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Making our Data Accessible
• Serving our “traditional” 

customers
– “Power Users” vs Others

• Underserved customers
– Small business owners and 

entrepreneurs
– Regional Planning groups
– The Press

• Ongoing tool changes



Census Business Builder Guiding Principles

• Easy to use
• Customer focused
• Census data and more
• Leverage existing Census investments
• Use latest technologies
• Free



Tool LinksWidgets

Help
Overview and “How 
To” flyers

Promo Video

CBB Home Page

https://www.census.gov
/data/data-
tools/cbb.html



CBB Demo and Exercises





SBE Steps

1. Select Your 
Industry

2. Select Your 
Geography

3. Browse the Map
4. Create Your 

Report



Map Features
• Change 

Industry 
and 
Geography 
menus

• Zoom

• Geographic 
Level Menu

• Data 
Dashboard

• Map Variable 
and Filter 
menus

• Map 
Download, 
Reference 
Layers, 
BaseMap, and 
Transparency 
buttons

• Legend (w/ 
Map 
Configuration)



Report Features
• Cover sheet

• Table of 
Contents

• Report 
Sections

• MoE, 
Configure, 
Download, 
and Help 
menu 

• Data Tables

• Customizable 
charts





RAE Steps

1. Build 
Your 
Region

2. Browse 
the Map

3. Create 
Your 
Reports





Summary

• Census provides a wealth of data that can be invaluable to the 
press to help you tell your business stories

• CBB is a key data tool to access these data… and be a portal to 
all the other data we have

• The data are only possible because of the businesses that take 
the time to report on our surveys… and you can help promote 
response



Questions?



Thank You!

Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov
(301)763-6747

mailto:Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov
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