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2020 CENSUS 
STUDENT 
ACTIVITY

Places Within the 
Community: Population 
Change in the Island Areas

1.	 Complete the table below using U.S. Census Bureau data, found online at Recent Population Trends 
for the U.S. Island Areas: 2000 to 2010 (https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/
publications/2015/demo/p23-213.pdf).

Island Area 1990 population 2000 population 2010 population

American Samoa

Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands

Guam

U.S. Virgin Islands

2.	 Based on the data, what do you think accounts for the change in population within your assigned island 
area from 2000 to 2010?

3.	 Based on the bar graph called “Change in Population for U.S. Island Areas: 1990 to 2020,” which shows 
the predicted percentage change in population, make a prediction of the population for your assigned 
island in 2020. Explain your answer.
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4.	What do you think would happen to your island area if the population decreased or increased 
significantly but the government did not know about this change? How might this affect the people?

Home Extension
Take your student worksheet home and share it with an adult living in your home. Ask them if they know 
whether your island’s population increased or decreased from 2000 to 2010 and whether they think the 
population will increase or decrease in 2020. Remind them to participate in the 2020 Census to help 
make sure your school and community get the resources they need.
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Activity Item: Recent Population Trends for the U.S. Island Areas: 1990 to 2010
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Activity Item: Recent Population Trends for the U.S. Island Areas: 1990 to 2010 (Cont.)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Recent Population Trends for 9he U.S. Island Areas: 2000 to 2010

https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2015/demo/p23-213.pdf
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