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• Median household money income for the nation was $51,000 in 2012, 
not statistically different from 2011, in real terms. 
 

• The 2012 official poverty rate for the nation was 15.0 percent and there 
were 46.5 million people in poverty, not statistically different from last 
year. 

 
• The percentage of people without health insurance coverage 

decreased in 2012 to 15.4 percent from 15.7 percent in 2011. The 
number of uninsured was not statistically different from 2011, at 48.0 
million.  

Highlights 

Note: Income rounded to nearest $100. 
 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 2012 and 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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Note: Income rounded to nearest $100.  
 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 1968 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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(Income in 2012 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars, Rates in percent)

1967 42,934            14.2 1990 50,994            13.5 November 1948 October 1949
1968 44,785            12.8 1991 49,529            14.2 July 1953 May 1954
1969 46,449            12.1   19921 49,122            14.8 August 1957 April 1958
1970 46,089            12.6 1993 48,884            15.1 April 1960 February 1961
1971 45,641            12.5 1994 49,429            14.5 December 1969 November 1970
1972 47,596            11.9 1995 50,978            13.8 November 1973 March 1975
1973 48,557            11.1 1996 51,720            13.7 January 1980 July 1980
1974 47,019            11.2 1997 52,784            13.3 July 1981 November 1982
1975 45,788            12.3 1998 54,702            12.7 July 1990 March 1991
1976 46,548            11.8  19992 56,080            11.9 March 2001 November 2001
1977 46,842            11.6   20002 55,987            11.3 December 2007 June 2009
1978 48,655            11.4 2001 54,766            11.7 Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
1979 48,520            11.7 2002 54,127            12.1                 Cambridge, MA  02138
1980 46,985            13.0 2003 54,079            12.5                 www.nber.org
1981 46,205            14.0   20043 53,891            12.7
1982 46,082            15.0 2005 54,486            12.6
1983 45,760            15.2 2006 54,892            12.3
1984 47,181            14.4 2007 55,627            12.5
1985 48,063            14.0 2008 53,644            13.2
1986 49,764            13.6 2009 53,285            14.3
1987 50,389            13.4   20104 51,892            15.1
1988 50,776            13.0 2011 51,100            15.0
1989 51,681            12.8 2012 51,017            15.0

1Data for 1992 reflect 1990 Census population controls.
2Data for 1999 and 2000 consistent with 2001 data through implementation of Census  
 2000-based population controls and a 28,000 household sample expansion.
3CPS 2005 ASEC file (2004 data) was corrected after the release of the 2004 Income,  
 Poverty and Health Insurance report due to adjustments to the weights.
4Consistent with 2011 data through implementation of Census 2010-based population controls.

Note:  For changes in survey and income data processing methodology, see footnotes
in Appendix Table A-1 of the report Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage
in the United States:  2012 , U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, 
P60-245.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2013 Annual Social
and Economic Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, 
sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see 
<www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.

Year

Real Median Household Income 
and Poverty Rate:  1967 to 2012

Recessions
Peak month YearTrough monthYear

Median 
household 

income

Poverty 
rate

Median 
household 

income

Poverty 
rate

Year



Real Median Household Income by Age of Householder: 
2011 and 2012 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 2012 and 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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Real Median Household Income
by Age of Householder: 2011 and 2012

Characteristic 2011 2012
Percentage 

change* 
(2012 less 2011)

15 to 24 years 31,096 30,604 -1.6%
25 to 34 years 51,835 51,381 -0.9%
35 to 44 years 63,209 63,629 0.7%
45 to 54 years 65,195 66,411 1.9%
55 to 64 years 57,105 58,626 2.7%
65 years and older 33,810 33,848 0.1%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2012 and 2013 Annual Social and Economic
Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.

(Income in 2012 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars)

*An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different 
from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.



Real Median Household Income by Age of Householder: 
1982 and 2012 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 1983 and 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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Real Median Household Income by
Age of Householder: 1982 and 2012

Characteristic 1982 2012
Percent change *
(2012 less 1982)

15 to 24 years 31,563   30,604 -3.0%
25 to 34 years 48,618   51,381 *5.7%
35 to 44 years 60,244   63,629 *5.6%
45 to 54 years 63,933   66,411 *3.9%
55 to 64 years 50,432   58,626 *16.2%
65 years and older 25,224   33,848 *34%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1983 and 2013 Annual Social and Economic
Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.

(Income in 2012 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars)

*An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent 
confidence level.



Real Median Household Income by Race and Hispanic 
Origin of Householder: 1967 to 2012 
Income in thousands (2012 dollars) 

Note: Income rounded to nearest $100. 
 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 1968 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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(Income in 2012 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars) Recessions
Years All races White White, not 

Hispanic
Black Asian Hispanic (any 

race)
Peak month Year Trough month Year

1967 42,934       44,774        (NA) 25,996         (NA) (NA) November 1948 October 1949
1968 44,785       46,630        (NA) 27,497         (NA) (NA) July 1953 May 1954
1969 46,449       48,476        (NA) 29,302         (NA) (NA) August 1957 April 1958
1970 46,089       48,005        (NA) 29,219         (NA) (NA) April 1960 February 1961
1971 45,641       47,739        (NA) 28,199         (NA) (NA) December 1969 November 1970
1972 47,596       49,932        50,644         29,145         (NA) 37,681         November 1973 March 1975
1973 48,557       50,889        51,338         29,955         (NA) 37,619         January 1980 July 1980
1974 47,019       49,173        49,593         29,244         (NA) 37,399         July 1981 November 1982
1975 45,788       47,883        48,244         28,745         (NA) 34,399         July 1990 March 1991
1976 46,548       48,760        49,754         28,994         (NA) 35,111         March 2001 November 2001
1977 46,842       49,258        50,235         29,068         (NA) 36,747         December 2007 June 2009
1978 48,655       50,580        51,533         30,396         (NA) 38,122         Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
1979 48,520       50,872        51,588         29,868         (NA) 38,442                         Cambridge, MA  02138
1980 46,985       49,569        50,447         28,557         (NA) 36,217                         www.nber.org
1981 46,205       48,819        49,524         27,395         (NA) 37,063         
1982 46,082       48,243        49,052         27,342         (NA) 34,675         
1983 45,760       47,988        49,222         27,232         (NA) 34,851         
1984 47,181       49,774        50,807         28,355         (NA) 35,766         
1985 48,063       50,688        51,827         30,157         (NA) 35,541         
1986 49,764       52,319        53,508         30,142         (NA) 36,682         
1987 50,389       53,090        54,549         30,302         62,309       37,386         
1988 50,776       53,678        55,157         30,600         60,179       37,970         
1989 51,681       54,363        55,533         32,331         64,547       39,193         
1990 50,994       53,187        54,403         31,806         65,482       38,029         
1991 49,529       51,902        53,141         30,920         59,925       37,306         
1992 49,122       51,645        53,378         30,072         60,611       36,233         
1993 48,884       51,574        53,472         30,564         60,003       35,810         
1994 49,429       52,132        53,814         32,214         62,020       35,882         
1995 50,978       53,506        55,619         33,500         60,759       34,199         
1996 51,720       54,152        56,521         34,218         63,063       36,293         
1997 52,784       55,590        57,879         35,731         64,543       37,982         
1998 54,702       57,553        59,701         35,663         65,607       39,853         
1999 56,080       58,324        60,849         38,460         70,224       42,368         
2000 55,987       58,555        60,831         39,556         74,343       44,224         
2001 54,766       57,735        60,054         38,220         69,560       43,531         
2002 54,127       57,544        59,859         37,046         67,167       42,250         
2003 54,079       56,967        59,646         37,010         69,536       41,194         

 20042 53,891       56,716        59,454         36,583         69,900       41,659         
2005 54,486       57,106        59,729         36,293         71,855       42,302         
2006 54,892       57,707        59,700         36,406         73,155       43,025         
2007 55,627       57,712        60,818         37,558         73,202       42,833         
2008 53,644       55,786        59,218         36,491         69,996       40,431         
2009 53,285       55,516        58,299         34,880         70,083       40,720         
2010 51,892       54,454        57,351         33,830         67,671       39,629         
2011 51,100       53,304        56,570         32,902         66,489       39,430         
2012 51,017       53,706        57,009         33,321         68,636       39,005         

(NA)  Not available.
1Starting with the 2003 CPS, respondents were allowed to choose more than one race. 
 This table presents the single-race population for 2002 to 2012.  For example White alone
 refers to people who reported White and did not report any other race category.  For 2001
 and earlier years, the CPS allowed respondents to report only one race group. 
2The 2004 data have been revised to reflect a correction to the weights in the 2005 ASEC.

Note:  For changes in survey and data processing methodology, see footnotes in Appendix Table A-1 of the report, Income, Poverty,
and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States:  2012 ,  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, P60-245.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 through 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, 
see www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf .

Real Median Household Income by Race1 and 
Hispanic Origin of Householder:  1967 to 2012



Real Household Income at Selected Percentiles:   
1967 to 2012 

Note: Income rounded to nearest $100. 
 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 1968 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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Real Household Income at Selected Percentiles:  1967 to 2012
(Income in 2012 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars)

Recessions
90th percentile 

limit

November 1948 October 1949
1967 9,797 42,934 90,401 114,203 July 1953 May 1954
1968 10,665 44,785 92,542 114,810 August 1957 April 1958
1969 10,941 46,449 97,655 120,705 April 1960 February 1961
1970 10,691 46,089 98,548 122,294 December 1969 November 1970
1971 10,859 45,641 98,582 122,029 November 1973 March 1975
1972 11,579 47,596 104,056 130,340 January 1980 July 1980
1973 12,125 48,557 107,396 133,725 July 1981 November 1982
1974 12,207 47,019 104,683 128,497 July 1990 March 1991
1975 11,874 45,788 101,276 124,671 March 2001 November 2001
1976 11,940 46,548 103,839 128,422 December 2007 June 2009
1977 12,087 46,842 105,647 131,153
1978 12,335 48,655 109,816 135,833 Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
1979 12,100 48,520 110,648 138,122                 Cambridge, MA  02138
1980 11,939 46,985 108,517 134,405                 www.nber.org
1981 11,773 46,205 108,536 133,717
1982 11,562 46,082 109,665 137,270
1983 11,518 45,760 110,680 139,131
1984 11,991 47,181 114,568 144,184
1985 12,000 48,063 116,317 146,528
1986 11,957 49,764 120,628 154,121
1987 12,059 50,389 123,364 156,473
1988 12,242 50,776 124,958 159,722
1989 12,873 51,681 128,647 164,041
1990 12,466 50,994 126,195 161,359
1991 12,202 49,529 124,757 158,489

 19921 12,026 49,122 124,346 158,771
1993 12,027 48,884 127,903 163,732
1994 12,299 49,429 130,043 168,249
1995 12,979 50,978 131,198 169,049
1996 12,984 51,720 134,137 174,196
1997 13,144 52,784 139,305 180,510
1998 13,646 54,702 142,505 185,972
1999 14,257 56,080 148,520 195,678
2000 14,109 55,987 149,333 193,627
2001 13,859 54,766 147,367 195,186
2002 13,554 54,127 145,642 191,448
2003 13,153 54,079 147,564 192,407

 20042 13,257 53,891 146,921 191,030
2005 13,276 54,486 148,300 195,240
2006 13,666 54,892 151,461 198,166
2007 13,468 55,627 150,605 196,008
2008 12,969 53,644 147,485 191,954
2009 12,974 53,285 147,332 192,687
2010 12,491 51,892 146,145 190,067
2011 12,251 51,100 146,611 189,886
2012 12,236 51,017 146,000 191,156

1Change in data collection methodology suggests pre-1993 and post-1992 estimates
 are not comparable.  (See Current Population Reports, "The Changing Shape of the
 Nation's Income Distribution:  1947-1998," P60-204, for more details.)
2The 2004 data have been revised to reflect a correction to the weights in the 2005 ASEC.

Note:  For changes in survey and data processing methodology, see footnotes in Appendix Table A-2 of the report, Income, Poverty,
and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States:  2012, U. S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, P60-243.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 through 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, 
see www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf .

YearTrough monthYearPeak monthYear
95th percentile 
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50th
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US Dollars x 100,000
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$176,000 
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$445,000 

 
Distribution of 
Family Size-

Adjusted Income 
2012 

Note:  To adjust your income by family size relative to a 4-person family, use the following factors:  
 Single person, multiply income by 2.2 
 Married-couple, multiply income by 1.5 
 Married-couple with one child, multiply income by 1.4 
 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement. 



Average Annual Change in Family Size-Adjusted Mean 
Income by Quintile 

Note:  Change in data collection methodology in 1993. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 1970 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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1969 to 2012

Average Annual 
Percent Change

Lowest 
quintile

Second 
quintile

Third 
quintile

Fourth 
quintile

Highest 
quintile

1969-1979 0.7 1.3 1.6 1.8 1.8
1979-1989 -0.4 0.3 0.8 1.2 2.2
1989-1999 0.6 0.7 0.8 1.2 2.2
1999-2007 -0.5 -0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2
2007-2012 -3.3 -2.2 -1.6 -1.0 -0.5

*Statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2012 and 2013 Annual Social and Economic
Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.

Average Annual Change in Family Size-
Adjusted Mean Income by Quintile:
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Recessions

1967 53,222          34,391             36,645            14,846                 November 1948 October 1949
1968 54,026          35,695             37,068            15,013                 July 1953 May 1954
1969 55,273          37,737             37,008            15,374                 August 1957 April 1958
1970 55,821          38,273             36,132            15,476                 April 1960 February 1961
1971 56,886          38,485             36,819            16,002                 December 1969 November 1970
1972 57,774          39,470             38,184            16,675                 November 1973 March 1975
1973 59,438          41,583             39,581            17,195                 January 1980 July 1980
1974 59,866          42,854             37,916            16,945                 July 1981 November 1982
1975 59,268          42,926             37,267            17,452                 July 1990 March 1991
1976 60,450          44,565             38,184            18,073                 March 2001 November 2001
1977 61,704          46,194             39,263            19,238                 December 2007 June 2009
1978 62,903          48,398             41,036            20,914                 Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
1979 64,648          50,897             42,437            22,082                               Cambridge, MA  02138
1980 64,730          51,448             41,881            22,859                               www.nber.org
1981 65,233          51,940             41,773            23,329                 
1982 64,730          51,820             40,105            23,702                 
1983 65,138          53,108             41,528            25,166                 
1984 66,454          55,226             43,808            26,466                 
1985 67,809          56,296             44,943            27,383                 
1986 68,728          57,686             45,912            28,420                 
1987 69,545          59,359             47,013            29,912                 
1988 70,467          60,658             48,285            31,237                 
1989 72,045          61,338             49,678            31,340                 
1990 72,348          61,732             49,171            31,682                 
1991 72,040          61,796             47,888            32,436                 
1992 73,120          62,408             48,551            33,241                 
1993 73,198          63,660             49,818            33,524                 
1994 74,264          64,706             51,580            34,155                 
1995 74,619          65,557             52,667            35,482                 
1996 76,121          66,661             53,787            36,430                 
1997 76,694          67,736             54,909            37,683                 
1998 77,295          68,846             56,951            38,785                 
1999 79,322          71,053             58,299            40,871                 
2000 80,494          71,657             59,602            41,719                 
2001 80,209          71,232             58,712            41,639                 
2002 80,500          71,411             58,761            41,876                 
2003 80,508          71,372             58,772            41,908                 

 20041 81,448          71,930             60,088            42,380                 
2005 82,934          72,476             61,500            43,351                 
2006 83,928          73,683             63,055            44,663                 
2007 84,482          74,295             62,984            45,613                 
2008 84,039          74,538             59,861            44,156                 
2009 81,934          72,972             56,053            43,217                 
2010 80,856          72,716             56,283            43,179                 
2011 81,366          73,094             57,993            43,683                 
2012 83,003          74,188             59,009            44,042                 

1The 2004 data have been revised to reflect a correction to the weights in the 2005 ASEC.

Note:  For changes in survey and data processing methodology, see footnotes in Appendix Table A-4 of the report, Income, Poverty,

and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States:  2012 ,  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, P60-245.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 through 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, 
see www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf .

YearTrough monthYearPeak month

Number of Total and Full-Time, Year-Round 
Workers With Earnings by Sex:  1967 to 2012

Years
Total Workers Full-Time, Year-Round Workers

 Males  Females  Males  Females 

(Numbers in thousands. People 15 years and older beginning in 1980, and people 
14 years and older as of  the following year for previous years.  Before 1989 civilian 
workers only.)
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 1961 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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(Earnings in 2012 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars)

Recessions

November 1948 October 1949

July 1953 May 1954

August 1957 April 1958
April 1960 February 1961

1960 (NA) 36,420 (NA) 22,098 0.607 December 1969 November 1970

1961 (NA) 37,582 (NA) 22,267 0.592 November 1973 March 1975

1962 (NA) 38,269 (NA) 22,693 0.593 January 1980 July 1980

1963 (NA) 39,231 (NA) 23,125 0.589 July 1981 November 1982

1964 (NA) 40,147 (NA) 23,746 0.591 July 1990 March 1991

1965 (NA) 40,719 (NA) 24,401 0.599 March 2001 November 2001
1966 (NA) 42,497 (NA) 24,459 0.576 December 2007 June 2009

1967 36,645 43,169 14,846 24,944 0.578 Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
1968 37,068 44,328 15,013 25,779 0.582                   Cambridge, MA  02138
1969 37,008 46,815 15,374 27,557 0.589                   www.nber.org
1970 36,132 47,314 15,476 28,089 0.594

1971 36,819 47,516 16,002 28,275 0.595
1972 38,184 50,074 16,675 28,974 0.579
1973 39,581 51,670 17,195 29,262 0.566
1974 37,916 49,816 16,945 29,269 0.588
1975 37,267 49,505 17,452 29,118 0.588
1976 38,184 49,369 18,073 29,717 0.602
1977 39,263 50,480 19,238 29,744 0.589
1978 41,036 50,806 20,914 30,199 0.594
1979 42,437 50,150 22,082 29,921 0.597
1980 41,881 49,378 22,859 29,706 0.602
1981 41,773 49,078 23,329 29,071 0.592
1982 40,105 48,152 23,702 29,731 0.617
1983 41,528 47,942 25,166 30,488 0.636
1984 43,808 48,871 26,466 31,110 0.637
1985 44,943 49,237 27,383 31,795 0.646
1986 45,912 50,482 28,420 32,445 0.643
1987 47,013 50,166 29,912 32,697 0.652
1988 48,285 49,715 31,237 32,836 0.660
1989 49,678 48,865 31,340 33,557 0.687
1990 49,171 47,136 31,682 33,757 0.716
1991 47,888 48,370 32,436 33,791 0.699
1992 48,551 48,419 33,241 34,273 0.708
1993 49,818 47,579 33,524 34,028 0.715
1994 51,580 47,269 34,155 34,019 0.720
1995 52,667           47,118         35,482             33,656             0.714
1996 53,787           46,841         36,430             34,551             0.738
1997 54,909           48,032         37,683             35,621             0.742
1998 56,951           49,722         38,785             36,382             0.732
1999 58,299           50,147         40,871             36,264             0.723
2000 59,602           49,669         41,719             36,616             0.737
2001 58,712           49,640         41,639             37,890             0.763
2002 58,761           50,323         41,876             38,548             0.766
2003 58,772           50,771         41,908             38,357             0.755

  20041 60,088           49,591         42,380             37,975             0.766
2005 61,500           48,676         43,351             37,470             0.770
2006 63,055           48,127         44,663             37,028             0.769
2007 62,984           49,958         45,613             38,872             0.778
2008 59,861           49,446         44,156             38,119             0.771
2009            56,053          50,448 43,217                          38,835 0.770
2010 56,283           50,497         43,179             38,846             0.769
2011 57,993           49,209         43,683             37,894             0.770
2012 59,009           49,398         44,042             37,791             0.765              

(NA)  Not available.
1The 2004 data have been revised to reflect a correction to the weights in the 2005 ASEC.

Note:  For changes in survey and data processing methodology, see footnotes in Appendix Table A-4 of the report, Income, Poverty,
and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States:  2012   U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, P60-245.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1961 through 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, 
see www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf .

Real Median Earnings and Women’s-to-Men’s 
Earnings Ratio: 1960 to 2012
(Full-time, year-round workers)

Year

Men Women

Women's-to-
Men's 

earnings ratio

Peak month Year Trough month Year

Number with 
earnings 

(thousands)

Median 
earnings 
(dollars)

Number with 
earnings 

(thousands)

Median earnings 
(dollars)
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Real Median Earnings of Full-Time, Year-Round 
Workers by Age: 2012 

0.88 

0.81 

0.74 

Note: F/M (female-to-male earnings ratio) displayed 
above bars.  
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 
 



Real Median Earnings of Full-Time,
Year-Round Workers by Age: 2012

Characteristic Males Females
Female-To-Male 
Earnings Ratio

15 to 24 years 24,948   21,883 0.88
25 to 44 year 46,751   37,823 0.81
45 to 64 years 55,893   41,100 0.74

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.

(Earnings in 2012 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2013 Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement.
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1959 39.5 22.4 1986 32.4 13.6 November 1948 October 1949
1960 39.9 22.2 1987 32.2 13.4 July 1953 May 1954
1961 39.6 21.9 1988 31.7 13.0 August 1957 April 1958
1962 38.6 21.0 1989 31.5 12.8 April 1960 February 1961
1963 36.4 19.5 1990 33.6 13.5 December 1969 November 1970
1964 36.1 19.0 1991 35.7 14.2 November 1973 March 1975
1965 33.2 17.3      19921 38.0 14.8 January 1980 July 1980
1966 28.5 14.7 1993 39.3 15.1 July 1981 November 1982
1967 27.8 14.2 1994 38.1 14.5 July 1990 March 1991
1968 25.4 12.8 1995 36.4 13.8 March 2001 November 2001
1969 24.1 12.1 1996 36.5 13.7 December 2007 June 2009
1970 25.4 12.6 1997 35.6 13.3 Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
1971 25.6 12.5 1998 34.5 12.7                Cambridge, MA  02138
1972 24.5 11.9 19992 32.8 11.9                <www.nber.gov>
1973 23.0 11.1      20002 31.6 11.3
1974 23.4 11.2 2001 32.9 11.7
1975 25.9 12.3 2002 34.6 12.1
1976 25.0 11.8 2003 35.9 12.5
1977 24.7 11.6      20043 37.0 12.7

1978 24.5 11.4 2005 37.0 12.6
1979 26.1 11.7 2006 36.5 12.3

1980 29.3 13.0 2007 37.3 12.5 11,720
1981 31.8 14.0 2008 39.8 13.2 11,945
1982 34.4 15.0 2009 43.6 14.3 11,011
1983 35.3 15.2      20104 46.2 15.1
1984 33.7 14.4 2011 46.2 15.0 14,937
1985 33.1 14.0 2012 46.5 15.0 15,450

13,892
1Poverty data for 1992 reflect 1990 Census population controls.
2Poverty data for 1999 and 2000 consistent with 2001 data through implementation of Census  18,284
 2000-based population controls and a 28,000 household sample expansion. 23,492
3CPS 2005 ASEC file (2004 data) was corrected after the release of the 2004 Income,  27,827
 Poverty and Health Insurance report due to adjustments to the weights. 31,471
4Consistent with 2011 data through implementation of Census 2010-based population controls. 35,743

39,688
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2013 Annual Social 47,297

and Economic Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, 
sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see 
<www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.

Four people
Three people

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2013 
Annual Economic Supplement.
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Poverty Rates by Race and Hispanic  
Origin: 1959 to 2012 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 1960 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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Poverty Rates by Race1 and Hispanic Origin:  1959 to 2012
(Percent) Recessions

1959 22.4 (NA) (NA) (NA) 55.1 (NA) (NA) (NA) November 1948 October 1949
1960 22.2 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) July 1953 May 1954
1961 21.9 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) August 1957 April 1958
1962 21.0 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) April 1960 February 1961
1963 19.5 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) December 1969 November 1970
1964 19.0 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) November 1973 March 1975
1965 17.3 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) January 1980 July 1980
1966 14.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) 41.8 (NA) (NA) (NA) July 1981 November 1982
1967 14.2 (NA) (NA) (NA) 39.3 (NA) (NA) (NA) July 1990 March 1991
1968 12.8 (NA) (NA) (NA) 34.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) March 2001 November 2001
1969 12.1 (NA) (NA) (NA) 32.2 (NA) (NA) (NA) December 2007 June 2009
1970 12.6 (NA) (NA) (NA) 33.5 (NA) (NA) (NA) Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
1971 12.5 (NA) (NA) (NA) 32.5 (NA) (NA) (NA)               Cambridge, MA  02138
1972 11.9 (NA) (NA) (NA) 33.3 (NA) (NA) 22.8               <www.nber.org>
1973 11.1 (NA) 7.5 (NA) 31.4 (NA) (NA) 21.9
1974 11.2 (NA) 7.7 (NA) 30.3 (NA) (NA) 23.0
1975 12.3 (NA) 8.6 (NA) 31.3 (NA) (NA) 26.9
1976 11.8 (NA) 8.1 (NA) 31.1 (NA) (NA) 24.7
1977 11.6 (NA) 8.0 (NA) 31.3 (NA) (NA) 22.4
1978 11.4 (NA) 7.9 (NA) 30.6 (NA) (NA) 21.6
1979 11.7 (NA) 8.1 (NA) 31.0 (NA) (NA) 21.8
1980 13.0 (NA) 9.1 (NA) 32.5 (NA) (NA) 25.7
1981 14.0 (NA) 9.9 (NA) 34.2 (NA) (NA) 26.5
1982 15.0 (NA) 10.6 (NA) 35.6 (NA) (NA) 29.9
1983 15.2 (NA) 10.8 (NA) 35.7 (NA) (NA) 28.0
1984 14.4 (NA) 10.0 (NA) 33.8 (NA) (NA) 28.4
1985 14.0 (NA) 9.7 (NA) 31.3 (NA) (NA) 29.0
1986 13.6 (NA) 9.4 (NA) 31.1 (NA) (NA) 27.3
1987 13.4 (NA) 8.7 (NA) 32.4 (NA) 16.1 28.0
1988 13.0 (NA) 8.4 (NA) 31.3 (NA) 17.3 26.7
1989 12.8 (NA) 8.3 (NA) 30.7 (NA) 14.1 26.2
1990 13.5 (NA) 8.8 (NA) 31.9 (NA) 12.2 28.1
1991 14.2 (NA) 9.4 (NA) 32.7 (NA) 13.8 28.7
1992 14.8 (NA) 9.6 (NA) 33.4 (NA) 12.7 29.6
1993 15.1 (NA) 9.9 (NA) 33.1 (NA) 15.3 30.6
1994 14.5 (NA) 9.4 (NA) 30.6 (NA) 14.6 30.7
1995 13.8 (NA) 8.5 (NA) 29.3 (NA) 14.6 30.3
1996 13.7 (NA) 8.6 (NA) 28.4 (NA) 14.5 29.4
1997 13.3 (NA) 8.6 (NA) 26.5 (NA) 14.0 27.1
1998 12.7 (NA) 8.2 (NA) 26.1 (NA) 12.5 25.6

 19992 11.9 (NA) 7.7 (NA) 23.6 (NA) 10.7 22.7
 20003 11.3 (NA) 7.4 (NA) 22.5 (NA) 9.9 21.5
2001 11.7 (NA) 7.8 (NA) 22.7 (NA) 10.2 21.4
2002 12.1 8.0 (NA) 24.1 (NA) 10.1 (NA) 21.8
2003 12.5 8.2 (NA) 24.4 (NA) 11.8 (NA) 22.5

 20044 12.7 8.7 (NA) 24.7 (NA) 9.8 (NA) 21.9
2005 12.6 8.3 (NA) 24.9 (NA) 11.1 (NA) 21.8
2006 12.3 8.2 (NA) 24.3 (NA) 10.3 (NA) 20.6
2007 12.5 8.2 (NA) 24.5 (NA) 10.2 (NA) 21.5
2008 13.2 8.6 (NA) 24.7 (NA) 11.8 (NA) 23.2
2009 14.3 9.4 (NA) 25.8 (NA) 12.5 (NA) 25.3

 20105 15.1 9.9 (NA) 27.4 (NA) 12.2 (NA) 26.5

2011 15.0 9.8 (NA) 27.6 (NA) 12.3 (NA) 25.3

2012 15.0 9.7 (NA) 27.2 (NA) 11.7 (NA) 25.6

(NA)  Not available.

 population for 2002 to 2006.  For example White alone refers to people who reported White and did not report any other
 race category.  For 2001 and earlier years, the CPS allowed respondents to report only one race group. 
2Consistent with 2001 data through implementation of Census 2000-based population controls.
3Consistent with 2001 data through implementation of Census 2000-based population controls and a 28,000 household sample expansion.
4CPS 2005 ASEC file (2004 data) was corrected after the release of the 2004 Income, Poverty and Health 

  Insurance report due to adjustments to the weights.
5Consistent with 2011 data through implementation of Census 2010-based population controls.

Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling
error, and definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.

1Starting with the 2003 CPS, respondents were allowed to choose more than one race.  This table presents the single-race 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 

YearYearBlackYear Trough monthPeak monthWhite, not 
Hispanic

White alone, 
not Hispanic

All races Black alone Asian alone
Asian and 

Pacific 
Islander

Hispanic (of 
any race)



Poverty Rates by Age: 1959 to 2012 

Note: Data for people aged 18 to 64 and 65 and older are not 
available from 1960 to 1965. 
 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
1960 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements. 
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Poverty Rates by Age: 1959 to 2012
(Percent)

1959 27.3 17.0 35.2 1986 20.5 10.8 12.4 November 1948 October 1949
1960 26.9 (NA) (NA) 1987 20.3 10.6 12.5 July 1953 May 1954
1961 25.6 (NA) (NA) 1988 19.5 10.5 12.0 August 1957 April 1958
1962 25.0 (NA) (NA) 1989 19.6 10.2 11.4 April 1960 February 1961
1963 23.1 (NA) (NA) 1990 20.6 10.7 12.2 December 1969 November 1970
1964 23.0 (NA) (NA) 1991 21.8 11.4 12.4 November 1973 March 1975
1965 21.0 (NA) (NA) 1992 22.3 11.9 12.9 January 1980 July 1980
1966 17.6 10.5 28.5 1993 22.7 12.4 12.2 July 1981 November 1982
1967 16.6 10.0 29.5 1994 21.8 11.9 11.7 July 1990 March 1991
1968 15.6 9.0 25.0 1995 20.8 11.4 10.5 March 2001 November 2001
1969 14.0 8.7 25.3 1996 20.5 11.4 10.8 December 2007 June 2009

1970 15.1 9.0 24.6 1997 19.9 10.9 10.5 Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
1971 15.3 9.3 21.6 1998 18.9 10.5 10.5                   Cambridge, MA  02138
1972 15.1 8.8 18.6        19991 17.1 10.1 9.7                   <www.nber.org>
1973 14.4 8.3 16.3        20002 16.2 9.6 9.9
1974 15.4 8.3 14.6 2001 16.3 10.1 10.1
1975 17.1 9.2 15.3 2002 16.7 10.6 10.4
1976 16.0 9.0 15.0 2003 17.6 10.8 10.2
1977 16.2 8.8 14.1        20043 17.8 11.3 9.8
1978 15.9 8.7 14.0 2005 17.6 11.1 10.1
1979 16.4 8.9 15.2 2006 17.4 10.8 9.4
1980 18.3 10.1 15.7 2007 18.0 10.9 9.7
1981 20.0 11.1 15.3 2008 19.0 11.7 9.7
1982 21.9 12.0 14.6 2009 20.7 12.9 8.9
1983 22.3 12.4 13.8        20104 22.0 13.8 8.9
1984 21.5 11.7 12.4 2011 21.9 13.7 8.7
1985 20.7 11.3 12.6 2012 21.8 13.7 9.1

NA  Not available.
1Consistent with 2001 data through implementation of Census 2000-based population controls.
2Consistent with 2001 data through implementation of Census 2000-based population controls and a 

 28,000 household sample expansion.
3CPS 2005 ASEC file (2004 data) was corrected after the release of the 2004 Income, Poverty 
 and Health Insurance report due to adjustments to the weights.
4Consistent with 2011 data through implementation of Census 2010-based population controls.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling
error, and definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.

Recessions
YearTrough monthYearPeak monthYearYear 65 years 

and over
18 to 64 

years

Under 18 
years of 

age

65 years 
and over
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years

Under 18 
years of 

age



Poverty Rates for Working Age Adults: 1966 to 2012 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 1967 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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Poverty Rates for Working Age Adults: 1966 to 2012
(Percent)

1966 11.3 9.9 9.2 10.7 1990 15.9 12.1 8.5 8.6 November 1948 October 1949
1967 11.6 8.5 8.1 9.9 1991 16.9 13.1 9.1 8.9 July 1953 May 1954
1968 10.4 8.3 8.1 9.4 1992 18.1 13.5 10.0 8.9 August 1957 April 1958
1969 10.1 7.6 7.6 9.0 1993 19.1 13.8 10.6 9.4 April 1960 February 1961
1970 10.7 8.2 8.0 9.0 1994 18.0 13.2 10.6 9.0 December 1969 November 1970
1971 11.8 8.2 8.1 9.1 1995 18.3 12.7 9.4 8.8 November 1973 March 1975
1972 11.1 7.9 7.8 8.6 1996 17.9 12.7 9.9 8.7 January 1980 July 1980
1973 10.4 7.0 7.3 8.0 1997 17.5 12.1 9.6 8.3 July 1981 November 1982
1974 10.3 7.7 7.3 8.0 1998 16.6 11.9 9.1 8.0 July 1990 March 1991
1975 12.2 8.0 8.6 8.6      19991 17.6 10.6 8.4 7.8 March 2001 November 2001
1976 11.9 8.2 8.2 8.3      20002 15.1 10.5 8.2 7.7 December 2007 June 2009

1977 11.5 8.2 7.8 8.2 2001 16.3 11.0 8.6 8.0 Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
1978 11.4 8.2 7.6 8.1 2002 16.5 11.9 9.3 8.2                   Cambridge, MA  02138
1979 11.6 8.3 7.5 8.4 2003 16.5 12.8 9.6 8.1                   <www.nber.org>
1980 13.1 10.2 9.1 8.6      20043 18.2 12.5 9.9 8.7
1981 14.8 11.2 9.8 9.3 2005 18.2 12.6 9.7 8.4
1982 15.7 12.3 11.1 10.0 2006 17.8 12.3 9.5 8.2
1983 17.3 13.0 10.6 10.0 2007 17.3 12.3 9.4 8.5
1984 16.6 11.9 9.8 9.9 2008 18.4 13.2 10.4 9.1
1985 16.5 11.3 9.7 9.5 2009 20.7 14.9 11.8 9.7
1986 15.6 11.4 8.8 9.1      20104 22.2 15.4 12.7 10.4
1987 15.1 11.1 9.0 8.8 2011 20.6 15.9 12.2 10.8
1988 15.6 11.2 8.2 8.8 2012 20.4 15.9 12.4 10.7
1989 15.2 11.1 8.1 8.4

NA  Not available.
1Consistent with 2001 data through implementation of Census 2000-based population controls.
2Consistent with 2001 data through implementation of Census 2000-based population controls and a  28,000 household sample expansion.
3CPS 2005 ASEC file (2004 data) was corrected after the release of the 2004 Income, Poverty and Health Insurance report due to adjustments to the weights.
4Consistent with 2011 data through implementation of Census 2010-based population controls.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1967 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, 
nonsampling error, and definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.
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People With Income Below Specified Ratio of Their 
Poverty Thresholds:  1967 to 2012 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 1968 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 

19 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1967 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2012

18.2%          At or above 400% of poverty threshold                   35.7%  

40.6%            200% to 400% of poverty threshold                      30.0% 

26.9%            100% to 200% of poverty threshold                      19.3% 

  9.8%                50% to 100% of poverty threshold                      8.4% 
  4.4%                 Below 50% of poverty threshold                        6.6% 

Percent of all people 



(Percent of all people)

Year Below 50%
Between 

50% to 
100%

Between 
100% to 

200%

Between 
200% to 

400%

400% and 
above

1967 4.4 9.8 26.9 40.6 18.2
1968 3.8 9.0 25.4 41.9 19.9
1969 3.5 8.6 23.7 41.9 22.3
1970 4.0 8.6 24.1 41.6 21.7
1971 3.8 8.7 24.0 41.1 22.4
1972 3.6 8.3 21.5 40.7 25.9
1973 3.2 7.8 20.5 40.7 27.8
1974 3.4 7.8 21.4 41.0 26.4
1975 3.7 8.6 22.4 40.5 24.9
1976 3.3 8.5 21.8 39.9 26.5
1977 3.5 8.1 21.2 39.2 28.1
1978 3.6 7.8 19.7 39.4 29.6
1979 3.8 7.9 19.6 39.0 29.6
1980 4.4 8.4 20.7 38.7 27.3
1981 4.9 8.9 21.5 37.8 26.4
1982 5.6 9.2 21.2 37.1 26.2
1983 5.9 9.1 20.6 36.3 27.5
1984 5.5 8.8 20.1 36.0 29.2
1985 5.2 8.5 19.8 35.9 30.1
1986 5.3 8.1 18.8 35.0 32.3
1987 5.2 8.2 18.3 35.1 33.3
1988 5.2 7.8 18.7 34.3 33.9
1989 4.9 7.9 18.5 34.6 34.0
1990 5.2 8.3 18.8 35.1 32.6
1991 5.6 8.6 19.3 34.6 31.9
1992 6.1 8.8 19.6 34.0 31.5
1993 6.2 9.0 20.1 33.3 31.5
1994 5.9 8.7 19.8 33.3 32.3
1995 5.3 8.5 19.8 33.8 32.6
1996 5.4 8.3 19.7 33.1 33.4
1997 5.4 7.8 18.9 33.2 34.6
1998 5.1 7.6 18.0 32.5 36.7
19991 4.7 7.2 18.4 31.8 37.9

20002 4.5 6.8 18.0 32.7 38.0
2001 4.8 6.9 18.5 32.1 37.7
2002 4.9 7.2 18.4 31.8 37.7
2003 5.3 7.2 18.6 31.1 37.8
20043 5.4 7.3 18.5 31.6 37.1
2005 5.4 7.2 18.4 31.5 37.5
2006 5.2 7.1 18.2 31.2 38.3
2007 5.2 7.3 18.0 31.0 38.5
2008 5.7 7.6 18.7 31.2 36.9
2009 6.3 8.1 18.7 30.7 36.2

  20104 6.7 8.4 18.9 30.2 35.8
2011 6.6 8.4 19.4 30.5 35.1
2012 6.6 8.4 19.3 30.0 35.7

1Consistent with 2001 data through implementation of Census 2000-based population controls.
2Consistent with 2001 data through implementation of Census 2000-based population controls and a 
 28,000 household sample expansion.
3CPS 2005 ASEC file (2004 data) was corrected after the release of the 2004 Income, Poverty 
 and Health Insurance report due to adjustments to the weights.
4Consistent with 2011 data through implementation of Census 2010-based population controls.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic
Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.

People with Income Below Specified 
Ratio of Their Poverty Thresholds:  

1967 to 2012



Supplemental Poverty 
Measure (SPM) 

Observations from the Interagency 
Technical Working Group  - March 2, 
2010 

•Will not replace the official poverty 
measure 
•Will not be used for resource 
allocation or program eligibility 
•Census Bureau and BLS 
responsible for improving and 
updating the measure 
•Continued research and 
improvement 
•Based on NAS panel 1995 
recommendations 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2012 
Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 
http://www.census.gov/hhes/povmeas/methodology/supplemental/
research/ Short_ResearchSPM2011.pdf 
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Comparison of SPM and Official Poverty Estimates: 
2011 

*Includes unrelated individuals under age 15. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 2012 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement. 
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Percent

Characteristic Official* SPM

All People 15.1% 16.1%
Under 18 years 22.3% 18.1%
18 to 64 years 13.7% 15.5%
65 years and older 8.7% 15.1%

*Includes unrelated individuals under age 15.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2012 Annual Social and Economic
Supplement.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.

Comparison of SPM and Official Poverty 
Estimates: 2011



Difference in SPM Rate After Including Each Element: 
2011  

-8.3 
-2.9 

-1.6 
-1.1 
-1.1 
-0.9 

-0.4 
-0.3 
-0.3 
-0.1 
-0.1 

0.1 
0.5 

1.3 
1.7 

3.4 

Social Security 

Refundable tax credits 

SNAP 

SSI 

Housing subsidies 

Child support received 

School lunch 

TANF 

WIC 

LIHEAP 

Child support paid 

Federal income tax 

FICA 

Work expense 

Medical Out of Pocket 

Percentage point change in SPM rate after including each element 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2012 Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 
http://www.census.gov/hhes/povmeas/methodology/supple
mental/research/ Short_ResearchSPM2011.pdf 
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Unemployment Insurance 



Program
Percentage 

Point Change
Social Security -8.3
Refundable tax credits -2.9
SNAP -1.6
Unemployment insurance -1.1
SSI -1.1
Housing subsidies -0.9
Child support received -0.4
School lunch -0.3
TANF -0.3
WIC -0.1
LIHEAP -0.1
Child support paid 0.1
Federal income tax 0.5
FICA 1.3
Work expense 1.7
Medical Out of Pocket 3.4

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2012 Annual Social and Economic
Supplement.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>.

Difference in SPM Rate After Including 
Each Element: 2011
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Number of uninsured 31.0  
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12.9% 
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Note: The data for 1999 reflect the results of follow-up 
verification questions, creating a break in the historical 
series. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
1988 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.. 



Recessions

1987 31.0 12.9 November 1948 October 1949
1988 32.7 13.4 July 1953 May 1954
1989 33.4 13.6 August 1957 April 1958
1990 34.7 13.9 April 1960 February 1961
1991 35.4 14.1 December 1969 November 1970
1992 38.6 15.0 November 1973 March 1975
1993 39.7 15.3 January 1980 July 1980
1994 39.7 15.2 July 1981 November 1982
1995 40.6 15.4 July 1990 March 1991

 19961 41.1 15.4 March 2001 November 2001
1997 42.4 15.7 December 2007 June 2009
1998 42.9 15.8 Source: National Bureau of Economic
1999 41.0 15.0                  Research, 1050 Massachusetts Avenue,

    19992,3 37.7 13.6                  Cambridge, MA 02138
2000 36.6 13.1                 <www.nber.org>.
2001 38.0 13.5
2002 39.8 13.9
2003 41.9 14.6
2004 41.8 14.3
2005 43.0 14.6
2006 45.2 15.2
2007 44.1 14.7
2008 44.8 14.9
2009 49.0 16.1
20104 50.0 16.3
2011 48.6 15.7
2012 48.0 15.4

1The series starting in 1996 reflects an approximation of the impact of an editing error that was
 corrected in the 2005 ASEC (estimates of 2004 coverage). 
2Implementation of Census 2000-based population controls occurred for the 
  2000 ASEC, which collected data for 1999.  These estimates also reflect the results of
  follow-up verification questions which were asked of people who responded "no" to all 
  questions about specific types of health insurance coverage in order to verify whether

  they were actually uninsured.  This change increased the number and percentage of
  people covered by health insurance, bringing the CPS more in line with estimates from 
  other national surveys. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years.
3The data for 1999 through 2009 were revised to reflect the results of enhancements to the editing process.

Note:  Respondents were not asked detailed health insurance questions before the 
1988 Current Population Survey.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1988 to 2013 Annual Social and 
Economic Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error,
nonsampling error, and definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>. 

4Implementation of 2010  Census-based population controls.

Year Trough month Year

Uninsured Rate and Number of 
Uninsured: 1987 to 2012
(Numbers in millions, Rates in percent)

Year
Number of 

Uninsured (All 
People)

Uninsured 
Rate (All 
People)

Peak month



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 2000 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements.

Uninsured Rates by Age: 1999 to 2012
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Uninsured Rates by Age:
1999 to 2012
(Percent)

   19991,2 12.2 27.7 20.4 14.8 11.5 1.1
2000 11.1 26.9 20.0 14.5 11.3 1.0
2001 11.0 27.0 21.4 15.2 11.8 1.1
2002 10.6 28.2 22.5 16.7 12.0 1.1 November 1948 October 1949
2003 10.8 29.5 24.4 17.6 12.6 1.2 July 1953 May 1954
2004 10.3 29.9 23.4 17.7 12.5 1.3 August 1957 April 1958
2005 10.6 30.0 24.1 17.7 13.2 1.2 April 1960 February 1961
2006 11.6 29.9 25.3 18.2 13.6 1.5 December 1969 November 1970
2007 10.9 29.1 24.2 17.8 13.5 1.8 November 1973 March 1975
2008 9.9 29.3 25.1 18.9 14.0 1.7 January 1980 July 1980
2009 10.2 31.4 27.6 21.0 15.6 1.7 July 1981 November 1982
20103 10.1 29.8 28.0 21.9 16.4 2.0 July 1990 March 1991
2011 9.7 27.7 27.5 21.0 16.3 1.7 March 2001 November 2001
2012 9.2 27.2 27.2 21.1 16.2 1.5 December 2007 June 2009

Source:  National Bureau of Economic 
              Research, 1050 Massachusetts Avenue,

1The data for 1999 through 2009 were revised to reflect the results of               Cambridge, MA 02138
enhancements to the editing process.               <www.nber.org>.
2Implementation of Census 2000-based population controls occurred for the 
  2000 ASEC, which collected data for 1999.  These estimates also reflect the results of
  follow-up verification questions which were asked of people who responded "no" to all 
  questions about specific types of health insurance coverage in order to verify whether
  they were actually uninsured.  This change increased the number and percentage of
  people covered by health insurance, bringing the CPS more in line with estimates from 
  other national surveys. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years.

Note: Respondents were not asked detailed health insurance questions before the 1988 Current Population Survey. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2000 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
<www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>. 

Recessions
Aged 26 to 

34
Aged 45 to 

64
65 years 
and overYear

Under 19 
years

Aged 19 to 
25

Aged 35 to 
44

Peak month Year Trough month Year

3Implementation of 2010 Census-based population controls.



Note: Estimates by type of coverage are not mutually 
exclusive. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 2000 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 

People by Type of Health Insurance  
Coverage: 1999 to 2012 
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People by Type of Health Insurance 
Coverage: 1999 to 2012
(Percent)

   19991,2 73.0 64.1 24.2 13.6
2000 73.5 65.1 24.4 13.1
2001 72.4 63.8 24.9 13.5
2002 71.4 62.8 25.5 13.9 November 1948 October 1949
2003 70.1 61.5 26.4 14.6 July 1953 May 1954
2004 69.7 61.1 27.3 14.3 August 1957 April 1958
2005 69.2 60.7 27.3 14.6 April 1960 February 1961
2006 68.7 60.3 27.1 15.2 December 1969 November 1970
2007 68.2 59.8 27.8 14.7 November 1973 March 1975
2008 67.2 58.9 29.1 14.9 January 1980 July 1980
2009 64.5 56.1 30.6 16.1 July 1981 November 1982
20103 64.0 55.3 31.2 16.3 July 1990 March 1991
2011 63.9 55.1 32.2 15.7 March 2001 November 2001
2012 63.9 54.9 32.6 15.4 December 2007 June 2009

Source:  National Bureau of Economic 
              Research, 1050 Massachusetts Avenue,

1The data for 1999 through 2009 were revised to reflect the results of               Cambridge, MA 02138
enhancements to the editing process.               <www.nber.org>.
2Implementation of Census 2000-based population controls occurred for the 
  2000 ASEC, which collected data for 1999.  These estimates also reflect the results of
  follow-up verification questions which were asked of people who responded "no" to all 
  questions about specific types of health insurance coverage in order to verify whether
  they were actually uninsured.  This change increased the number and percentage of
  people covered by health insurance, bringing the CPS more in line with estimates from 
  other national surveys. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years.

Note: Respondents were not asked detailed health insurance questions before the 1988 Current Population Survey. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2000 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
<www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>. 

Uninsured

3Implementation of 2010 Census-based population controls.

Year Private
Employment-

Based Government Recessions
Peak month Year Trough month Year
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Survey, 2000 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
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Uninsured Rates by Race and Hispanic Origin: 1999 to 2012
(Percent)

   19991,2 9.0 18.7 17.0 31.9 November 1948 October 1949
2000 8.6 17.3 16.7 31.4 July 1953 May 1954
2001 8.9 17.8 16.3 31.8 August 1957 April 1958
2002 9.4 18.8 17.0 30.8 April 1960 February 1961
2003 10.0 18.7 17.3 31.8 December 1969 November 1970
2004 10.0 18.0 14.7 30.8 November 1973 March 1975
2005 10.2 18.1 16.2 31.3 January 1980 July 1980
2006 10.3 19.7 14.4 33.1 July 1981 November 1982
2007 10.0 18.6 16.1 31.5 July 1990 March 1991
2008 10.4 18.4 16.8 29.8 March 2001 November 2001
2009 11.5 20.3 16.5 31.6 December 2007 June 2009
20103 11.6 20.8 18.4 30.7 Source:  National Bureau of Economic 
2011 11.1 19.5 16.8 30.1               Research, 1050 Massachusetts Avenue,
2012 11.1 19.0 15.1 29.1               Cambridge, MA 02138

              <www.nber.org>.
Note:  Respondents were not asked detailed health insurance questions before the 1988 Current Population Survey.   

1Implementation of Census 2000-based population controls occurred for the 2000 ASEC, which collected data for 1999.  These estimates 
  also reflect the results of follow-up verification questions which were asked of people who responded "no" to all questions about specific 
  types of health insurance coverage in order to verify whether they were actually uninsured.  This change increased the number and 
  percentage of people covered by health insurance, bringing the CPS more in line with estimates from other national surveys.  The data 
  points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years.
2The data for 1999 through 2009 were revised to reflect the results of enhancements to the editing process.
3Implementation of 2010 Census-based population controls.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2000 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.  For information on 
confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>. 
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Total Family Median Medical Out-of-Pocket Spending:  
2011 and 2012 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 2012 and 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 

2011 

27 



(2012 dollars)

2011 $2,584 $3,507 $1,383 $601
2012 $2,707 $3,693 $1,443 $627

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2012 and 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements. 
 For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions,
see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>. 
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Median Medical Out-of-Pocket Non-Premium Spending 
by Health Status: 2012 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population 
Survey, 2013 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement. 
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(2012 dollars)

Excellent/Very Good $259 $88 $74
Good $450 $203 $99
Fair/Poor $978 $374 $231

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 
 For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions,
see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar13.pdf>. 

Median Medical Out-of-Pocket Non-Premium 
Spending by Health Status: 2012
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coverage

Government 
coverage only

Uninsured



For additional questions, contact: 

Questions? 
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American Community Survey (ACS) 
September 19  ACS One-Year Estimates 

October 24  ACS Three-Year Estimates (2010-2012) 
December 5  ACS Five-Year Estimates (2008-2012) 

Other Releases 
October Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2012 

November Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates: 2012 

Upcoming Releases  
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For additional questions, contact: 
 
     Media                            Public Information Office 
                                           301-763-3030 
                                           pio@census.gov 
  
     General Public              Customer Services Center 
                                           1-800-923-8282 or 
                                           301-763-INFO (4636 
  
     Press Kit Link  
     http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/ 
     news_conferences/20130917_ip_presskit.html 
  
     Random Sampling Blogs Link  
     http://blogs.census.gov/ 
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