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Meet Your Presenter

Adam Grundy:

• Supervisor in the Data User and Trade Outreach 
Branch

• Leads the ECON Outreach Working Group
• Maintains an online calendar for the Economic 

Directorate
• Writes several articles for the America Counts series
• Former President of the General Workforce Advisory 

Board
• Has a bachelor’s degree in Human Studies and a 

certification in elementary education



Census Bureau economic programs are a key 
source for official statistics: 
• NEW High Frequency data
• Monthly and quarterly small sample surveys provide 

the most TIMELY data available
• Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the 

most up-to-date TREND data available
• Every 5 years, the Censuses measure all businesses 

and governments and provide the most 
COMPREHENSIVE data available

• Plus, FOUNDATIONAL administrative data from 
the Business Register to supplement or produce 
additional economic products 

These programs set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data 
provided by businesses and governments 

Programs

High Frequency

Monthly & Quarterly

Annual Surveys

Censuses – Every 5 Years

Administrative Data



What Topics Are Available?

NAICS (North American Industry 
Classification System)

• Our primary data dimension
• Establishments (vs. Companies, 

Firms, etc.) 
• Our collection/tabulation level
• Employers (vs. Nonemployers)
• Most programs only cover employer 

businesses
• Nonemployers: self-employed 

individuals 
• U.S. Code Title 13 and 26 protects 

business privacy and confidentiality

NAICS Hierarchy
DescriptionCodeLevel

Information

Broadcasting (except Internet)

Radio and Television Broadcasting

Radio Broadcasting

Radio Stations

51

515

5151

51511

515112

Sector

Subsector

Industry Group

Industry

U.S. Industry
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Where do these data come from? County Business Patterns 
This program covers Employer Businesses in the U.S.

Nonemployer Statistics
This program covers Nonemployer Businesses (self-employed 

persons) in the U.S. 

Annual Business Survey
This survey covers Employer Businesses in the U.S. and includes 

business owner data.

Economic Census 
The official five-year measure of American businesses providing 

comprehensive statistics at the national, state, and local levels.



What is County Business Patterns?  This program covers Employer Businesses in 
the U.S.

 Is published annually 
 Latest data available (as of March 2024) is 

for calendar year 2021
 2021 data were released on April 27, 2023

 Includes statistics on the number of 
establishments, employment, and annual 
payroll for nearly every 2- thru 6-digit NAICS 
code

 Data are published at the national, state, metro 
area, county, congressional district, and ZIP 
Code levels
 CBP also covers the 5 US territories

 Data are also shown by employment size of the 
establishment and by Legal Form of 
Organization

 Other facts about CBP:
 See https://www.census.gov/programs-

surveys/cbp.html for more information 
about this program
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What is Nonemployer Statistics? • This program covers Nonemployer Businesses 
(self-employed persons) in the U.S.

• Is published annually 
• Latest data available (as of March 2024) is 

for calendar year 2020
• 2021 data will be released on March 14, 

2024
• Includes statistics on the number of firms and 

revenue for most 2- thru 6-digit NAICS codes
• Data are published at the national, state, metro 

area, and county levels
• NES does not cover the 5 US territories

• Data are also shown by revenue size of the firm 
and by Legal Form of Organization

• Other facts about NES:
• See https://www.census.gov/programs-

surveys/nonemployer-statistics.html for 
more information about this program
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics.html


What is the Annual Business Survey? • This program covers Employer Businesses in the 
U.S.

• Is published annually 
• Latest data available (as of March 2024) is 

for calendar year 2022
• 2023 “First Look” data was recently 

released on  January 25, 2024
• Includes statistics on the number of firms, 

employment, annual payroll, and sales, 
shipments, receipts, or revenue for nearly every 
2- thru 4-digit NAICS code

• Data are published at the national, state, 
county, and place levels

• Nation and state: full NAICS; County and 
place: just NAICS 00

• ABS does not cover the 5 US territories
• Data are also shown by race, ethnicity, gender, 

and veteran status of the business owner and 
by other characteristics of the business and the 
owner

• Other facts about ABS:
• See https://www.census.gov/programs-

surveys/abs.html for more information 8

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs.html


• 5 surveys that provide economic statistics about state and 
local governments

• Serve as public-sector counterpart to private sector data 

• Response is voluntary

• Virtually no confidentiality restriction – data is public record

• Core Program Content

- Organization and Structure 

- Government Employment 

- Government Finances

 Released on Excel files, and other Census tools

Public Sector (Governments)



ACS Data in Action: Opening a Business in Alabama
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Census Business Builder
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Demo

Live Demo on Obtaining 
Relevant Business Data
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Guiding Principles
 Easy to use
 Customer focused
 Provide access to Census 

data and more
 BLS, USDA, & third party

 Leverage existing Census 
investments
 Esri, API

 Use latest technology
 Cloud

 Provide for free

CBB Home Page
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html

Census Business Builder 5.4
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Census Business Builder 5.4
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CBB 5.4 - Tour

• Tour will walk you through 
the core functionality of the 
application
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CBB 5.4 – Key Features
Map page
• Dashboard
• Region View
• Geographic Levels
• Industry Cluster
• Map Variables options
• Filter Menu
• Map Buttons
• Map Legend
• Reports
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Reports
• Report sections, 

interactive charts, 
customizing, and 
bookmarking

• Single or multi-
geography reports

CBB 5.4 – Reports
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CBB 5.4 - Region Builder

Multiple options to build a 
region

• Option #1: build region 
of 2+ geographies of 
the SAME TYPE 

• Option #2: build a 
Region of 2 or more 
geographies of 2 OR 
MORE types

• Option #3: build a 
Region using Prebuilt 
Regions  
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CBB: Data Sources
• Demographic, socioeconomic, and housing data from the 

American Community Survey
• Business data from the County Business Patterns, 

Nonemployer Statistics, Economic Census, and Survey of 
Business Owners

• Imports and Exports data from the International Trade 
program

• Workforce data from the Quarterly Workforce Indicators
• Building Permits data from the Building Permits Survey
• Your own data (via Excel file upload feature)
• Consumer Spending data from Esri
• Agriculture data from the Census of Agriculture (USDA)
• Employment and related data from the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics (BLS) Quarterly Census of Employment and 
Wages (QCEW)



DEMO of Census Business Builder

Go to:
cbb.census.gov ; or scan QR code 



Data Tools Available

Selected Ways to Access Data
• QuickFacts

• My Congressional District

• My Tribal Area

• OnTheMap for Emergency Management 

• Census Business Builder

• TIGER/Line Shapefiles w/ Selected 
Demographic Data

• Application Programming Interface       
(API)

• COVID-19 Data Hub

• data.census.gov

census.gov/data/data-tools.html 21
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DEMO of My Community Explorer (MCE)

Go to: 
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience
/13a111e06ad242fba0fb62f25199c7dd/ ; 

Or scan QR Code 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/13a111e06ad242fba0fb62f25199c7dd/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/13a111e06ad242fba0fb62f25199c7dd/


Adam Grundy
U.S. Census Bureau

Data User and Trade Outreach Branch
Adam.P.Grundy@census.gov

301-763-7592

Get in Touch with Us

23


	ECON 101: An Overview of Census Economic Data and Data Tools
	Meet Your Presenter
	Programs
	What Topics Are Available?
	County Business Patterns This program covers Employer Businesses in the U.S.�Nonemployer StatisticsThis program covers Nonemployer Businesses (self-employed persons) in the U.S. ��Annual Business Survey��This survey covers Employer Businesses in the U.S. and includes business owner data.��Economic Census The official five-year measure of American businesses providing comprehensive statistics at the national, state, and local levels.
	What is County Business Patterns?
	What is Nonemployer Statistics?
	What is the Annual Business Survey?
	Slide Number 9
	ACS Data in Action: Opening a Business in Alabama
	Slide Number 11
	Live Demo on Obtaining Relevant Business Data
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Selected Ways to Access Data
	Slide Number 22
	Get in Touch with Us

