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Navigating Through The American FactFinder (AFF) for The CFS 

Step 1 – From the  Commodity Flow Survey (CFS) homepage, click on the link for American FactFinder.     
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http://www.census.gov/econ/cfs/


Step 2 - Click on the Advanced Search link. 

 

Step 3 – Then click Show Me All. 
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Step 4 – Click on the Topics tab. 

 

Step 5 – In the pop-up window, scroll down to Program, and click the + symbol for the drop-down menu to appear.   
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Step 6 - Surveys are listed alphabetically, so scroll down to the Commodity Flow Survey link.  AFF lists the number of 
tables next to each survey.   

 

Step 7 - Once a selection is made, it will display under Your Selections in the upper left-hand corner of the screen.   
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Additional Selections in AFF 

Additional Selections:  Option 1, Step 1 - The data user can then further refine the selection by querying additional 
variables in AFF.  Data users only interested in 2012 CFS data can select 2012 under Year.  - Click the + sign, and then 
click the desired survey year.    

 

Additional Selections:  Option 1, Step 2 - Selection will appear directly below the program selection, in the upper left-
hand corner.  The 2012 selection is moved from the dropdown menu to Your Selections.   

 

Click the Close button for the Select Topics window.  All CFS data tables are listed in increments of 25 per page. 
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Additional Selections:  Option 2, Step 1 - Additional ways to query CFS data in AFF:  Search using Industry Codes (box 1).  
On the left-hand side of the screen, below Topics, Geographies, and Race and Ethnic Groups, select the Industry Codes 
drop-down menu (see below, box 2).  Then filter by Commodity or NAICS. 

 

Additional Selections:  Option 2, Step 2 – Click the Commodity link (see below, box 1), which contains 666 commodity 
code selections for 2012 CFS data.  The data user has the option to query tables by All available 2-digit codes (box 2), for 
example, or drill down to a more specific commodity, such as Animals and fish, live (01).  See box 3, below.  Then click 
the Close button for the Select Industry Codes window. 
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Additional Selections:  Option 2, Step 3 (continued) - All tables that contain data within the selection criteria will 
appear, in increments of 25 per page.  Notice that the first table to appear in the screenshot below is Geographic Area 
Series (GAS) table 6: Shipment Characteristics by Origin Geography by Commodity: 2012 and 2007, as opposed to GAS 
table 1: Shipment Characteristics by Origin Geography by Mode: 2012 and 2007.  GAS tables 1 through 5 do not contain 
CFS data separated out by commodity.   

Click on the link for GAS table 6: Shipment Characteristics by Origin Geography by Commodity: 2012 and 2007.   

 

Additional Selections:  Option 2, Step 4 – Notice that “The table contains a total of 165,022 data rows” (box 1, below), 
but only 84 rows are currently displayed in AFF (box 2).  This indicates that GAS table 6 contains a total of 165,022 rows 
of data, but the current selection of all available 2-digit codes returns only 84 rows in this table.  Once finished looking at 
a table, click on the Back to Advanced Search button, to return to search.   See box 3, below: 
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Additional Selections:  Option 2, Step 5 – In the upper left-hand corner of the screen, AFF retains a data user’s most 
recent selections.  Recall the option to filter CFS data by industry codes from the screenshot in Option 2, Step 1 on page 
8.  The example from Option 2, Step 2 on page 8 shows filtering by commodity code, but it is also possible to filter by 
NAICS code.  The Commodity selection is at the bottom of the list of selections because it is the most recent one.  Click 
the X button underneath Commodity to remove it from Your Selections.   
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Additional Selections:  Option 3, Step 1 – Click the Industry Code Filter Options drop-down menu (box 1, below),    
under the Industry Code Filter Options drop-down menu window.  The NAICS/NAICS Based Industry filter option 
reappears, and the data user can click on this filtering option.  NAICS/NAICS Based Industry (box 2) contains 117 
commodity code selections for 2012 CFS data, as seen below.  Click the NAICS/NAICS Based Industry link, and more 
filtering options appear.   

AFF also allows filtering for a particular sector, subsector, or industry level (see above).  For example, it is possible to 
isolate CFS data for the manufacturing sector.  To do this, click on the Industry Sector drop-down menu (box 3), and 
then click on Manufacturing (31-33), shown below in box 4.    

 

Additional Selections:  Option 3, Step 2 - Click to close the Select Industry Codes window, and all CFS data tables that 
meet this selection criteria will appear.  For this selection, the first table is GAS table 5, Shipment Characteristics by 
Origin Geography by NAICS: 2012 and 2007.   
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Additional Selections:  Option 3, Step 3 – Click the GAS table 5: Shipment Characteristics by Origin Geography by NAICS 
link (shown in the screenshot above).  Notice that “The table contains a total of 19,444 data rows” (box 1, below), but 
only two rows meet the selection criteria for the table and thus only these rows are currently displayed in AFF (box 2).   

Note that our tables default to the U.S. level data, so these national data rows initially appear on screen in AFF, as 
opposed to any CFS metro level manufacturing data, for example.  Also, notice that there are several actions available in 
the Table View window of AFF.  The data user can download the table in several different formats, or modify the table 
with a series of available tools, as shown in the screenshot below (box 3):   
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Additional Selections:  Option 3, Step 4 – The symbols displayed in each column’s heading make it possible to filter the 
data even further.  Please note that the data user needs to click the Modify Table Tools link in order for a set of filtering 
options to appear.  The Modify Table Tools link is found immediately to the right of Actions.  Once this link is clicked, it 
is replaced by the Hide Table Tools link (seen in box 1, below).     

The screenshot below shows an example of filtering the data by Year (box 2).  Many variables shown below contain a 
filtering option within this window of AFF, but not all.  Some variables must be filtered outside this table using the filter 
options on the left-hand side of the main screen.  Once all filtering options are applied, the resulting data will appear on 
screen.  Once finished reviewing this set of data, the user can click the Back to Advanced Search button to choose a new 
data table.  See box 3, below: 

 

Additional Selections:  Option 4, Step 1 – It is also possible to filter by Geographies (see below).   
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Additional Selections:  Option 4, Step 2 - For example, data users can filter tables at the state level, region, division, or 
CFS metro area.  In AFF, CFS tables default to U.S. level data, so this is an important filter to do in order to find lower 
geographic data.  See dropdown menu below: 

 

Additional Selections:  Option 4, Step 3 - In the example below, it is possible to search for 2012 CFS data tables for the 
Los Angeles, CA metro area.  Click on the Add to Your Selections button.   
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Additional Selections:  Option 4, Step 4 - Close the Select Geographies box (shown immediately above), and the 
complete set of 2012 CFS tables at the Los Angeles, CA metro area will appear.  These tables are listed in the same order, 
with GAS tables first, then Export tables, the Hazmat.  Note that there are only 26 tables available, and not the full set of 
73 GAS, Export, and Hazmat tables.  CFS only delivers certain tables down to the Metro Area level.  Other tables are 
published just at the national level.   

 

Additional Selections:  Option 5, Step 1 – In addition to the 73 GAS, Export, and Hazmat tables in PDF format, AFF also 
allows for a File Transfer Protocol (FTP) option of CFS data.  AFF offers two different ways to FTP CFS data; the first way 
is shown below.    

Return to the initial AFF page, and click the Download Center link (shown below, box 1), and then click Next (box 2):   
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Additional Selections:  Option 5, Step 2 - Click the Select a program drop-down menu (box 1, below), click Commodity 
Flow Survey (box 2), and then click Next (box 3).   

 

Additional Selections:  Option 5, Step 3 - Choose the desired CFS survey year, click Add to Your Selections (box 1, 
below), and then click Next (box 2). 
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Additional Selections:  Option 5, Step 4 - Choose Geographies.  The example below shows the U.S. level Geographies.  
Then click Add to Your Selections (box 1, below), and click Next (box 2): 

   

Additional Selections:  Option 5, Step 5 - Click the desired data table by checking the box immediately to the left of its 
description (box 1, below).  In the example below, GAS table 1 is selected.  Click Next (box 2): 
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Additional Selections:  Option 5, Step 6 - Confirm the data file for download.  Click OK.  See below:   

 

  Additional Selections:  Option 5, Step 7 - Click Download.  See below: 
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Additional Selections:  Option 5, Step 8 - 

 

Unzip the file and export it locally for further review and analysis.   

Additional Selections:  Option 6, Step 1 - Alternate FTP Access Option: 

In addition to the Download Center, there is a second way to access the FTP option for CFS tables.  If selecting the 
Commodity Flow Survey for 2012, scroll over to page 4 of this set for the FTP option (see screenshot below).  CFS data 
tables for FTP are listed in the same order as the non-FTP tables:  GAS tables 1-45, Export tables 1-7, and then Hazmat 
tables 1-21.  Refer back to the Download Center FTP option steps (Additional Option 5, Steps 2-8 for additional 
guidance).   

 

For additional help with finding/using data, contact us:   

Email:  sssd.cfs@census.gov 
Phone:  (301) 763-2108 
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