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Event History Calendars

o “...the use of event history calendars has
considerable potential in assisting
respondents to reconstruct their personal
pasts more completely and accurately,
maximizing the quality of retrospective
reports.”

— Dr. Robert Belll
University of Nebraska
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What is an event hlstory i
calendar (EHC)?

* An EHC Interview is centered around a
customized calendar that shows the reference
February zm . 5 . .
EEEEEEE Pcriod under investigation

*The calendar contains timelines for different
domains, for example, residence history,
household composition, work history, and other
domains relevant to the topic of study

Ile:emher 2087

eLandmark events, such as holidays and
birthdays can be used to aid the respondent’s
memory
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A few other surveys with
Event History Calendars
Panel Study of Income Dynamics — Univ. of Michigan
National Survey of Family Growth — CDC/NCHS
National Survey of Adolescent Health (AddHealth) - Univ. of North Carolina

Los Angeles Family and Neighborhood Survey — UCLA

» English Longitudinal Study of Ageing — NatCen UK, University College
London and the Institute for Fiscal Studies.

» Health and Retirement Study — Univ. Michigan (Nat. Inst. Ageing)
» 1998 National Retrospective Demographic Survey (EDER) — Mexico (INEGI)
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SIPP calendar aided interview test

1989 to 1991

Whenever a change does occud,

NOTE: TMSIPmellmullu:hn\oesmwms ves and their hinancial situstion over me. For Most people. KMportant Changes only oCCw Now snd then.
that we know exactly in which month it happened. This calendar records the answeds grven i the past

hmumhﬂwmmmoitMMMpmwmmuwm 10 help you thenk about the answers for the current intervwew penod.

Person number (or name)

1988

AUG

SEP

ocT

ronus SIPP-9030 LS. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCT
LAY T EURLAL O T CENEUS

EVENT CALENDAR

Respondent person numbes
Addrass change?

of p
Maritel status
Employer 1:
Wages/Salary
Employer 2.
Wages/Salary
Selt-smployed (income)

INCOME SOURCE LIST
Social Securty
US.G Railccad A pay
Federal S 5 L (551
State Supph IS
(S1ate admunistered SSI nnlv!
State

Orther Wpioy
Trade Adwstment Act benafits, strike pay, other)
" i Or .

Mmu:m
Workers' compensation
State ¥ sick

Health insuwrance coverage:
Puvate

Medicas
Medicare

Programs:
Workers' compensation
Unemployment payments
Child support
Food stamps
58!
AFDC/ADC
General assistance
wIiC

Employer or unson

Pay from & sick

mmuﬁ:\vmﬂ\uﬂwmm

Mw shars with Dependent Chil (AFDC, ADC)
] ot G reka!

Induan, Cchln or Refugee Assistance

U.5. Military retirement pay

MNatwonal Guard or Rsserve Forces retwement

State government pensions

Locsl government pensions

Income Irom paid-up-lile INSLAENCE PokCies O snnuities
Estates and wrusts

Other for disabiily, Of Survivor
G Ba

Othat VA sducationsl assistance

from a chantable group

Pensions/Retirement:
Social Secunty Retrement

Private pension
State/Local govi. pension

Money from relatives or Inends

Lumg sum payments

L trom of bosrdh

National Guard or Reserve pay
or casual
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Page 1 — 2008 Field Test Instrument

— DRAFT —

Control Number: Date:

ENTER LINE # OF HH Member: ____ Field Rep Code:

CHECK ONE: Self response [ Proxy [ IF PROXY, ENTER LINE # OF PROXY

2007 EVENT HISTORY CALENDAR

OMB #, expiration date, form name NOTICE - Your report to the U.S.
Census Bureau is confidential by law (Title 13, U.S. Code). It may be seen
only by individuals whe are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of
these data and may be wsed only for statistical purposes.

Landmark Events

SPRING
April

ENTER DESCRIPTION

A | Residences
Current: RECORD ONLY WHETHER IT 1S
Pubdic Howsing (PH). Section 8 (S&), Other Program (OF)
Former Address: RECORD ADDRESS AND
Public Housing (PH), Section 8 (S&], Other Program [OP)
Former Address: RECORD ADDRESS AND
Public Howsing {PH). Section 8 (S8) Other Program |OF)

School Enrollment

Labor Force

Fay Rate

0 Self-Ei red 0 Other Avg. hrsiweek

I Pay Rate
Avg hrefweek

Pay Rate
Avg. hrsfweek

| Pay Rate
Avg hrsfweek

Pay Rate
Avg hrsfweek

Unpaid Labor

Employment Summary

‘Was R looking for work? (Y = N}

Workers Insurance Programs
Dhsability

Unemployment

Workers compensation




2008 Field Test Instrument

G6, RECORD ANSWER(S) 69, RECORD ANSWER(S) G14 RECORD ANSWER(S). @17, RECORD ANSWER(S).

[ ] Medicare [ ] Medicare
[ ] EmployeriUnion [ ] Medicaid, Medical Assistance, CHIP, [ ] EmpiloyenUnion [ ] Medicaid, Medical Assistance, CHIP,

[ ] Govemment other government assistance health plan [ ] Government other govemment assistance health plan
[ ] Other [ 1 VAMilitary [ 10ther [ 1 VAMiltary

[ ] Something else [ 1 Something else

FALL
Health Insurance | may | oat

g

Medicare?
Medicaid?
Military or VA Coverage?

Directly-purchased coverage?
Other health insurance?

Uninsured?

Social Security?

Medicare Part B deduction?

Social Welfare

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF)?

Person number(s) of beneficiary

Food Stamps?

(Ask only of females) WIC?

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)?

Person numbs f

Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI)?

Persan number(s) of




2008 Field Test Evaluation Groups

« Wave 11 2004 Panel Cases (Primed)
« Wave 8 2004 Panel Sample Reduction Cases (Un-Primed)

 Replacement households

 The event history calendar (EHC) will be administered to each of
these household groups.

« An additional group will be created by the universe which matches
to administrative records in the validation phase of the analysis.
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2007 Reference Period SIPP Cases

SIPP 2004 PANEL REFERENCE PERIOD MONTHS IN ENDAR YEAR 2007 BY R

Intvw.
Month Perlod

ROTATION GROUP
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CALENDAR MONTH

Intvw.
Month
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2007 Test Site SIPP Cases

Table 1. 2008 Field Test -- Approximate Number of Available Cases

lllinois
Available
SIPP 2004 Available Cases (1) Households

Total households 936
Wawe 10 completed households 508
Wawve 8 reduced households 428

Source: Surwey of Income and Program Participation - 2008 Re-engineering field test 1.
Notes: (1) Households were selected for interview in the field test from those completing interviews through
Wawe 10 in lllinois and in four metropolitan areas of Texas.
(2) If a selected address intenviewed for the Event History Calendar test does not include any SIPP
2004 respondents we will utilize the cases as a type of 'un-primed' replacement households.
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Texas
Available
Households

1048
614
434

Maryland
Available
Households

884
268
616
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2008 Evaluation Plan

Domains

Residential Moves
School Enrollment
Labor Force

Workers Insurance
Programs

Health Insurance
Social Security
Social Welfare Programs

Asset Ownership
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Comparisons

Measurement of occurrence
Relative timing
Contemporaneous events

Distributional differences

Evaluations

Interviewer debriefing
Interview observation
Respondent debriefing

Focus groups
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Administrative Records

2008 Validation Plan

Medicare
Social Security
SSI

Unemployment Wage
Information

TANF
Food Stamps

USCENSUSBUREAU

Helping You Make Informed Decisions

Validations

By domain — assess the
agreement between the survey
responses and the

administrative records.

 QOccurrence
« Timing (Survey to Records)
e Distributional differences

Evaluate the characteristics of
the survey respondents
matching and not matching
administrative records by
domain.
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2008 EHC Evaluation Test

2007
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec/Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Field EHC
Evaluation
Test in
Two states

Prepare
SOW for
Instrument
& Training

Receive
Admin.
Records

Contract with RTI
to prepare paper
EHC and Training

Bulures |
JJels pisid

Census development of
procedures for administering
the paper EHC Evaluation

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec/Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Reference period for paper EHC Evaluation Field EHC Analysis Additional
Validation

Q)

(@]
e [ JEeetn S EHOAd it Admi
2004 Waves 10 -12 Test 2 SIPP 2004 with Admin.

Records

Administrative Records in two states to validate SIPP - EHC

USCENSUSBUREAU .

Helping You Make Informed Decisions



2009 Re-engineered SIPP
Dress Rehearsal

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Jan --- May --- Sep --f/ Jan --- May --- Sep ---/Jan --- May --- Sep --f Jan --- May --- Sep --f Jan

SIPP 2008 Panel — Waves 1 — 9 (planned)
2008 EHC Evaluation| Eval. Analysis

2009 SIPP Re-Engineering — Instrument Dev.| Systems Tests/Preparation

2009 Re-engineered SIPP
Dress Rehearsal

Processing and
Evaluation

SAIAIOY Plold

Reference Period
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Questions for Advisory Committee

 We seek constructive criticism concerning any and all aspects of the study
design and directed toward ways to strengthen it.

« For the primary comparisons, SIPP reports compared with EHC reports, and
survey reports compared with records data we envision an analysis focused
on:

— missed events/circumstances in one or the other interviewing method,
— differences in the reported timing of events and in income amounts received,
— more or less reasonable distributions of spell transitions across calendar months.

We would appreciate comments on this overall evaluation strategy and
suggestions for additional analyses or other ways to improve it.

 What additional evaluation methods might be employed to better understand
the EHC interview process?
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