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History of the Census 
in American Samoa

1. From what we just talked about, briefly explain the benefits of participating in the decennial census count.

2. When did American Samoa first participate in the decennial census count?

3. Complete the table below, using the data in Activity Item 1: First U.S. Census of American Samoa; 
Activity Item 2: 2010 American Samoa Population; and Activity Item 3: 1960 American Samoa 
Population and calculating the percentage of children enrolled in school.

Year Population
Population, Ages 5-19 
(Ages 5-20 for 1920)

Number Enrolled in 
School, Ages 5-19 

(Ages 5-20 for 1920)

Percentage Enrolled 
in School, Ages 5-19 
(Ages 5-20 for 1920)

1920

1960

2010
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4. Find a creative way to display your data, either with a bar graph, a line graph, a pie chart, or an 
infographic, representing the percentage of students enrolled in school in 1920 versus 2010.

5. Using the data in your table and graph, what can you infer about your findings?

6. How important is the decennial census to American Samoa, and how does it affect you as a student?

Home Extension
Take your worksheet home and share it with an adult in your home. Ask them how they think American 
Samoa’s population has changed in the past 100 years. Ask if they plan to participate in the 2020 Census 
and make sure they count everyone living in your home. Share their response with the class tomorrow.

http://census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/schools
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Activity Item 1: First U.S. Census of American Samoa

http://census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/schools
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Activity Item 1: First U.S. Census of American Samoa (Cont.)

http://census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/schools
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Activity Item 1: First U.S. Census of American Samoa (Cont.)

http://census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/schools
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Activity Item 1: First U.S. Census of American Samoa (Cont.)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Fourteenth Census of the United States: 1920 Bulletin

https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1920/bulletins/demographics/census-of-american-samoa.pdf

http://census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/schools
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1920/bulletins/demographics/census-of-american-samoa.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1920/bulletins/demographics/census-of-american-samoa.pdf


D-WS-ST-EN-224 

census.gov/schools

7

Activity Item 2: 2010 American Samoa Population

Age Group Population Percentage of Total Population

Total population 55,519 100%

Under 5 years 6,611 11.9%

5 to 9 years 6,535 11.8%

10 to 14 years 6,279 11.3%

15 to 19 years 6,297 11.3%

20 to 24 years 3,890 7.0%

25 to 29 years 3,325 6.0%

30 to 34 years 3,506 6.3%

35 to 39 years 3,604 6.5%

40 to 44 years 3,602 6.5%

45 to 49 years 3,387 6.1%

50 to 54 years 2,678 4.8%

55 to 59 years 2,057 3.7%

60 to 64 years 1,481 2.7%

65 to 69 years 957 1.7%

70 to 74 years 653 1.2%

75 to 79 years 340 0.6%

80 to 84 years 207 0.4%

85 years and over 110 0.2%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census, American Samoa

https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/DEC/10_DPAS/ASDP1

Education Level Enrollment Percentage of Total Enrollment

Total enrolled in school (age 3 and over) 21,196 100%

Pre-kindergarten 1,465 6.9%

Kindergarten 1,829 8.6%

Elementary school (grades 1-8) 10,151 47.9%

High school (grades 9-12) 5,384 25.4%

College, graduate or professional school 2,367 11.2%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census, American Samoa

https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/DEC/10_DPAS/ASDP2

http://census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/schools
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/DEC/10_DPAS/ASDP1
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/DEC/10_DPAS/ASDP1
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/DEC/10_DPAS/ASDP2
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/DEC/10_DPAS/ASDP2
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Activity Item 3: 1960 American Samoa Population

Age Group Population Percentage of Total Population

Total population 20,051 100%

Under 5 years 3,709 18.5%

5 to 9 years 3,244 16.2%

10 to 14 years 2,993 14.9%

15 to 19 years 2,182 10.9%

20 to 24 years 1,444 7.2%

25 to 29 years 1,154 5.8%

30 to 34 years 1,107 5.5%

35 to 39 years 1,030 5.1%

40 to 44 years 814 4.1%

45 to 49 years 688 3.4%

50 to 54 years 474 2.4%

55 to 59 years 425 2.1%

60 to 64 years 247 1.2%

65 to 69 years 226 1.1%

70 to 74 years 147 0.7%

75 to 79 years 87 0.4%

80 to 84 years 38 0.2%

85 years and over 42 0.2%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1960 Census, American Samoa

http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/32111904v1p54-57.zip (Chapter 3, page 30-31)

Education Level Enrollment Percentage of Total Enrollment

Total enrolled in school (ages 5-34) 6,451 100%

Pre-kindergarten N/A N/A

Kindergarten N/A N/A

Elementary school (grades 1-8) 5,942 92.1%

High school (grades 9-12) 456 7.1%

College, graduate or professional school 8 0.1%

Unaccounted 45 0.7%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1960 Census, American Samoa

http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/32111904v1p54-57.zip (Chapter 3, page 30-31)

http://census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/32111904v1p54-57.zip
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/32111904v1p54-57.zip
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