable, rather. For this example, we’ll just leave the seasonally adjusted data selected and then click on the get data button.


After you click on the get data button, you can see that we now have the annualized rate for housing units started in the south that are seasonally adjusted for single-family units between 2005-2015. However, just as a precaution, any time you poll data from the Census indicators database, you should check for three things: First, are the data what we wanted to select?


Well, it is the annualized rate for housing units started in the southern United States for seasonally adjusted single-family units between 2005-2015, which were all our selections. So, yes, it does appear to be the data we wanted to select.


Second, we should check to see how the values in the table are measured. Are they in thousands, millions, or billions? In this example, they’re in thousands of units. Finally, you should check on the right-hand side of the page to see when the data were last revised or published.


As many of these indicators are published on a monthly basis, it is possible data may be revised if you poll them at a later date. With these three things in mind, let’s try another sample data example.


For our first example, we looked at the new residential construction report, one of our monthly indicators. How about for the second example we focus on one of our quarterly indicators, the quarterly financial report? So just like in the previous example, the very first thing we should do is select the appropriate survey or report we want data from.


In this case, we would select the quarterly financial report. As you can see, the default presets show that data are available back to 2000. However, to stay similar with the last example, let’s go ahead and limit how much data are displayed by shortening the period to the last decade.


So for the second selection, we’ll change the starting date range from 2000-2005. Because we only want the previous decade’s worth of data, we’ll leave the end date as 2015. So for the third selection, I can choose to see data from a particular industry or category. If you click on the selection box, you’ll see that there are a lot more industry and category options here than there were on our last example.


For our sample data today, how about we choose the category all mining? Moving on to the fourth selection for this indicator, you can see we have about 30 options to view the all mining data under. To make our selection for sample data easier, I’m going to go ahead and choose the category income loss after income taxes, or about the ninth option down.


Just like with our prior example, the fifth and final selection option allows us to select a geographic level. However, when I click on the selection box for geographic level, you can see that for the quarterly financial report, there are no options aside from U.S. total. This is because data are only available at the national level.


So to summarize what we’ve done here so far: We’ve selected data for the quarterly financial report, particularly data between 2005-2015 on all mining data for income loss after income taxes at the national level. Now before we go ahead and select the get data button, we need to choose if we would like to view this data as seasonally adjusted, not seasonally adjusted, or just the estimate of sampling variability for this data.


In this example, we cannot select the seasonally adjusted data. So let’s go ahead and just select the not seasonally adjusted and to show the estimates of sampling variability. Once we do that, let’s go ahead and click on the get data button. When the new table loads, we should see the not seasonally adjusted data on all mining income after income taxes between 2005-2015.


However, looking at this table, something seems amiss. In case you haven’t noticed it yet, there is no 2015 data here. However, we selected 2015 up here. So why do we have no data for 2015? Well, remember when I told you with the last example that you should check for three thing after your table loads?


By checking one of those three things, you should have a clue why there’s no 2015 data here. First, the last release on the right-hand side of the page notes that the last release was on March 23, 2015. Given that release was before the first quarter had concluded, well, it may be a bit difficult to have data for the first quarter of 2015.


Second, if you read the notes before the table, you would see that it states, “The items listed as N/A are for data that aren’t available.” It stands to reason, then, that the data are not available for the first quarter of 2015, because they haven’t been released yet. So the data will be released then probably when the quarterly financial report releases the first quarter in June.


Now that we’ve gone through two examples, I should show you all of the extra features the Census indicators database has to offer. As we’ve already shown you today, after you hit the get data button, a table will appear below with your selections. Directly above the table, you’ll have the option to download the data into text, Excel, or to show the data as either a bar or a line chart.


If you click on the link for either bar chart or line chart, you’ll see that your data selection neatly produces a chart. So let’s try out a bar chart first. Once you click on the link, it’ll produce the standard bar chart with whatever data you have selected previously. In this example, because there is no 2015 data, you will notice that there are no bars here to represent 2015 data.


You can double check this by hovering your cursor over each bar and a pop-up box should show you what quarter it represents. If you had selected the option to show the estimates of sampling variability earlier, like we did, you would see range of variability when you hover your cursor over the data points two, represented by the plus/minus, in this case for the 15.


All right. As you can see, if we highlighted over the last quarter here for 2014, it shows the measure of variability in parenthesis. Beyond the contents of the graph, you may have noticed that below the horizontal axis, the graph will say when the data was extracted. This is very important, because if you poll the data at a later time, it may be different because the data was revised after a new release.


Saving the graph is as easy as clicking, or left-clicking, on the charts image and selecting what type of image you would like it to be saved as. If you prefer a line chart over a bar chart, you can simply change this by clicking on the line chart link. And as you can see above, it changes the chart from a bar chart to a line chart.


And if we wanted to create any customized graphs using this data, you could always download the data by either Excel option we have available. XLSV allows you to download the table with output displayed vertically, while the second option, XLSH, allows you to download the data horizontally.


Alternatively, you could also download all the available data for a report or survey by clicking the link underneath the get data button. And while you’re there, if you’re interested in saving the selections you made above so that you may return to the website when new data are released for the indicator you’re looking at, you can do so by clicking on the save this search link.


When you click on the link, a dialogue box should appear for you to bookmark the webpage. You’d simply add the bookmark by hitting the add button in whatever browser you’re in, and then returning to the page after the next release for that given indicator.


Since we have the time, let’s go ahead and try one more example before moving on to the next database I want to show you today. For this example, let’s select the manufacturer, shipments, inventory, and orders data. Unlike with the other examples we listed today, let’s go ahead and display the data for the last five years. So let’s change the starting date range from 1992 to 2010.


For the third selection, let’s take a look at automobile manufacturing. And for the fourth and fifth selection, let’s just leave them at the defaults of value of shipments and U.S. total. Unlike our previous examples, for this survey we can choose to see either seasonally adjusted or not seasonally adjusted data.


So why don’t we go ahead and check off both and see what happens. Go ahead and click the get data button. And once the new tables load, you’ll see that we have two tables: one for the seasonally adjusted data, and the other for the not seasonally adjusted data.

As I’ve said before, once you generate the tables it’s important to first make sure that this data is what we wanted to extract, which from what it appears we have both the seasonally adjusted and not seasonally adjusted value of shipments data for manufactured automobiles between 2000-2015 - or 2010-2015, my mistake.


If you want to display graphs of this data, it’s important to note that because there are two tables, you must save them one at a time if you want to keep them. So as you can see, if I hit bar chart for the first table and hit line chart for the second, they both create. But if you wanted to save them, you’d have to save them separately.


All right. So now that we’re done showing examples from the Census indicators database, let’s review what it has to offer. After each indicator is released, the Census indicators database is updated with the newly released data within moments. Extracting data from the Census indicators database is as simply as counting to five.


After you extract your data, you could download it in either Excel or text format, or can produce bar and line charts. Finally, if you wanted to save your report and return to it later, you can use the save this search link. While the Census indicators database covered 12 of 13 of our indicators, the next database we’ll cover, U.S.A. trade online, only has data from one indicator.


Now you can get to U.S.A. trade online in a couple of ways. First, you could enter it into your web browser: usatrade.census.gov. And as you can see the U.S.A. trade online page comes up. Or alternatively, you could access it from the International Trade Indicators website at census.gov/trade and using the U.S.A. trade online link under the important links section on the left-hand side of the page.


Well, it seems we’re having an Internet issue there, so let’s just go ahead and use the - let’s just go ahead and type it into the web browser. All right, so where were we?

Yes, if you joined us for our previous webinar, you may recall that the monthly international goods and services report publishes the monthly, annual, and year-to-date trade balance for exports and imports of services and goods at the state, country, and commodity level of detail in the make and use and harmonize system.


With so much data packed into the intentional goods and services report, you may be wondering what’s left for U.S.A. trade online to offer. For starters, U.S.A. trade online is the official source we publish harmonize system data at the ten-digit level.

What this means is if you want to find out data as specific as the value of red potatoes we imported in March versus the value of organic potatoes we imported in March, you could research that level of commodity detail using U.S.A. trade online.


As a comparison, there is no published data on potatoes in the monthly international goods and services report. U.S.A. trade online has a lot of features, which I, unfortunately, won’t be able to fully demonstrate for you today. In fact, there was a massive update to U.S.A. trade online yesterday. So if we have enough demand, we could create a separate webinar for U.S.A. trade online.


Today, I will be extracting data for one sample data example using U.S.A. trade online’s popular ability to create customized reports. Using customized reports, you can combine commodities, countries, states, ports, or time periods into customized groups for your data needs. I’ll show you an example using custom groups on golf equipment in just a few minutes.

From the U.S.A. trade online homepage, you can log into the database by clicking the access data button in the upper left-hand corner. Once you log into the database, you’ll be brought to the data source selection page. From this page, you will have the option to select any of the four available data series: district, port, state, and NAICS.


You will also have the ability to recall reports you save in the database here by navigating to the my reports tab. We’ll cover that later. In today’s example, we will extract state export data for golf equipment. To get started with this data sample, we’ll need to select the appropriate data series first.


As I said before, U.S.A. trade online offers four data series: district, port, state, and NAICS (16:08:59). Each data series has different levels of detail available. For the exact level of detail each data series has, please refer to the U.S.A. trade online quick reference slide I included in this webinar’s handouts.


So let me go ahead and pull that up just in case you guys didn’t download it before the webinar. Now since we’re looking at state export data, we’ll need to select one of two available classification systems for state exports. Hold on just a second. Before we select which one of these data series fits our needs, let’s review what these data series are.


The first classification system is one we have seen earlier today in our other indicators, the North American Industry Classification System, or NAICS. As the name indicates, these data, which are available up to the six-digit level, are industry based, meaning this data provides a broader picture on how a particular industry is performing.


Now if you’re not an importer or exporter, you probably aren’t familiarized with the second classification system, the harmonize system. The harmonize system, or HS for short, is an international classification system used for classifying exports and imports. So what makes NAICS and the harmonize system different? Well, the short answer would be the focus and the level of detail.


For example, the detail under the industry classification focus, NAICS, you could see data on categories such as passenger vehicles or potatoes, while under the international classification focus harmonize system, you could find out if those vehicles were trucks, light automobiles, tractor trailers, or if those potatoes were organic, russet, or red.


With this mind, if we’re looking to create a customized grouping covering golf equipment, we may want to use the harmonize system, because there may not be an industrial classification for golf equipment. So returning back to the data source selection screen, let’s click on the HS or the harmonize system link for the state export data set.

Once you click on the HS link, you’ll be redirected to the report content selection page. And you’ll know that denoted by the link up at the top showing where you are in the selection process. In this area, you’ll be able to select the contents of your report. Depending on the data series you selected, you’ll have different content selections on the left-hand side of the page.


Because we are using state data for this example, we have five selections on the left-hand side, one of which is for state. For other data series, such as the port or district level data, you would have those options available here, but you wouldn’t have the state option available here, because you’d be looking at either state or port or district level data.


Before we go ahead and start selecting our report’s contents, let’s go ahead and familiarize ourselves with what’s going on in this very busy U.S.A. trade online layout. As I just mentioned, on the left-hand side of the page, you can make different content selections. Whenever you make these selections, the area to the immediate right will change with further sub-selections, you can make for that section.

At the top of the sub-selection area, you can either find the select that provides members in the sub-selection or create a custom group of members. For instance, for the state selection, if you were just interested in, say, data from Arkansas, you could select it under the members area.

However, if you wanted to see data from all of the northeastern United States, you could either select them under the members area by checking them off one by one or create a customized group for it in the custom groups area. I’ll later get into how to create a custom group in our golf equipment example.


Below these tabs is a series of green checkmarks and red X’s. What these do is give you the ability to select all of the subsection at once for your report. The reason there are so many green checks and red X’s is because they correspond to different columns in the subsections below.


For instance, if you wanted data for each separate state to be selected, you could click this green checkmark above the second column, because the first one only highlights the column for the all state total. Alternatively, you could select the green checkmark under the word all, which would select all of the available selections below.


Finally, there is the ability to select a range of data selection - sorry about that. Finally, there is the ability to select a range of data selections below. So let’s say if you wanted to see all states that started with A, you click the green checkmark under the words range and then check the first state with the letter A, Alabama, and then the last one with the letter A, Arkansas.


And as you can see, all of those in between now have become populated with checkmarks. Now next to all of those green checkmarks and red X’s is a search toolbar. So if you wanted to find data for your favorite state, such as mine, Virginia, you could type it in here and hit enter. And anything matching the word Virginia would pop up below.


As you can see, this brought up both West Virginia in addition to Virginia. Even though we wanted to select Virginia, this example shows you why you need to be careful what you select for in the search box, because you may get more than what you’re searching for.


This is especially important to consider when using the search feature with the commodities sub-selection for commodities. So for instance, if you looked up something such as nuts, you may get the food nuts and you may get nuts as in tools with nuts and bolts. So keep that in mind if you use the search feature.

The last thing you should take note of here are the blue links across the top of the page that start with U.S.A. trade home and end with report. The report link will generate your report based on what you’ve selected down below - we’ll cover that shortly in our example - while the other links will take us back to either the original U.S.A. trade online homepage, or the data source selection screen.

Now that we’ve familiarized ourselves with the layout of U.S.A. trade online, let’s go ahead and poll some data on the golf equipment, finally. As you can see, if we started off from the beginning, the default selections screen we would be at would be state.


Now before I begin polling data for any report using U.S.A. trade online, I prefer to clear out all the default selections. The fastest way to do this is to click the small black X’s next to the report content selections on the left hand side of the screen. So let’s go ahead and do that.


Now that we’ve cleared out all the defaults, let’s go ahead and select the data for our example. For our example, let’s look at state exports of golf equipment over the last five years. To start polling our data, we’ll first make our selections in the state area.


Sine we’re going to be looking at golf equipment, why don’t we just go ahead and choose a state with some golfing history? If I recall last month in April, wasn’t there like a big golf tournament in Georgia or something? Let’s go ahead and use Georgia for our state data.


So we can either find Georgia in a couple ways. We could scroll down and find it in the middle of the page and then put a checkmark next to it, or we could either type in Georgia in the search box, hit enter, and it would pop up. Now, since I already put a checkmark in it, it already has a checkmark next to it. So we can move onto the next selection area, measures.

Now you can get to measures by clicking on the word measures on the left-hand side of the page. Under this subsection, you can select how you want the export values to be displayed. In this example, we would just be interested in the total export value. So we would just go ahead and select off the total value box.


The next subsection we should choose is country. Just like with the measures, you can get to this area by clicking on the word country on the left-hand side. When the new page loads, you can see you have three options: world total, geographic regions, and international organizations and trade agreements.


To see all of the options available below each one of these, you can do so by clicking on the plus sign next to each selection box. However, for our example today let’s just keep things simple and just put a checkmark next to the world total. Let’s check off that and go ahead and move on over to commodity.


For commodity, we know we’re interested in golf equipment. Since I’m pretty sure there will be multiple commodities covering golf equipment, let’s go ahead and make a custom grouping for golf equipment commodities.

We can get to the custom groups area by clicking the tab to the right of the members tab that says custom groups. Now once we do that, because there are no custom groups created, we’ll have to go ahead and select the create new group button. Let’s go ahead and do that.


Then the new page that loads will immediately have the option: what to write our new group as. In this example let’s go ahead and say golf equipment. Now that’s only popping up with golf equipment, because I’ve done that before on this computer, just in case you were wondering.


In this area below, we can search for golf equipment in two ways. First, if we knew the HS code or the harmonize system codes, we could select them by scrolling down below and finding them in the selection tree. That could take a long time if you didn’t know what the commodities were.


Or, you could either go into the search box and type in the world golf and hit enter. And that will bring up whatever golf-related commodities ping with that search. Like I said before, this could ring up some commodities that we may not want and from first glance it appears that’s the case.


The first commodity represents passenger vehicles for snow, golf carts, and similar vehicles. So if we polled that into this group, that would be giving us more than what we want, because it would be just more than golf carts. Let’s go ahead and not select that one.


And then this last commodity down here, says it’s for balls other than golf, tennis, and inflatable balls. So we don’t want that, because it’s balls that are other than golf. Now these three commodities in between, golf clubs, golf balls, and golf equipment, excluding clubs, so that’s basically miscellaneous golf equipment, we probably want all these. Let’s go ahead and put checkmarks next to all them.


Once we do that, we can hit the create custom group button. As you can see, the new golf equipment grouping will be selected already for us, and now we can move onto the next selection area, time.

Under time, you have the ability to select the annual, monthly, and year-to-date data. You can select monthly data by clicking the plus sign next to any given year. Like with the other selection areas, you can also create your own custom grouping here, even though it’s been renamed time series.


For example, since we only want the previous five years of data, let’s go ahead and select the last five years of data. And let’s go ahead and use that range feature that I showed you earlier. So I’m going to go ahead and put a checkmark in 2010, since it’s the start of the last five years, and then I’ll put it in 2015. And, as you can see, it selects everything in between.

Now that I have everything selected, let’s click the report button up at the top to finally see our report. Now once you click the report button, you’ll be redirected to your reports output in the table format. As you can see, we have data here for Georgia with total exports, and we know its exports given this title up here, summed for all countries at the world total, for the custom commodity grouping golf equipment between the years 2010-2015.


Now that we have our data, I’d like to quickly show you a few more features U.S.A. trade online offers once you have your data into table format. For starters, if you wanted to download this data you could do so by clicking the green downward facing arrow right here in the middle of the page.


Once you do that, you have three options to download your file as. Most of our data users use the XML spreadsheet for Excel, or the XML extension. So if you were to go ahead and do that, you would hit okay. A new dialog box would pop up, and you would open up the report. Now, just as a precaution, please note for this feature you will find your data in the Excel spreadsheet on the third tab labeled report.


If for whatever reason you did not want to download the report, because you weren’t satisfied with how this table is displayed, you can change that by clicking on this icon right here, the square icon here next to the left of the blue circle icon and selecting any of the available options below to change how the table is displayed.


However, let’s say you liked this report and wanted to return to it every month new data is published. We can do that by saving this report using the floppy disk icon. And once you do that you would give it a title that would make sense to you. So in this case, let’s just call it NAV1.


You would save it to whatever folder you had created for yourself. The default folder is my reports. You could add in notes if it made any sense to you, and then you would just hit okay. Now, I’ve already saved a report as NAV1, so I’m not going to hit okay.


Now if you want to access that report, how you would get to it is you’d go back to the report data source selection page, and you’d click on the my reports tab. And then you would type in your report, which in this case would be NAV1. Then you give it a click, and boom, look at that, your data is right there.


So why is this important? Well, if we return to this table after April data was published, the year-to-date values here at the end would include April data. So that may be important to you because you wouldn’t have to go through and recreate all of these selections again.


Now this concludes our demo of U.S.A. trade online. However there are a few more things I need to bring to your attention about this database. Now, hold on here. I’m getting a question that was just passed to me. And the question says, “Is there a subscription required to access the U.S.A. trade online?”


So yes, it is subscription-based right now. However, you can access it for a free trial from our homepage, and I believe the free trial is for 30 days. You don’t need any credit card information or anything like that, you just simply put in your email address so they can email you an account number, and a phone number. You won’t be called or anything, it’s just to make sure there aren’t any duplicates going on.


But you can access it for free, and then if you happen to like what’s going on there you could subscribe. And it says down here that the monthly cost is $25 dollars, but I believe it’s cheaper if you purchase it at an annual rate.


Now, moving back to the presentation. Let’s see, where was I? Okay. Let’s see. All right. Now, because I didn’t have the opportunity to fully cover everything U.S.A. trade online has to offer and because, as I mentioned earlier, there are even more improvements.


There were a lot of improvements that came in yesterday, and there are more improvements scheduled coming to U.S.A. trade online by the end of the year, that may change how the database looks, feel free to contact the U.S.A. trade online support staff at 1-800-549-0595 option 4. Or 301-763-2311 for any assistance you may need with the database.

Of course, my contact information will be available at the end of the webinar, so you can also give me a call if you’d like. Now, the next way I’m going to show you how to access indicators among one of the U.S. Bureau’s newest features.

The economic indicator time series database is now available via the application programing interface, or API. The census application programing interface, API, let’s developers create custom apps to reach new users and a key demographic, socioeconomic, and housing statistic more accessible than ever before.


The Census Bureau’s API allows developers to design web and mobile apps to explore or learn more about America’s changing population and economy. The API lets developers customize Census Bureau statistics into web or mobile apps that provide users quick and easy access from an ever-increasing pool of publicly available datasets.


Currently available statistics provide key demographics and economic information on the nation, its neighborhoods, and areas in between. These data are currently used to distribute around $400 billion in Federal, state, and local funds in ways that help communities plan for schools, social and emergency services, highway improvements, and economic development.


Developers could use the statistics available through this API to create apps that show commuting patterns for every city in America or display the latest numbers on owners and renters in the neighborhood someone may want to live in.

Or, it could also provide a local government a range of socioeconomic statistics on its population. When it comes to the economic indicator data, currently there are 15 available APIs online, ranging from the international trade in goods and services report, to construction spending.


Over time, more data sets will be added. We’re excited to see what you can create with this toolkit. The final way to access indicator data I wanted to discuss today, is the Census Bureau’s free mobile app, called America’s Economy.


The America’s Economy app is available on iPhone, iPad, and Android devices, and provides data on all 13 of our indicators as soon as they release publicly. This app will provide with you quick and easy to access data and information on all of the economic indicators described today, in addition to other federally produced economic indicators.


Because I can’t show you how to access the America’s Economy app live, I’m going to show a brief, minute-long video how to access the app with your mobile device. Before I start the video, I’m going to post a link to a short survey. Please fill this out and let us know how we’re doing. Let us know of anything we can improve, anything that you have heard and like, or anything to help make all of the webinars in the future better.


So I’m going to go ahead and share the link to this survey right ahead, right now. And all you’ll need to do is just hit the start button, and it’s just a six-question survey that shouldn’t take you much longer than I’d say two minutes. It really does help us out.


So while you’re filling that out, I’m going to go ahead and start the video that I promised you on the mobile app. Wherever - wait, wait. There it is, okay.

((VIDEO))

Woman:
The U.S. Census Bureau has released it’s first-ever mobile app, America’s Economy. This easy to use app shows key measures of the U.S. Economy, provided by the Census Bureau, the Bureau of Economic Analysis, and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, on topics like residential construction, retail sales, international trade, GDP, unemployment, and more.

This app is free and available for download on smartphones and tablets, for both Android and Apple products. The U.S. Census Bureau is measuring America’s people, places, and economy.
((END VIDEO))

(John Spary):
Okay. So let’s go ahead and cancel this out so we don’t have more videos popping up behind us, and let’s return to the presentation. I have to share the presentation that would probably help you all see what’s going on here.


All right, now before we conclude our discussion of economic indicator databases, I wanted to highlight a few databases you all may be interested in that we didn’t get a chance to cover today. You can do so by looking at this slide.


Now this concludes our discussion of our economic indicator databases, so before we go ahead and take any questions, I’m going to go ahead and ask the operator to please start taking questions in advance of our question and answer session. Operator, while you start taking questions I’ll describe our upcoming webinars.

Coordinator:
Thank you. And at this time if you would like to ask a question, please press star then 1. You will be prompted to record your first and last name. Please ask only one question with one follow up. To withdraw your request, press star 2. Once again, to ask a question, press star then 1 now.

(John Spary):
Thank you, operator. Be sure to join us for our next webinar, Understanding Construction and Housing Statistics, on July 8 at 1:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time. Do you want to learn more about the relationship between new residential construction, new residential sales, and construction spending? Are you interested in how housing and construction indicators relate to other federal and private sector data?


In this webinar, we will explore these relationships and clarify common misunderstandings about the data. On August 19 at 1:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time, there will be a webinar on manufacturing products and goods to cross indicators. Do you want to learn more about the relationship between manufacturers, shipments, inventories and orders, M3, international trade and quarterly financial report statistics?


Are in interested in how manufacturing indicators relate to other federal data? In this webinar, we will explore the relationships between the different manufacturing-related economic indicators. You can see the complete list of upcoming webinars on our website at census.gov/econ/webinar.


All of the webinars will be archived on our website for later viewing. And with that, we’ll wrap things up. We will open the lines for questions in a moment, but if anybody has questions at a later time or can’t manage to get a question into the queue, please know that you can always contact us by phone or email, and that we look forward to hearing from you.


Lastly, I’d like to thank you all for your time today. It has been a pleasure to present and share this information with you, and I hope we’ve been able to provide some insight into the value of Census Bureau’s economic indicators. Thanks again.


We will now open the lines for questions. Operator, do we have any questions?

Coordinator:
Yes, please stand by of our first question. You have a participant who queued up for a question, unfortunately I was unable to hear the name. If you did press star then 1, please unmute your phone. Your line is open.

(Tony):
Hi, my name is (Tony). I apologize. Question was, is there a way to extract all series related to an indicator?

(John Spary):
From what I understand, if you use the - from the Census indicators database that I showed earlier. So I believe you guys are seeing what I’m seeing up here. If you clicked on the download all data for this report survey, I believe that would - yes, that would download all of the data that exists for that given indicator.


I believe for most of the indicators that would be probably pretty high level data. So, for instance, if you’re looking at international trade, it might not download, you know, everything that’s available out there for international trade. So for instance, it won’t download everything in U.S.A. trade online. Did that answer your question, sir?

(Tony):
Yes. I was trying to get the more granular data as well. So as you were mentioning, it might not get all the breakdown.

(John Spary):
Yes, I don’t know if we have something like that for U.S.A. trade online. I think with foreign trade, I think they have some subscription-based databases you can purchase. I’m not sure - yes. So I think you might - I can always follow up with you after the webinar or you could follow up with me. That’d probably be easier, since my contact information is available on the slide.

(Tony):
No problem. Thank you.
(John Spary):
You’re welcome.

Coordinator:
And at this time, we have no additional questions.

(John Spary):
Okay. Well, if that’s the case, I just had a question handed to me from the chat log that said, “How would I find out which states export or import the most/least of golf commodities?”


So if we go back to U.S.A. trade online, since we already made the report, we would look for it. Since I’ve already searched for NAV1, it’s here. Now we were only polling data for Georgia beforehand.

If we wanted to see which states export or import the most golf commodities, you would go back to the state selection. And you can do so by clicking on the word state. Wait, I guess some stuff has changed now. So I guess you’d have to go back to report contents. And as you see, we already have Georgia selected all. So to select all of the states, we could click the green checkmark above that highlights all of the state levels below.

Now this green checkmark wouldn’t work, because it selects just the all state. So we would select that. And as you can see, all of the states are now selected. We would go to report, and we would need to start rearranging the report a little bit to accommodate all of the states. So we would need to bring this down below here.


Now you can click and drag stuff. This gets a little bit more complicated, and I believe that we would probably want golf equipment moved up to the top. And then country would need to be here. Okay. And so then, for whatever year you’re interested in, you could do so my clicking the upward or downward facing arrows.


So for instance, if we were just looking at 2015 through March - now this is just exports, just reminding you. California has the most exports here for golf equipment. And if you wanted to see the least state amount of exports for a given state, you can see there are a bunch that have none, starting with Alaska. But the one with the least would be Idaho.


I hope that answers whoever’s question that was that was submitted through the chat dialogue box. Operator, did we have any further questions?

Coordinator:
There are no additional questions.

(John Spary):
Okay. Well, if there are no further questions, I would like to once again thank everyone today for joining us and for those who were involved in creating this webinar. Once again, this will be archived on the website at census.gov/econ/webinar. Thank you for your time, everybody.

Coordinator:
Thank you for joining today’s conference. That does conclude the call. At this time all participants may disconnect.
END

