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[bookmark: _GoBack]The following is content for a sample informational email (to be sent the week of March 23):
Subject lines (tailor to the interests of those receiving the email): 
Help your community: We Count for education
Help your community: We Count for medical services
Help your community: We Count for housing
Make sure that We Count for business
Make sure that We Count for transportation
Be heard! We Count for our community
Be heard! We Count for the nation
We Count for ourselves. We Count for the nation. We Count for education, health care, housing, transportation, and business.
And in our community for the next several weeks, our count matters for all of the above.
Although the next decennial census is in 2020, our community has a special opportunity now to make that census more accurate and complete: Savannah and 17 counties in Georgia — including the Coastal Empire — and three in South Carolina’s Lowcountry constitute one of only two areas chosen for the 2015 Census Test. Ours is the only place where online methods of filling out the form are being tested. In our census test, we will be able to complete the questions on a desktop computer, laptop, tablet, or smartphone.
By participating, we can help the Census Bureau achieve its goal to save up to $5 billion in future collection efforts on the 2020 Census, and also help ensure everyone is counted. There are so many reasons we as a nation need to be counted, completely and accurately. The count happens every 10 years with the decennial census, which influences how over $400 billion from more than 100 federal programs is distributed to states and localities each year. Here’s some of what the census numbers affect: 
Medicaid 
School lunch programs 
Community development grants
Road and school construction
Medical services
Business locations
Please take the time to complete the census test now at census.gov/2015. Ask neighbors if they’ve filled out the 2015 Census Test, and please let them know that We Count! Feel free to contact me directly with questions, at [your contact info here]. Let’s not waste this unique opportunity.

Sincerely,

[Your name and contact information here]
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