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This guide explains how to access Nonemployer Statistics data in Hypertext tables, 

Comma Separated files (CSV), or the American FactFinder (AFF). You may also contact 

the U.S. Census Bureau’s Nonemployer Statistics staff at 301-763-2580 or 

ewd.nonemployer.statistics@census.gov for assistance. 

Nonemployer Statistics  
Data User Guide 

Last updated: 08/16/2016 
Note: Each slide has a unique link [here] that refers to 
the subject matter explained. 

mailto:epcd.nonemployer.statistics@census.gov
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Definitions  
 

• Nonemployer - A nonemployer business is one that has no paid employees, 
has annual business receipts of $1,000 or more ($1 or more in the 
Construction industry), and is subject to federal income taxes. 

• Legal Form of Organization (LFO) – An LFO is the organizational structure 
a firm chooses to adopt.  

• North America Industry Classification System (NAICS) – Is the standard 
used by Federal statistical agencies in classifying business 
establishments.For more information, visit the NAICS website: 
https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics  

• Noise Infusion – A method of disclosure. Read more on the How the Data 
Are Collected page. 

• Noise Flags–  
 G - Low Noise Infusion 
 H - Medium Noise Infusion 
 J  - High Noise Infusion 
 D - Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual companies; 
       data are included in higher level totals 
 S – Withheld because estimate did not meet publication standards 
 
 

 
 

Last updated: 08/16/2016 
https://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/definitions.
htm  

https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics
https://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/methodology.htm#withheld
https://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/methodology.htm#withheld
https://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/definitions.htm
https://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/definitions.htm
https://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/definitions.htm
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Using the Homepage 
 

The Nonemployer 
Homepage offers 
two easy methods of 
accessing the data; 
immediately through 
the hypertext tables 
feature, and in depth 
through the offline 
formats. 

Last updated: 08/16/2016 
http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/  

http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/
http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/
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Using the Hypertext Table Feature 
 

When you select the 
area of interest, the 
hypertext tables will 
immediately show 
you, by industry, the 
number of 
establishments and 
their total receipts 
for the most recent 
year. To learn more 
about industry 
classification, select 
the industry under 
the “Description” 
header. 

Last updated:  8/16/2016 
http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/  
 

Data are 
available  for 
2002 - 2014 

http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/
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Accessing Data in Hypertext Tables 
 

Last updated: 08/16/2016 
http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/nonemployer/nonsect.pl  

The following options will 
allow users to view 
Nonemployer Statistics in 
different formats : 
 
1.  NAICS Detail – data will 
display at the different NAICS 
levels for the selected sector. 
Click here to learn about the 
NAICS Detail feature 
 
2.  Compare Areas – this 
option will compare data by 
state, county, or metropolitan 
area Click here to learn about 
the Compare Areas feature 
 

Remember to press 
the appropriate Go 

button  after 
changing any of the 

fields 

http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/nonemployer/nonsect.pl
http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/nonemployer/nonsect.pl
http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/nonemployer/nonsect.pl
http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/nonemployer/nonsect.pl
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Data Displayed by NAICS Detail Feature 

By selecting Detail, the data user will 
be able to view a breakdown of the 

NAICS sector by Legal Form of 
Organization (LFO) 

Last updated: 08/16/2016 
http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/  
 

http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/
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Data Displayed By Compare Area Feature (County) 

Last updated: 08/16/2016 
http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/nonemployer/noncomp.pl  

http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/nonemployer/noncomp.pl
http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/nonemployer/noncomp.pl
http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/nonemployer/noncomp.pl
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Accessing Data using American FactFinder 

Customize your search 
in Advanced Search… 
 
1.  Under Topics, select 
Nonemployer Statistics 
as the Program. 
2.  Filter data by 
Geographies. 
3.  Filter data by 
Industry Codes (NAICS) 
 
Datasets will be sorted 
by year, starting with 
the most recent. 
 

Last updated: 08/16/2016 
http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/navigation/1.0/e
n/d_program:NES  
 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/navigation/1.0/en/d_program:NES
http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/navigation/1.0/en/d_program:NES


10 

Opening Tables in AFF 

Last updated: 08/16/2016 
http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/navigation/1.0/en/d_program:NES  

• Open by simply clicking 
on the table title (1) 

• OR check off the boxes 
of multiple tables (2) 
and… 

• … click View (3) 
 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/navigation/1.0/en/d_program:NES
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Downloading Data 

Nonemployer Statistics data can be downloaded in two different ways: 
 

 1. By using American Fact Finder (AFF) - click here 
 
 2. Through the CBP main webpage, in comma separated value (CSV) files –  click here 

Last updated: 08/16/2016 
http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/  

Data are 
available on 

AFF from 
2004 to 

2014, and 
for 

download 
from 1997 

to 2014 

http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t
http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/download.htm
http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/
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Downloading Data using AFF 

To download 
the desired 

table, simply 
click on 

Download. 

Last updated:  08/16/2016 
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/n
av/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?re
fresh=t#none  

http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t#none
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t#none
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t#none
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t#none
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Downloading Data  
Comma-Separated Value (CSV) 

The Comma-
Separated Value Files 

will display data at the 
U.S., state, and county 

levels. 
 

The Record Layout 
links are available to 

aid in better 
understanding the 

data tables. 

Last updated: 08/16/2016 
http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/download.htm  

http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/download.htm
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Help with Nonemployer Statistics Data 
 Phone: (301)763-2580 
 E-mail: ewd.nonemployer.statistics@census.gov 
 
Help with American FactFinder (economic data only) 
 Phone: (301)763-5185 
 E-mail: econ.dissemination@census.gov 

 
Help with American FactFinder (demographic and other data) 
 Phone: (301)763-INFO(4636) 
 Website: https://ask.census.gov/newrequest.php 

 
Related links 
 American FactFinder: http://factfinder.census.gov/ 
 County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/ 
 Nonemployer Statistics: http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/ 
 2012 Economic Census: http://www.census.gov/econ/census/ 
  Census Bureau Other Economic Programs: http://www.census.gov/econ/other_econ.html  
 North American Industry Classification System:  http://www.census.gov/econ/other_econ.html 

Additional Links 

Last updated: 08/16/2016 
http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/  

mailto:ewd.county.business.patterns@census.gov
mailto:econ.dissemination@census.gov
https://ask.census.gov/newrequest.php
http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/
http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/
http://www.census.gov/econ/census/
http://www.census.gov/econ/other_econ.html
http://www.census.gov/econ/other_econ.html
http://www.census.gov/econ/other_econ.html
http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/
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