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The following is content for a sample introductory email (to be sent week of Feb. 23):
Subject line: Let the nation know: We Count!
Starting in March, you’ll have a special opportunity to help your community and country, just by answering a series of questions. 
The official decennial census won’t take place until 2020. But in Savannah and 17 counties in Georgia — including the Coastal Empire — and three in South Carolina’s Lowcountry, the U.S. Census Bureau is launching the 2015 Census Test. This will test modern and cost-effective methods of counting people and publicizing the census. You and our neighbors, for example, will be able to complete a census using your desktop computer, laptop, tablet, or smartphone.
The 2015 Census Test will begin March 23, but you can sign up today for the Census Bureau’s Notify Me service to receive an email or text reminder.
By participating in this census test, you will help the Census Bureau achieve its goal to save up to $5 billion in future collection efforts while still ensuring everyone is counted in 2020. Census counts have a huge impact on our nation’s spending. The 2020 Census will affect how more than $400 billion from more than 100 government programs is distributed to states and localities, including communities like ours. The data influence choices made about which roads are fixed, where schools are built and businesses open, what medical services are offered, and more. 
Please plan to participate in this important test, and to make sure you’re ready, sign up for the Census Bureau’s Notify Me service at census.gov/2015 today.
Sincerely,
[Your name and contact information here]
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