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Health Insurance Coverage Estimates 

Recap of health insurance measurement changes 

New Current Population Survey Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC) baseline 

Upcoming health insurance coverage report to be 
released in September 
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CPS ASEC Question Changes 
Income 
Separation of ‘Source’ and 
‘Amount’ questions 
Tailored skip patterns 
More detailed interest, 
dividends, and retirement 
questions 
 
Split sample for 2013 data 
 
Bridge year to look back and 
look forward 

Health Insurance Coverage 
Complete redesign of health 
insurance coverage 
questionnaire – based on over a 
decade of research 
 
Full sample for 2013 data 
 
Strong baseline for future 
health insurance coverage 
changes 
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Source: 2008 to 2012 1-year ACS, 2009 to 2013 CPS ASEC 

CPS and ACS Uninsured Rates:  
2008 to 2012 

While the level of 
the uninsured 
differs between 
the CPS and ACS, 
the two surveys 
consistently 
measure the 
magnitude and 
direction of year-
to-year changes in 
the uninsured rate. 





Redesigned Health Insurance Coverage 
Questions in the Redesigned CPS ASEC  
Design: 

Reference period 
 New current coverage question to improve responses to questions about health 

insurance coverage in previous calendar year 
Health insurance coverage types 
 Start with general coverage questions followed by more specific questions 
Household-level design 
 Ask who else in household had that plan type 
 Ask about all household members by name to address gaps in household coverage 

Results: 
 More precise measures of health insurance coverage 

 Expanded topic detail 

 Improved respondent experience 
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CPS and ACS Uninsured Rates: 
2008 to 2013 
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Source: 2008 to 2013 1-year ACS, 2009 to 2014 CPS ASEC 
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Health Insurance Coverage 
in the United States: 2013  

New Baseline 

CPS ASEC improvements to better 
estimate health insurance coverage 
provides a strong baseline to 
measure future changes in health 
insurance coverage due to the 
Affordable Care Act 
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68,000 
addresses 

30,000  
addresses 

Redesigned income 
questions 

Redesigned health 
insurance questions 

Redesigned health  
insurance questions 

Traditional 
income 
questions 

Income Items Health Insurance Items 

2013 Income & 
Poverty, and 
Health Insurance 
reports based on a 
sample of 68,000 
addresses, 
representing the 
total U.S. 
population. 

Health Insurance Coverage 
in the United States: 2013 

Report released September 2014 

2013 2013 



Health Insurance Coverage 
in the United States: 2014 
Report to be released September 2015 
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• 2014 estimates from the full sample 
• 2013 estimates from  

• the full sample of 98,000 
addresses for most characteristics 

• the sub-sample of 30,000 
addresses when crossing health 
insurance coverage by income or 
poverty 

• ACS to examine the time series 

Redesigned 
income questions 

Redesigned health  
insurance questions 
 
Full sample 
(98,000 addresses) 

Traditional 
income 
questions 

Income Health Insurance 

Redesigned income  
and health insurance 
questions 
 
Full sample 
(98,000 addresses) 

2014 2013 



Percentage of People With and Without 
 Health Insurance Coverage by Sample: 2013 

Uninsured 

With insurance 

Traditional income questions  
(68,000 addresses) 

Full CPS ASEC sample 
(98,000 addresses) 

86.7 
86.6 

13.3 
13.4 No statistical  

difference 

No statistical  
difference 

Source:   2014 Current Population Survey Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement  
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Health Insurance Coverage Crossed by 
Income Statistics 
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• 2014 estimates from the full sample 
• 2013 estimates from  

• the full sample of 98,000 
addresses for most 
characteristics 

• the sub-sample of 30,000 
addresses when crossing health 
insurance coverage by income or 
poverty 

• ACS to examine the time series 

Redesigned 
income questions 

Redesigned health  
insurance questions 

Traditional 
income 
questions 

Income Health Insurance 

Redesigned income  
and health insurance 
questions 
 
Full sample 
(98,000 addresses) 

2014 2013 

Redesigned health  
insurance questions 

Health Insurance Coverage 
in the United States: 2014 
Report to be released September 2015 



Contents of Report 
Age 
Marital Status 
Disability Status 
Work Experience 
Household Income 
Income-to-Poverty Ratios 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Status 
Residence 
Race & Hispanic Origin 
Nativity 
States 

 
Health Insurance Coverage 
in the United States: 2014 

(Report to be released September 16, 2015) 
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• Statistics on health insurance coverage in 
2014 

• Year-to-year change 



Numbers, Rates, and Change: 2013 and 2014 
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Select Detail Provided by 
the American Community Survey 

Numbers, Rates, and Change by State: 2013 and 2014 

17 



August 2015 • Table package on 2013 health insurance using the full sample  
      for most characteristics 

September 16, 
2015 
 

• Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2014 
• Detailed analysis of health insurance coverage for 2014 
• Change between 2013 and 2014 
• Select subnational estimates from the American Community 

Survey 
• Public use data file 
• Detailed and historical tables for health insurance coverage 
• Current health insurance coverage extract 
• Table creator tool for custom tabulations 

Timeline of Releases 
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Contact Information 

Marina Vornovitsky, Ph.D. 

marina.s.vornovitsky@census.gov 
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