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What is the
American Community Survey?
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ACS Basics

* Isan ongoing monthly survey sentto 3.5
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* Isdesignedto produce critical information
on smallareas and small population groups
previously collected on the decennial long
form

* Annually release data for 1-year and 5-year
periods

e Covers 35 topics and supports over 300
known Federal Government uses

e Over 11 billion estimates for over 35,000
communities
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How Is the ACS different from a census?

ACS Decennial
Census
purpose Sample estimates Official counts
produces Population characteristics Population totals
new data every Year 10 years
data reflect Period of time Point in time
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ACS Data Collection Process

Personal

Self-Response Modes Non-Response Modes
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ACS Content

Social

Education Employment Status

Marital Status Income

Fertility Commuting

Veterans Occupation & Industry

Disability Health Insurance

Citizenship Class of Worker

Language

MdEgon Economic

Sex

Tenure (Own/Rent) Age
Occupancy & Structure Race
Home Value Hispanic Origin
Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance) Relationship
Utilities .
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities Demographic
Housing
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Avalilability of ACS Data Products

Estimated

Population of 1-Year 3-Year 5-Year
Geographic Area Estimates Estimates* Estimates
65,000 or more X X X
20,000to 64,999 X X
Less than 20,000 X
Planned September N/A December
Release Date 2015 2015

* 3-Year discontinued beginning with data released in 2015
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Selected Census
Geographic Concepts—Legal Areas

* Nation

e States

e Counties

e Incorporated Places
e Minor Civil Divisions
e Congressional Districts , | 80
* School Districts

e Zip Code Tabulation Areas
(ZCTAS)
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Selected Census
Geographic Concepts—Statistical Areas

* Regions

* Divisions v *
» Census Designated Places !

* Census County Divisions a

 Public Use Microdata Areas
(PUMA)

e (Census Tracts
* Block Groups
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Alaska

Legend

- 1. 3 and 5-Year Estimates
|:| 3 and 5-ear Estimates
[ 5-ear Estimates aniy
State Boundary

T

Hawaii

2013 ACS Estimate Type Availability by County

T

. L5, Carmus Buneal
American CommunEy Eurvey Office
‘Geography
Augrst 2014
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ACS for Business

Why should small business care about the ACS?
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ACS for Business

ACS data can be a critical component of the
iInformation that businesses need to inform strategic
decision-making.

/ ldentify potential markets/customers
/ Meet customer needs

/ Manage the business effectively
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ACS for Business

e Businesses use ACS data to help grow and
expand their business. Uses include:
» Market/site evaluation
» Customer segmentation
» Targeting advertising or promotional opportunities
* Enhancements to their own products/services

e Small businesses need market level data for
very small areas, and ACS Is the most
authoritative source of small area data
available.
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Building a Business

When deciding to create a new
business or expand an existing
one, you can use the ACS to
examine potential locations.

,J Demogra phIC characteristics (age, gender, family structure)

,J Social characteristics (singles, home buyers, retirees, etc.)

,J Home size, dge, and amenities (computer/Internet use)
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Building a Business

ACS data Is an integral part of
Incorporating demographic
analysis into a business’
marketing strategy.

o Age and Gender

@ rFamilies with Children

o _anguage spoken at home
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Building a Business

Businesses can use ACS data to
analyze and improve how they are
running their business.

_abor force status (Employed/Unemployed, FullPart Time)

$

8

8 Educational attainment (ncluding Field of Degree)

ncome and earnings (By Occupation and Industry)
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ACS for Business

The ACS iIs crucial to businesses because:

/ Accurate / Trusted

/ Comprehensive / Detailed

/ Timely / Comparable

And the data Is available for FBEE!
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How to Access Information & Data

« ACS Website

e QuickFacts

o EasyStats & My Congressional District

* Census Explorer

 American FactFinder

e DataFerrett

« Application Programming Interface (API)
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ACS Main Page
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American Community Survey (ACS)

| Search .

Topics
Population, Economy

Data

Tools, Developers

Geography

Maps, Geographic Data

Library

Infographics, Publications

About the Bureau

Research, Surveys

Newsroom
News, Events, Blogs

About the Survey

Respond to the Survey

News & Updates
Data

Guidance for Data
Users

Geography & ACS

Technical
Documentation

Methodology
Library

Operations and
Administration

Contact Us

o0
i bdw
Respond to the ACS.
Leamn how.

The American Community Survey helps local officials, community leaders
and businesses understand the changes taking place in their communities.
Itis the premier source for detailed information about the American people
and workforce.

What is the ACS? How do | respond to

the ACS?

Where can | get
ACS data?

Latest

News Events Library

Data Tables & Tools

The ACS provides data tables including Comparison and Selected Population Profiles, and
Subject, Detailed, Ranking, and Geographic Comparison Tables.

Summary File Data

The ACS Summary File is a set of comma-delimited text files that contain all of the detailed
tables for the ACS.

census.gov/acs
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QuickFacts

QuickFacts Beta

Table

ALL TOPICS

In civilian labor force, total, percent of
population age 16 years+, 2009-2013

In civilian labor force, female, percent of
population age 16 years+, 2009-2013

Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers
age 16 years+, 2009-2013

Median household income (in 2013 dollars),
2009-2013

Per capita income in past 12 months (in
2013 dollars), 2009-2013

Owner-occupied housing unit rate,
2009-2013

Median value of owner-occupied housing
units, 2009-2013

Median selected monthly owner cosis
-without a mortgage, 2009-2013

Median gross rent, 2009-2013

Persons without health insurance, under age
65 years, percent

Persons in poverty, percent

Median selected monthly owner costs -with a
mortgage, 2009-2013

Total employer establishments, 2012
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When to use:

Find a fact fast. View selected
estimates about social,
economic, and housing

characteristics for all states
and counties, and for cities
with more than 5,000 people.

census.qgov/quickfacts



http://quickfacts.census.gov/

Easy Stats

Easy Stats

0 Select Geography

Plzase Choose

Optional:
Refine by
™ County ) Place

| =]

9 Choose a topic:

S M M = =

Financial Johs Housing Feople Education

Current Table: None

° e

Clear Choices
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About Easy Stats

Easy Stats gives you quick and easy access to selected
statistics collected by the U.5. Census Bureau through
the American Community Survey_ With the American
Community Survey, detailed demographic and economic
statistics are available every year for the nation's
communities and their people.

This interactive tool provides the latest statistics about
where you live. You can search different geographies
including states, counties, incorporated places
(towns/cities) and census designated places (CDP). With
Easy Stats, you can view detailed racial, age and sex
breakdowns and much more.

Powered by
The American Community Survey
and Census API

ensus Economics and Siatiatica Adminisiration

U5, CENSUS BUREAL
Bureau ARSI gov

cUnited States" ’ U.5. Departmant of Cammerce

When to use:
View selected tables
about finances, jobs,
housing, people, and

education states,
counties, and cities.

census.gov/easystats/
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Census Explorer

United States = .
Census CensusExplorer Glossary | Dat
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B R Explore selected estimates
| e+ about people, education,
—— e i - income, and commuting in
Median Household Income . ¢ = b an interactive map to
' L i visualize how statistics
state change over time and
across geographies.
;";162‘ ‘E;H:riseho{d cesla 564,267  Bermuday
.y — census.gov/censusexplorer
'/ 35000 450;'»0 55W : | F&Tlh.fﬁihamﬁ e
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= Choropleth - American Community Survey & *z; Social Explorer
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American FactFinder

o - .- AMERI(
Census Fac

— BT

tFinder (\ ) Feedback FAQs Glossary

MAIN COMMUNITY FACTS GUIDED SEARCH ADVANCED SEARCH DOWNLOAD CENTER

o The U.S. Census Bureau's newly designed American Community Survey (ACS) website is now available.

When to use:
Search all ACS data for
all geographies down to

the block group level

w Community Facts

Find popular facts (population, income, etc.) and
frequently requested data about your community.

Enter a state, county, city, fown, or zip code:

Guided Search

Advanced Search

factfinder.census.gov

Download Center

Popular Tables

Population and Housing Poverty and Income

= Annual Population Estimates (2014 PEP, PEPANNRES) = General Economic Characteristics (2013 ACS, DP03)
= Demographic and Housing Estimates (2013 ACS, DP05) .

« General Housing Characteristics (2013 ACS, DP04) Age; Race, Sex and Education

= General Demographic Characteristics (2010 Census, DP-1) = Selected Social Characteristics (2013 ACS, DP02)

= Educational Attainment (2013 ACS, 51501)

American FactFinder provides access to data about the News and Notes [ _GET EMAIL UPDATES
United States, Puerto Rico and the Island Areas. The data

N e e e

Jlune 03. 2015
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£ DataFerrett
File Edit View Options Special Help
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Application Programming
Interface (API)

Developers
APl Forum The Census Bureau has begun rolling out our datasets via APls. Check out
. . our Discovery Tool. Sign up for our newsletter to get the latest updates and
Abaut this Section newest dataset addition. We also invite you to make requests for features /
data via our forum.
App Gallery
Read More
Available APls
Geography
Mews
Terms of Senvice o
#a
Updates Available APIs Join the Mailing List

REqUESt Latest

Available APls News Updates

q-' "Y—'—"""lﬁﬁ New ACS 5-Year Estimates: See How Young Adults Today
s i Compare

f0e, |: December 04, 2014

Young adults today are more likely to be foreign born and speak a
language other than English at home, compared with young adults in
1980.

census.gov/developers
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Continue the Conversation

@uscensusbureau
#ACSdata

facebook.com/uscensusbureau

@uscensusbureau

Source us:
“U.S. Census Bureau's American Community Survey”

YYYY-YYYY American Community Survey 1/3/5-year estimates/statistics/data release

= 2013 American Community Survey 1-yearestimates,
=  2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-year data release)
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Contact Information

Visit the ACS/PRCS website:
census.gov/acs

Contact by telephone:
1-800-923-8282

Submit a question:
https://ask.census.gov

Email updates:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
USCENSUS/subscriber/new
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