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Event History Calendars

• “…the use of event history calendars has 
considerable potential in assisting 
respondents to reconstruct their personal 
pasts more completely and accurately, 
maximizing the quality of retrospective 
reports.”
– Dr. Robert Belli 

University of Nebraska
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What is an event history 
calendar (EHC)?

• An EHC interview is centered around a 
customized calendar that shows the reference 
period under investigation

•The calendar contains timelines for different 
domains, for example, residence history, 
household composition, work history, and other  
domains relevant to the topic of study

•Landmark events, such as holidays and 
birthdays can be used to aid the respondent’s 
memory
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A few other surveys with
Event History Calendars

• Panel Study of Income Dynamics – Univ. of Michigan

• National Survey of Family Growth – CDC/NCHS

• National Survey of Adolescent Health (AddHealth) - Univ. of North Carolina

• Los Angeles Family and Neighborhood Survey – UCLA

• English Longitudinal Study of Ageing – NatCen UK, University College 
London and the Institute for Fiscal Studies. 

• Health and Retirement Study – Univ. Michigan (Nat. Inst. Ageing)

• 1998 National Retrospective Demographic Survey (EDER) – Mexico (INEGI)



5

SIPP calendar aided interview test
1989 to 1991



6

Page 1 – 2008 Field Test Instrument 
– DRAFT –

DRAFT
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DRAFT

Page 2 – 2008 Field Test Instrument 
– DRAFT –
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2008 Field Test Evaluation Groups

• Wave 11 2004 Panel Cases (Primed)

• Wave 8 2004 Panel Sample Reduction Cases (Un-Primed)

• Replacement households

• The event history calendar (EHC) will be administered to each of
these household groups.

• An additional group will be created by the universe which matches 
to administrative records in the validation phase of the analysis.
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2007 Reference Period SIPP Cases
SIPP 2004 PANEL REFERENCE PERIOD MONTHS IN CALENDAR YEAR 2007 BY ROTATION GROUP 

ROTATION GROUP 

1 2 3 4 CALENDAR MONTH 

Ref. 
Period 

Intvw. 
Month 

Ref. 
Period 

Intvw. 
Month 

Ref. 
Period 

Intvw. 
Month 

Ref. 
Period 

Intvw. 
Month 

2006 October W9   

November W9 

  

December 

 
 

W10 
W10  W9 

  

2007 JANUARY  

 

W9 

FEBRUARY W10 
 

 

MARCH W10 

W10 
 
 

 

APRIL W10 

W10 
 

MAY 

W11 
 

W10 

JUNE W11 

W11 
 

JULY W11 

W11 
 

AUGUST W11 

W11 
 

SEPTEMBER 

W12 
 

W11 

OCTOBER W12 

W12 
 

NOVEMBER W12 

W12 
 

DECEMBER 

 
 

 

 W12 

W12 
 

2008 January  

 

 

 

   W12 
 

** FEBRUARY 2008 – START OF NEW 2008 PANEL ** 
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2007 Test Site SIPP Cases

Table 1.  2008 Field Test -- Approximate Number of Available Cases
Illinois Texas Maryland

SIPP 2004 Available Cases (1)
Available 

Households
Available 

Households
Available 

Households

Total households 936 1048 884
Wave 10 completed households 508 614 268
Wave 8 reduced households 428 434 616

Source:  Survey of Income and Program Participation - 2008 Re-engineering field test 1.
Notes:   (1) Households were selected for interview in the field test from those completing interviews through

        Wave 10 in Illinois and in four metropolitan areas of Texas.
   (2) If a selected address interviewed for the Event History Calendar test does not include any SIPP
        2004 respondents we will utilize the cases as a type of 'un-primed' replacement households.
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2008 Evaluation Plan

Domains
• Residential Moves 

• School Enrollment

• Labor Force 

• Workers Insurance 
Programs 

• Health Insurance

• Social Security 

• Social Welfare Programs

• Asset Ownership

Comparisons
• Measurement of occurrence

• Relative timing

• Contemporaneous events

• Distributional differences

Evaluations
• Interviewer debriefing

• Interview observation

• Respondent debriefing

• Focus groups
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2008 Validation Plan

Administrative Records
• Medicare

• Social Security

• SSI

• Unemployment Wage 
Information

• TANF

• Food Stamps

Validations
• By domain – assess the 

agreement between the survey 
responses and the 
administrative records.

• Occurrence
• Timing (Survey to Records)
• Distributional differences

• Evaluate the characteristics of 
the survey respondents 
matching and not matching 
administrative records by 
domain.
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Additional
Validation

with Admin.
Records

Prepare 
SOW for 

Instrument 
& Training

2008 EHC Evaluation Test

2007                                                            2008
Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec   Jan Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep

Contract with RTI
to prepare paper

EHC and Training

Field Staff
Training

Field EHC
Evaluation

Test in
Two states

Reference period for paper EHC Evaluation

2007                                                            2008
Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec   Jan Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep

Field EHC
Evaluation

Test

C
oding

Analysis
EHC and 
SIPP 2004

Receive
Admin.
Records

Administrative Records in two states to validate SIPP - EHC

Census development of 
procedures for administering 

the paper EHC Evaluation

SIPP 2004 Waves 10 - 12
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2009 Re-engineered SIPP 
Dress Rehearsal

2008 EHC Evaluation

2007                               2008   2009              2010                   2011
Jan  --- May --- Sep --- Jan  --- May --- Sep --- Jan  --- May --- Sep --- Jan  --- May --- Sep --- Jan

2009 SIPP Re-Engineering – Instrument Dev.
Processing and

Evaluation

SIPP 2008 Panel – Waves 1 – 9 (planned)

Eval. Analysis

Systems Tests/Preparation

2009 Re-engineered SIPP 
Dress Rehearsal 
Reference Period

Field A
ctivities
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Questions for Advisory Committee
• We seek constructive criticism concerning any and all aspects of the study 

design and directed toward ways to strengthen it.

• For the primary comparisons, SIPP reports compared with EHC reports, and 
survey reports compared with records data we envision an analysis focused 
on: 

– missed events/circumstances in one or the other interviewing method, 
– differences in the reported timing of events and in income amounts received, 
– more or less reasonable distributions of spell transitions across calendar months.

We would appreciate comments on this overall evaluation strategy and 
suggestions for additional analyses or other ways to improve it.

• What additional evaluation methods might be employed to better understand 
the EHC interview process?
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