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50 Years of Living Without Children:  Who and What has Changed
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• The percentage of 25- to 34-year-olds with 

no children living with them more than 

doubled since 1967.

•

•
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• A higher proportion of all adults live 

without children in their home now 

(71.4%) than in 1967 (52.5%).

• There is an overall increase among all 

races of adults with no children living in 

their home.

• The largest shifts in the living 

arrangements of adults with no 

children in the house were for those 

living with spouses and those living 

with a partner. The decrease in living 

with a spouse is related to the delay in 

marriage and subsequent increase in 

living with a partner. 

• Married is still the most prevalent 

marital status among those living 

with no children.

• More than one-half of adults living 

without children have more than a high 

school degree.

• While married (including spouse 

absent) is the most prevalent 

marital status among those with 

no children in the house, we see 

that a smaller proportion of 

married have no children in the 

house compared to all other 

marital statuses. 

• The gains in the percentage of 

adults without children in the 

house are larger for men than  

for women. This is due in part to 

increases in the life expectancy 

of men and increase in divorced 

adults since 1967.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement, 1967, 1976, 1986, 1996, 2006, 2016.

Note: Asian and Pacific Islander is not included as it was not an option for race

 in 1967. In 2016, 66 percent of Asians and Pacific Islanders did not have

children in the house.
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Percentage of Adults Without Children in the 
House by Race: 1967 and 2016
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement, 1967 and 2016.


