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Webinar Outline 
 Upcoming ACS Data Releases 
 ACS Basics 
 5-Year ACS Geography and Products 
 Accessing ACS Data and Documentation 
 Census Explorer: Young Adult Population: Then and Now 
 Q&A 
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Stay on the line to learn how to access Block Group data using  
American FactFinder 



Upcoming ACS Data 
Releases 



Upcoming ACS Data Release 
MEDIA EMBARGO: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

PUBLIC RELEASE: Thursday, December 4, 2014 

Release Includes: 

 2009-2013 5-Year Estimates (All geographic areas) 

 5-Year Data Products 

 5-Year Summary File 

 Narrative Profile 

 DataFerrett, API, Easy Stats and QuickFacts 

 “Young Adults: Then and Now”  
 New Edition of Census Explorer  
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Upcoming 2013 ACS PUMS Releases 

 Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files 
contain individual housing unit and person 
records with limited geography to ensure 
confidentiality 

 December 4:  2011-2013 3-Year PUMS File 

 January 22:  2009-2013 5-Year PUMS File 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/public_use_ 
microdata_sample/ 



ACS Basics 



The American Community Survey 

 Ongoing survey that samples about 3.5 million 
addresses per year 

 Collects data on a wide range of demographic, 
social, economic, and housing characteristics 

 Designed to produce critical information that was 
previously collected in the decennial census 

 Fully implemented in 2005 

 Publishes annual estimates for small geographic 
areas and population groups 
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Multiyear Estimates 
 Describe the average characteristics over a specific 

period of time, not a single point in time 

 Multiyear estimates are NOT an average of 1-year 
estimates 

 Data are pooled across 36 or 60 months, weighted to 
produce estimates, and controlled for age, sex, race, and 
Hispanic origin 

 Estimates are based on geographic boundaries as of 
January 1 of the last year in the multiyear period 

 Dollar-value estimates are inflation adjusted to the most 
recent year for the period 
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Use Multiyear Estimates When… 

 No 1-year estimate is available 

 Margins of error for 1-year estimates are larger 
than required 

 Analyzing data for small population groups 

 Comparing various geographies when one or 
more of them do not receive 1-year estimates 
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Using Multiyear Estimates 
 for Comparisons 

 Compare across geographies 
 
 Compare across subpopulations 
 
 Compare non-overlapping time periods (e.g., 

2008-2010 vs. 2011-2013) 
 
 Only compare estimates from the same time 

period (e.g., 3-year vs. 3-year, 5-year vs. 5-year) 
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Comparison Guidance 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/comparing_data/ 



Comparison Guidance 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/table_comparisons/ 



5-Year ACS  
Geography and Products 



5-Year Geography 
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• All geographic areas 
down to the block group 
level  

 
• Over 578,000 

geographic areas 
 

• Use  Metropolitan and 
Micropollitan Statistical 
Area definitions based 
on the February 2013  
CBSA definitions. 

 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/  

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/


5-Year Data Products 

 Data Profiles (Social, Economic, Housing, 
Demographic) 

 Geographic Comparison Tables (92) 
 Subject Tables (69) 
 Detailed Tables (1,043) 
 Narrative Profile 
 Refreshed Data Tools 
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New 5-Year Data Products 
 14 new Detailed Tables on Bachelor's field of degree 

available for population 25 years and older. 
 Two new Health Insurance tables: 

 Detailed Table (B27010) provides types of health insurance by age. 
 Subject Table (S2702) provides estimates of selected 

characteristics of the uninsured. 

 New Detailed Table (B17020) provides various age 
breakdowns by Poverty Status. 

 New Imputation Table of Year of Naturalization for the 
naturalized citizen population (B99053).  

 All tables available at the Block Group level now on AFF. 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2013_data_product_changes/ 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2013_data_product_changes/


Noteworthy Modified Tables 
 One Subject Table was modified to include a section on Health 

Insurance Coverage by Type (S2701). 

 Two Detailed Tables were modified to account for the new 2012 
Industry Code Changes (B24030, B24040). 

 Race-Iterated poverty tables (B17002A-I) were modified to account 
for various age breakdowns by poverty status.   

 "Azores Island" was added to Detailed Table B05006. 

 Summary Level 080: State-County-County Subdivision-
Place/Remainder-Census Tract was discontinued.   
 We will continue to produce tract-level estimates (Summary Level 140). 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2013_data_product_changes/ 



 The 5-Year Narrative Profile is a prose report that describes a 
geographic area using custom text and graphics. 

 
 

Narrative Profile 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/data_narrative_profiles/ 



Data Tool Updates 

DataFerrett, API, Easy Stats, and 
QuickFacts are also being updated  
with the new ACS 5-Year data. 



Accessing ACS Data and 
Documentation 



Accessing American FactFinder 
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http://factfinder2.census.gov 



Accessing the 5-Year Summary File 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/summary_file/ 



http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/data_main 
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Accessing the Narrative Profile 



Accessing DataFerrett 

http://www.census.gov 
http://dataferrett.census.gov 
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Data and Documentation Page 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/documentation_main/ 
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2013 Data Release Information 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2013_release 
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Young Adults: Then and Now 
A New Edition of Census Explorer 

www.census.gov/CensusExplorer 



Young Adults: Then and Now 
Census Explorer 
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1980 1990 2000 2009-13 

• Total population 
• % Non-Hispanic white alone 
• % Minority* 
• Year-round, full-time median earnings 
• % Living in poverty 
• % Employed 
• % Foreign-born 

 
*  People who reported their ethnicity and race as a 
group other than non-Hispanic white alone 
 

 
 

• % Veterans 
• % With a bachelor’s degree or higher 
• % Language other than English spoken at 

home  
• % Never married  
• % Living in their parents’ home 
• % Living alone 
• % Of workers who drove or carpooled 
 

A snapshot of the population ages 18-34 over the decades: 



Young Adults: Then and Now 
Census Explorer 
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Placeholder: initial search screen, entering New Orleans 



Young Adults: Then and Now 
Census Explorer 
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Young Adults: Then and Now 
Census Explorer 
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PLACEHOLDER – MAP SHOWING TRACT LEVEL 
VARIATION – SUNDAY ADD 



Young Adults: Then and Now 
Census Explorer 
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Young Adults: Then and Now 
Census Explorer 
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Young Adults: Then and Now 
Census Explorer 
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Young Adults: Then and Now 
Census Explorer 
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Young Adults: Then and Now 
Census Explorer 
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Young Adults: Then and Now 
Census Explorer 
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Text box showing close-up mouseover w/census margins of error 



Continue the Conversation 

        @uscensusbureau      #ACSdata 
 
        facebook.com/uscensusbureau 

 
           https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS
 /subscriber/new 
 

Source us: 
U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey 
2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-year estimates 



Questions? 

40 

After Questions Stay for a Demo:  
How to Access 5-Year Block Group Data on 

American FactFinder 

Dial *1 for the Operator 
Or 

Send questions via Twitter: 
@uscensusbureau 

#ACSdata  



 Purpose:  
 Improve understanding of the value and utility of ACS data.  
 Promote information sharing among data users about key ACS 

data issues and applications 
 Membership is free and open to all interested ACS data 

users 
 Webinars and special sessions at professional meetings 

planned 
 Next data users conference: May 11-13, 2015 
 Users group website and online community  
 

acsdatausers.org 
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Questions? 
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After Questions Stay for a Demo  
New: How to Access 5-Year Block Group Data 

on American FactFinder 

Dial *1 for the Operator 
Or 

Send questions via Twitter: 
@uscensusbureau 

#ACSdata  



For Further Information 
Media   Public Information Office 
   pio@census.gov 
   301-763-3030 
 
Non-Media   Customer Service Center 
   1-800-923-8282 or 
   301-763-INFO (4636) 
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Accessing ACS 5-Year 
Block Group Data in  
American FactFinder 



What is a Block Group? 



Access American FactFinder 
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1. Visit factfinder2.census.gov. 
2. Click on “Advanced Search” from the blue toolbar. 



Select Geographies - Address 
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1. Click on the “Geographies” box. 
2. Click on the “Address” tab and enter address. 
3. Click “GO.” 



Geography Results 
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1. Click on the “Geography Name” in blue corresponding to the “Geography 
Type,” “Block Group within Census Tract.” 

2. When you click on the “Geography Name,” it is added to “Your Selections.” 
3. Close the “Select Geographies” overlay by clicking on the “CLOSE” button. 

 



Select Geographies - List 
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1. Click on the “Geographies box” on the left side of the screen and using 
the “List” tab from the “Select Geographies” overlay. 

2. Choose the radio button “most requested geographic types.”  
3. Under “Select a geographic type,” use the drop down menu to choose 

“Block Group-150.” 
 



Select Geographies Menu 
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1. Under “Select a state,” use the drop down menu to pick your state of interest.  
2. Under “Select a county,” use the drop down menu to pick your county of interest.  
3. Under “Select one or more geographic areas and click Add to Your Selections,” 

click on “All Block Groups within Prince George’s County, Maryland.”  
4. Click the “ADD TO YOUR SELECTIONS” button. 
 

 
 



Your Selections 
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1. “Your Selections” in the upper left corner of AFF now displays “All Block 
Groups within Prince George’s County, Maryland.” 

2. Next, close the “Select Geographies” overlay. 



Select Dataset 
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1. Click on the “Topics” box. 
2. Click on the plus sign (+) next to “Dataset,” then click on “2013 ACS 5-year 

estimates.” 
 



Select Topics 
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1. “Your Selections” now displays your dataset and block groups. 
2. Click on the “Topics” box. 
3. Click on the plus sign (+) next to “PeopleEducationField of Degree.” Click on 

Field of Degree to add it to “Your Selections.”  
4. Close the “Select Topics” overlay by clicking on the “CLOSE” button. 



Viewing Tables 
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1. “Your Selections” now displays your dataset, topic, and block groups. 
2. You can view a table by clicking on the blue table title or checking the box to the left 

of the “ID” column. 
3. Then click “View.” 



Tables Actions 
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1. Once you open your table(s) of interest, you can Bookmark, Print, 
Download, or Create a Map from the table. 

 
*You can download these instructions at 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2013_release/ 
  



Final Questions? 
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Dial *1 for the Operator 
Or 

Send questions via Twitter: 
@uscensusbureau 

#ACSdata  



Continue the Conversation 

        @uscensusbureau      #ACSdata 
 
        facebook.com/uscensusbureau 

 
           https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS
 /subscriber/new 
 

Source us: 
U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey 
2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-year estimates 



For Further Information 
Media   Public Information Office 
   pio@census.gov 
   301-763-3030 
 
Non-Media   Customer Service Center 
   1-800-923-8282 or 
   301-763-INFO (4636) 
 

 
  

58 


	2009-2013 American Community Survey (ACS) �5-Year Estimates
	Speakers
	Webinar Outline
	Upcoming ACS Data Releases
	Upcoming ACS Data Release
	Upcoming 2013 ACS PUMS Releases
	ACS Basics
	The American Community Survey
	Multiyear Estimates
	Use Multiyear Estimates When…
	Using Multiyear Estimates� for Comparisons
	Comparison Guidance
	Comparison Guidance
	5-Year ACS �Geography and Products
	5-Year Geography
	5-Year Data Products
	New 5-Year Data Products
	Noteworthy Modified Tables
	Narrative Profile
	Data Tool Updates
	Accessing ACS Data and Documentation
	Accessing American FactFinder
	Accessing the 5-Year Summary File
	http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/data_main
	Accessing DataFerrett
	Data and Documentation Page
	2013 Data Release Information
	Young Adults: Then and Now�A New Edition of Census Explorer
	Young Adults: Then and Now�Census Explorer
	Young Adults: Then and Now�Census Explorer
	Young Adults: Then and Now�Census Explorer
	Young Adults: Then and Now�Census Explorer
	Young Adults: Then and Now�Census Explorer
	Young Adults: Then and Now�Census Explorer
	Young Adults: Then and Now�Census Explorer
	Young Adults: Then and Now�Census Explorer
	Young Adults: Then and Now�Census Explorer
	Young Adults: Then and Now�Census Explorer
	Continue the Conversation
	Questions?
	Slide Number 41
	Questions?
	For Further Information
	Accessing ACS 5-Year Block Group Data in �American FactFinder
	What is a Block Group?
	Access American FactFinder
	Select Geographies - Address
	Geography Results
	Select Geographies - List
	Select Geographies Menu
	Your Selections
	Select Dataset
	Select Topics
	Viewing Tables
	Tables Actions
	Final Questions?
	Continue the Conversation
	For Further Information

