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The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest 
statistical agency. Our mission is to serve as the nation’s leading 
provider of quality data about its people and economy. 

About the U.S. Census Bureau

The U.S. Census Bureau conducts more than 130 surveys and programs each year, including 

• The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing count of all 50 states and U.S. territories

• The American Community Survey – the ongoing, annual survey of the social, economic, housing, and 
demographic characteristics of the nation’s population 

• The Economic Census –  the official five-year measure of American businesses

• The Census of Governments –  identifies the scope and nature of the nation’s state and local government sector



• American Community Survey (ACS) basics

• ACS data products

• ACS data tools and demonstrations

• Resources for learning more

The American Community Survey
Outline
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The American Community Survey
The Foundation
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• The American Community Survey (ACS) is the premier source of 
detailed information about the nation’s people and housing.

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses to produce annual social, economic, 
housing, and demographic estimates for communities throughout the 
U.S. and Puerto Rico 

• Covers 40+ topics — Collects detailed information previously collected 
by the decennial census each decade

• Helps inform how trillions of dollars in federal funds are distributed 
each year, supports over 300 evidence-based federal government uses

• Data released the year after collection as 1-year and 5-year estimates

• Officially started in 2005 (1-year estimates = 2005; 5-year 2005-2009)



5

The American Community Survey
Who Uses the ACS

Amer. Indian & Alaska 
Native Populations

Businesses General Users

Media

Federal 
Government

State & Local 
Government

Nonprofits Researchers
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Online Response Paper Questionnaire Computer-Assisted Interviewing
In-Person and Telephone

Self-Response
(about 8 weeks)

Nonresponse Follow-up 
(about 4 weeks)

The American Community Survey
The ACS Data Collection Process

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/respond.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/respond.html
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Ancestry
Citizenship
Citizen Voting Age Population
Disability
Educational Attainment
Fertility
Grandparents
Language
Marital Status
Migration
School Enrollment
Veterans

Class of Worker 
Commuting
Employment Status
Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Income
Industry & Occupation
Weeks Worked

Age
Hispanic Origin
Race
Relationship
Sex

POPULATION

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC

ECONOMIC

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Rent, Taxes, Insurance)
Heating Fuel 
Home Value
Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities
Vehicles
Year Built
Year Moved In

HOUSING

The American Community Survey
Content Overview
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The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts



The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts

9

County of El Paso

STATE COUNTY

CENSUS TRACT BLOCK GROUP

Texas



Estimated Population of 
Geographic Area

1-Year 
Estimates

1-Year 

Supplemental Estimates

5-Year 

Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 to 64,999 X X

Less than 20,000 X

Typical Release Month
(Occurs in the calendar year 
after data collection)

September October December

2023 ACS Data Releases Sept. 12, 2024 October 17, 2024 December 12, 2024

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html
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The American Community Survey
Availability of Data Products

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html
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The American Community Survey
Estimate Type Availability by County



• American Community Survey (ACS) basics

• ACS data products

• ACS data tools and demonstrations

• Resources for learning more
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The American Community Survey
Outline
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The American Community Survey
Data Product Types

Pre-Tabulated Profiles and Tables
• Profiles contain the most frequently requested social, economic, housing, and demographic 

data summarized for a single geographic area
➢ Profiles Include: Data Profiles (DP), Comparison Profiles (CP), Selected Population Profiles 

(S0201), and Narrative Profiles

• Tables offer a precise or detailed view of a subject
➢ Tables Include: Detailed Tables (B or C), Supplemental Tables (K), Subject Tables (S), 

Ranking Tables (R), and Geographic Comparison Tables (GCT)

Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files
• Allows users to create custom tables that are not available through pre-tabulated data 

products

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables.html


• B=Data Product Type (Base Table)
• 06=Subject (Place of Birth)
• 004=Sequential Number (2 or 3 digits)
• A=Race/Hispanic Origin (White Alone)
• PR=For Puerto Rico Geographies Only

B06004APR
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The American Community Survey
Table/Profile Numbering

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables/table-ids-explained.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables/table-ids-explained.html


Definition: An MOE is a measure of the possible variation of the estimate around the population value.

• At a given confidence level, the estimate and actual population value will differ by no more than the MOE.

• 90% confidence level is the Census standard and ACS MOEs are provided in the same unit as the estimate.

Example: How many males under age 5 live in WY?

Lower bound = 16,772 – 440 = 16,332

Upper bound = 16,772 + 440 = 17,212

We are 90% confident the true number of males under age 5 

in Wyoming falls between 16,332 and 17,212.
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The American Community Survey
What is the Margin of Error (MOE)?



• American Community Survey (ACS) basics

• ACS data products

• ACS data tools and demonstrations

• Resources for learning more
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The American Community Survey
Outline



census.gov/data/data-tools.html
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The American Community Survey
Selected Ways to Access Data

data.census.gov QuickFacts

My Tribal Area

My Congressional District

My Community Explorer

OnTheMap 
for Emergency Management

Census Business Builder Application
 Programming Interface

https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools.html
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data.census.gov census.gov/mycd census.gov/quickfacts

The American Community Survey
Quick Demo

https://data.census.gov/
https://data.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/mycd/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045219


• American Community Survey (ACS) basics

• ACS data products

• ACS data tools and demonstrations

• Resources for learning more
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The American Community Survey
Outline



census.gov/acs
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The American Community Survey
ACS Main Page

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs.html


census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question
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The American Community Survey
Why We Ask

https://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question/


census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data.html
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The American Community Survey
Data Tables and Tools

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data.html


Do Do Not

Use ACS for population characteristics (i.e., 
percentages, means, medians, rates)

Use ACS for population totals (instead use decennial 
census or the Population Estimates Program)

Compare non-overlapping datasets 
(i.e., 2013-2017 to 2018-2022)

Compare overlapping datasets 
(i.e., 2017-2021 to 2018-2022)

Compare similar period lengths (i.e., 1-year 
to 1-year and 5-year to 5-year)

Compare estimates from different period lengths (i.e., 
1-year to 5-year)

Conduct statistical testing when making 
comparisons between estimates

Look at estimates alone to decide if they are higher or 
lower than one another
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The American Community Survey
Comparison Guidance

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data.html


• Definition: A test to determine if a difference is unlikely to 
occur by chance.

• To be “significantly different” there must be statistical 
evidence that there is a difference between two estimates.

• Testing should be conducted for all comparisons.
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The American Community Survey
What is Statistical Testing?



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/statistical-testing-tool.html
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The American Community Survey
Statistical Testing Tool

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/statistical-testing-tool.html


census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation.html
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The American Community Survey
Technical Documentation

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation.html


census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/information-for.html

The American Community Survey
Information for… 
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/information-for.html
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The American Community Survey
Stay Connected

Sign Up for 

Email Updates
Share Your ACS 

Data Story



The American Community Survey
Find Answers, Get Support
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Website 
census.gov/acs

Census Academy 
census.gov/academy

ACS Data User Support 
acso.users.support@census.gov

Social Media  
@uscensusbureau
#ACSdata

Census Customer Service Center

800-923-8282

Source Us 
U.S. Census Bureau, [YYYY – YYYY] 
American Community Survey
[1/5]-year [estimates/statistics/data release]
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