
Economic Census: Local Business Snapshot  
 

THE ECONOMIC CENSUS IS THE OFFICIAL 5-YEAR MEASURE OF AMERICAN BUSINESS 

For more statistics on this industry, visit business.census.gov 

Source: Economic Census; Economy-Wide Key Statistics File 

 

Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD List Metro Area 

DID YOU KNOW?  

While the Health Care and Social Assistance sector was the largest employer in the Philadelphia metro area, the 
Wholesale Trade sector reported the highest 2007 sales ($ 160.4 Billion).  The Philadelphia metro was ranked 5th 
among U.S. metros in the number of businesses in the Heath Care and Social Assistance sector (16,323 
establishments). 
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EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS IN TOP 5 INDUSTRY SECTORS IN THE PHILADELPHIA METRO AREA: 
2007 AND 2002 

2007 
NAICS 
Code 

2007 NAICS Defined 
Number of employees (Sector 

Ranking Statistic) 
Payroll per Employee ($) 

    2007 2002 Change 2007 2002 Change 

62 Health care and social assistance 415,348 371,117 44,231  $42,087 $34,396 $7,690  

44-45 Retail trade 316,013 306,842 9,171  $24,653 $21,368 $3,285  

31-33 Manufacturing 224,483 252,316 (27,833) $53,539 $43,757 $9,781  

54 Professional, scientific, and technical services 194,841 (D) (NA) $70,598 (D) (NA) 

52 Finance and insurance 192,274 222,130 (29,856) $77,569 $58,029 $19,540  

(D) - Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual companies.  (NA) - Not available       
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