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Toll free number: 888-469-1988  
Participant passcode: 6539517  



Speakers 
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Public Affairs Specialist 
Public Information Office 
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American Community Survey Office 
 
Jennifer Cheeseman Day 
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Social, Economic, and Housing Statistics 
Division 



Webinar Outline 
 Next Week’s Releases 
 ACS Basics 
 Changes for 2013 ACS 1-year Release 
 ACS Website 
 CPS Health Insurance Coverage Estimates   
 Recap 
 Q&A 
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Stay on the line to learn how to access information using  
American FactFinder 



Next Week’s Releases 
ACS CPS 

Sept. 16 National & State Health 
Insurance 
 
(Report & Tables on Health 
Insurance Website) 
 

National Income,  
Poverty & Health 
Insurance 
 
(Reports & Detailed and 
Historical Tables Online) 

Sept. 18 
 

Embargo Begins Sept. 16 
 
Sub-National Income, 
Poverty, Health Insurance  
 
All Geographies 65,000+ 
All Other 2013 ACS Topics 
 
(American FactFinder) 
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ACS Basics: The Survey 

 Ongoing survey that samples about 3.5 million 
addresses per year 

 Designed to produce critical information that was 
previously collected in the decennial census 

 Fully implemented in 2005 

 Collects data on a wide range of demographic, 
social, economic, and housing characteristics 

 Publishes annual estimates for small geographic 
areas and population groups 
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ACS Basics: 1-Year Geography 
 All geographic areas of 65,000+ total population 

including 

• Nation 

• All States, DC, and Puerto Rico 

• All Metropolitan Areas 

• All Congressional Districts (113th Congress) 

• All Counties and Places of 65,000+ 

 Approximately 7,000 geographic areas 
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census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/ 



ACS Basics: 1-Year Data Products 

 Profiles (Social, Economic, Housing, Demographic) 

 Comparison Profiles (2009 to 2013) 

 Selected Population Profiles (Race, Hispanic Origin, 
Ancestry, Place of Birth) 

 Ranking Tables (89) and Geographic Comparison 
Tables (96) 

 Subject Tables (70) 

 Detailed Tables (1,371) 
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ACS Data Collection Changes 
 Beginning in Jan. 2013, added Internet as a new 

data collection mode. 

 
 Eliminated follow up with households with 

incomplete responses.  

 
 The Federal Government shutdown in Oct. 2013 

prevented the ACS from collecting data in Oct., 
resulting in a smaller sample in 2013 than in 2012. 

census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/user_notes/ 
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ACS New Content 
 2013 is the first year for estimates on Computer and 

Internet Use. 
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census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2013_data_product_changes/ 



ACS Veterans Changes  

Question wording 2003 to 2012 Question wording 2013 and later 

 Veterans Status: 

 Period of Military Service: 4 peacetime periods collapsed 
into 2 
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ACS Data Content Changes 

 Income and Wages questions were optimized for 
interviewer-assisted data collection. 

 
 The food stamp question was revised to 

incorporate the program name change, 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 
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census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/user_notes/ 



ACS Noteworthy Data Product Modifications 

 New Detailed Table on Poverty Status was added with 
various age breakdowns (B17020).  

 One Subject Table was modified to include a section on 
Health Insurance Coverage by Type (S2701).  

 Two Detailed Tables were modified to account for the 
new 2012 Industry Code Changes (B24030, B24040).  

 “Azores Island” was added to Detailed Table B05006. 

 126 Collapsed Tables were removed due to redundancy. 
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census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2013_data_product_ changes/ 



ACS Geography Updates 

 The 2013 ACS data release marks the first time 
estimates for the new Metropolitan and 
Micropolitan Statistical Areas (Core Based 
Statistical Areas - CBSAs) are available.  
 

 These boundary changes use the Feb. 2013 CBSA 
definitions, based on 2010 Census results. 
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census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/geography/ 



ACS Topic Reports 

 In addition to the tabulated data products, the 
Census Bureau will also be releasing two ACS 
reports on Sept. 18th: 
 Household Income: 2013 
 Poverty: 2012 and 2013 
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census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2013_acs_briefs/ 



Guidance for ACS Users 
 Compare across geographies and population subgroups using 2013 

ACS 
 
 Compare 2012 ACS and 2013 ACS estimates but use caution when 

comparing 
• Income, Earnings, and Poverty 
• Veterans, Language Use and English-Speaking Ability  
 

 Compare percentages, means, medians, and rates instead of totals 
whenever possible 

 
 Don’t expect ACS estimates to match decennial census counts or 

estimates from other surveys 
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census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/comparing_2013/ 



ACS Website 
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census.gov/acs 



census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2013_release 
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2013 Data Release Information 



Documentation 

census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/documentation_main/ 
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Next Week’s Releases 
ACS CPS 

Sept. 16 National & State Health Insurance  
 
 
(Report & Tables on Health Insurance Website) 
 

National Income,  
Poverty & Health Insurance 
 
(Reports & Detailed and Historical Tables 
Online) 

 

Sept. 18 
 

Embargo Begins Sept. 16 
 
Sub-National Income, 
Poverty, Health 
Insurance  
 
All Geographies 
65,000+ All Other 2013 
ACS Topics 
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ACS 1-year 
estimates will be 
released on 
American 
FactFinder 



Future ACS Releases 
2011-2013 ACS 3-Year Estimates (Areas with population of 20,000+) 
 Thurs., Oct. 23: Public Release 
2009-2013 ACS 5-Year Estimates (All geographic areas) 
 Tues., Dec. 2: Embargo Begins 
 Thurs., Dec. 4: Public Release  

 

Public Use Microdata Files 
Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files contain individual housing unit and 
person records with limited geography to ensure confidentiality 

 2013 1-Year PUMS File: Thurs., Oct. 23 
 2011-2013 3-Year PUMS File: Thurs., Dec. 4 
 2009-2013 5-Year PUMS File: Jan. 22, 2015 
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census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2013_release_schedule/ 



Next Week’s Releases 

ACS CPS 

Sept. 16 National & State 
Health Insurance 
 
(Report & Tables on Health 
Insurance Website) 
 

National Income,  
Poverty & Health 
Insurance 
 
(Reports & Detailed and 
Historical Tables Online) 

Sept. 18 
 

Embargo Begins Sept. 16 
 
Sub-National Income, Poverty, Health 
Insurance  
 
All Geographies 65,000+ All Other 2013 
ACS Topics 
 
(American FactFinder) 
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Current Population Survey Reports  
for Release Sept. 16, 2014 
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…Over a decade of research 

Continuously improving measurement… 

History of Health Insurance Improvement In CPS 

http://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/infogra
phics/PDF/health_insurance_research.pdf 

http://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/infograp
hics/PDF/measuring_health_insurance.pdf 
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Medicaid Undercount in the  
Current Population Survey ASEC: 2000 to 2008 

Medicaid Statistical Information System*
CPS ASEC*

* Adjusted for universe differences  

Medicaid 
administrativ   
data higher 
than CPS  
estimates 

CPS Health Insurance Coverage 
Undercount 

Source: Noon, James, Leticia Fernandez, and Sonya Rastogi. The Medicaid Undercount in the 2007-2009 Current Population Survey. Federal Committee 
on Statistical Methods Research Conference. Washington, D.C., 4-6 November. http://www.copafs.org/UserFiles/file/fcsm/A4_Noon_2013FCSM.pdf 

Compared with 
other national 
surveys and 
administrative 
data, the CPS did 
not capture 
enough health 
insurance 
coverage 
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New This Year for CPS ASEC 

 This year the U.S. Census Bureau implemented a 
redesigned set of questions in the CPS ASEC about 
health insurance coverage. 

 
 CPS ASEC improvements will better measure health 

insurance coverage for calendar year 2013.  
 
 This is prior to the major changes from the 

Affordable Care Act, and thus provides a baseline 
year for accurately measuring future year changes 
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Health Insurance Question Changes 
 in the CPS ASEC 

Redesigned health insurance coverage questions 
Reference period 
 New current coverage question to improve responses to questions 

about health coverage in previous calendar year 
Health insurance coverage types 
 Start with general coverage questions followed by more specific 

questions 
Household-level design 
 Ask who else in household had that plan type 
 Ask about all household members by name to address gaps in 

household coverage 

New questions to measure Marketplace participation 
Added questions on employer-sponsored insurance offers and take-up  
Revised questions on Medical Out-Of-Pocket expenses (MOOP) 
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Differences in Measurement 
Survey Period of 

collection Reference period  Estimate  Benefit/Use 

 

CPS ASEC 

 
February 

March 
April 

 
Previous 

calendar year  
(January through 

December) 

 
Health Insurance:  

Uninsured all 
previous calendar 

year 
 

 
National level -

Measure of 
economic well-

being;  
with detailed 

income 

 
ACS 

 
 Continuous 

 
Health insurance: 
Current coverage 

at date of 
interview 

  

 
Averaged over 12 

months 

 
Detailed 

geography 
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For More Information, See Press Kit for: 
 

Federal Statistics on Health Insurance Coverage:  
Technical Meeting on Methods Used in Household Surveys 

August 18, 2014  

 Go to Newsroom → Press Kits 
 

census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2014/20140818_hi.html 
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September 16, 2014  
Reports Release 

 

 
Income and Poverty in 
the United States: 2013 
 
Same general content as last 

year 
 Characteristics 
 Year-to-year comparisons 

    
 Health Insurance in the 

United States: 2013  
 

Same general content as last 
year, cross-sectional only 
 Characteristics based on CPS 

ASEC  
 American Community Survey 

(ACS) estimates provide trend 
2008-2013  

 ACS state estimates 

 

CPS ASEC Webinar @ 10: 00 am 

Detailed tables online 
CPS public use microdata file  
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Which ACS Health Insurance Statistics Are 
Released on Tuesday, September 16? 

 In report 
 National and state estimates of percentage of people with no health 

insurance coverage 
 Provides national level change between 2012 and 2013 
 Provides state level estimates and change 

 Detailed tables 
      (available on health insurance topic page: http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/) 
 State tables 
 Year to year comparison tables 
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American FactFinder tables embargoed until Thursday, 
September 18th 12:01 am EDT 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/


Detailed Tables Available with 
CPS Release Using ACS Data 

Coverage 
Type of insurance 
 
Age 
Poverty status 
Children 
Race/Hispanic origin 
 
2012 to 2013 
State 

 

Health Insurance Coverage Status and Type of Coverage by 
State and Age for All People: 2013 

Health Insurance Coverage Status by State for All People: 2013 

Number and Percent of Children Under 19 Below 200% of 
Poverty by Health Insurance Coverage and State: 2013 

Number and Percent of People without Coverage by State 

People Without Health Insurance Coverage by Race and 
Hispanic Origin 
Comparison of Uninsured Rates Between States 
Low Income Children by Type of Health Insurance by State 

Low Income Uninsured Children by State 

 (available on health insurance topic page: 
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/ 
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http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/


Next Week’s Releases 
ACS CPS 

Sept. 16 National & State Health 
Insurance 
 
(Report & Tables on Health 
Insurance Website) 
 

National Income,  
Poverty & Health 
Insurance 
 
(Reports & Detailed and 
Historical Tables Online) 

Sept. 18 
 

Embargo Begins Sept. 16 
 
Sub-National Income, 
Poverty, Health Insurance  
 
All Geographies 65,000+ 
All Other 2013 ACS Topics 
 
(American FactFinder) 
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Questions? 
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After Questions:  
Stay for a Quick American FactFinder Demo  

Dial *1 for the Operator  



 Purpose of the ACS Data Users Group (DUG) is to 
improve understanding of the value and utility of ACS 
data and to promote information sharing among data 
users about key ACS data issues and applications 

 Membership is free and open to all interested ACS data 
users 

 Webinars and special sessions at professional meetings 
planned 

 Next data users conference planned for 2015 
 Users group website and online community  
 

acsdatausers.org 
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Questions? 
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After Questions:  
Stay for a Quick American FactFinder Demo  

Dial *1 for the Operator  



For Further Information 
Media   Public Information Office 
   pio@census.gov 
   301-763-3030 
 
General Public  Customer Service Center 
   1-800-923-8282 or 
   301-763-INFO (4636) 
 
Press Kit  Go to www.census.gov  
   Newsroom  Press Kits 

 
**Reminder:  Make sure your embargo password is up-to-date** 
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http://www.census.gov/


Using American FactFinder 
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factfinder2.census.gov 
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Advanced Search Page 



1. Expand Topics 

2. Expand Dataset 

3. Select 2013 ACS   
    1-year estimates 

Selecting 2013 ACS 1-Year Estimates 
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1. Expand Topics 

2. Expand Product  
    Type 
3. Select Product 

Selecting Product Type 
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Selecting Geography 
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1. Expand 
Geographies 

2. Select 
Geographic 
Type 



Select Geography Type 
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Finding Your Geography of Interest 

43 



AFF Search Results 
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1. Results 
Limited to Your 
Selections 

2. View Search 
Results 

3. Click Table 
Title to View 



Comparison Profile 

45 



Ranking Table 

46 



Geographic Comparison Table 
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