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Outline 

 Compare 2013 poverty estimates from the sample 
with the traditional income questions to the sample 
with the redesigned income questions.  

 Summary of income and poverty release plans: 
 Tables and research files released this month 

 September 16, 2015 income and poverty releases 
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As a result of the split panel in 2014, we have 
two sets of poverty estimates for 2013 
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Income and Poverty Estimates for 2013 -  
Reports Published in September 2014 
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Redesigned income 
questions 
(30,000 addresses) 
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Income and Poverty Estimates for 2013 -  
Reports to be Released in September 2015 
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2013 Official Poverty Estimates 

 Official poverty estimate 
based on traditional income 
questions: 
 14.5 percent (+/- 0.3) 

 Sample with redesigned 
income questions: 
 14.8 percent (+/-0.5) 

 Difference between two 
poverty estimates not 
statistically significant 
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Most differences in official poverty estimates 
between the sample with the traditional income 
questions and the sample with the redesigned 

income questions were not statistically significant 

 Exceptions were: 

 Lower poverty rates for Blacks and people who 
worked less than full-time, year-round with the 
redesigned questions 

 Higher poverty rates for children, Whites, Asians and 
people in the Midwest with the redesigned income 
questions 
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Official Poverty Rates by Age:  2013 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2014 Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 
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Poverty Rates by Sex:  2013 
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Poverty Rates by  
Race and Hispanic Origin:  2013 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2014 Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 

Redesigned Traditional 



Poverty Rates by  
Nativity/Citizenship:  2013 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2014 Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 
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Poverty Rates by Region:  2013 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2014 Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 

Redesigned Traditional 



Poverty Rates by  
Place of Residence:  2013 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2014 Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 

Redesigned Traditional 



Poverty Rates by  
Disability Status:  2013 
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Poverty Rates by  
Work Experience:  2013 
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Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) 

 Since 2011 the Census Bureau has 
also released poverty estimates 
using the Supplemental Poverty 
Measure (SPM) 

 Overall difference in SPM 
poverty rates across samples for 
2013 was not statistically 
significant:  15.5 (+/-0.3) percent 
vs. 15.8 (+/-0.5) percent 

 Few demographic groups with 
statistically significant differences 
in SPM rates 
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Income and Poverty Estimates for 2013: 
August 2015 Releases  

 Full set of detailed income and poverty tables with estimates for 
2013 from the redesigned sample 

 
 

 
 

 
 2014 CPS ASEC public use file for the sample eligible to receive the 

redesigned income questions 
 SPM research file for the redesigned sample (reference year 2013) 
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2014 Income Consistent Research File 

 Full 2014 CPS ASEC sample --- all 98,000 addresses 
 Uses statistical techniques to model values for three income sources:  

retirement income, interest and dividends in the sample that received 
the traditional income questions 
 Three income sources with the largest differences between the 

two subsamples 
 Model was run 10 times.  File will include the results of all ten 

runs of the model to enable researchers to factor in the increased 
variance due to these imputations 

 Working paper presented last month at the Joint Statistical 
Meetings and posted on our web site provides more details 

 Research file will be posted at: 
http://www.census.gov/housing/extract_files/toc.html 
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Income and Poverty Reports:  September 16, 2015 

 Income and Poverty in the United 
States:  2014 – will compare income 
and poverty estimates for 2014 to 
income and poverty estimates for 
2013 from the sample with the 
redesigned income questions 

 Appendices in the report will include 
comparisons of income and poverty 
estimates for specific demographic 
groups between the traditional and  
redesigned samples and between the 
redesigned sample and the income 
consistent research file to “bridge” the 
new estimates 

 Supplemental Poverty Measure will 
compare estimates for 2014 to 
estimates from the redesigned sample  
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For both income and poverty, year-to-year 
comparisons will be to 2013 estimates from 

the redesign sample 
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Historical tables will show two entries for 
calendar year 2013:  traditional and redesign 
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Table Creator will be updated to allow users 
to select among three files for 2013:  

traditional, redesign and full 
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2015 CPS ASEC public use file  
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Not being released on September 16 – tables 
with multi-year estimates 
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Summary 

 Differences in poverty rates for the total population 
from the two samples were not statistically significant 
 Few statistically significant differences in poverty between 

two subsamples for demographic subgroups 

 August releases – detailed tables, public use file using 
the redesigned sample, and SPM research file.   

 Coming soon – income consistent research file 
 September 16 
 Official and SPM poverty reports on the same day  
 Year-to-year comparisons will use the sample with the 

redesigned questions for the 2013 estimates 
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Thank You 

Contact Information 
Trudi Renwick 

trudi.j.renwick@census.gov 
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