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On Aug. 15, 1914, the Panama Canal was opened for world commerce, dramatically shortening the 
time ships took to travel between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Construction of this vital waterway, 

one of the world's engineering wonders, was started in 1880 by France and finished by the U.S. in 1914. 
Since 1999, it has been operated by the Republic of Panama. 
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