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Outline 

• Traditional health insurance questionnaire design in the Current 
Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS 
ASEC) 

 
 
• Improvements to the health insurance questionnaire 
 
 
 
• Results from the 2014 CPS ASEC 
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CPS ASEC Health Insurance Redesign 

• New set of questions in the CPS about health insurance coverage 
 

• Improvements will better measure health insurance coverage for 
calendar year 2013 and beyond 
 

• 2013 estimates from the CPS are not comparable to previous CPS 
estimates 
 

• Provides a strong baseline to measure future changes in health 
insurance coverage due to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) – changes 
implemented prior to 2014 
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Medicaid Coverage in the  
CPS ASEC: 2000 to 2008 

Medicaid Statistical Information System* CPS ASEC*

* Adjusted for universe differences  

Medicaid 
administrative  
data higher 
than CPS  

Medicaid Undercount Project 

Source: Noon, James, Leticia Fernandez, and Sonya Rastogi. The Medicaid Undercount in the 2007-2009 Current Population Survey. Federal Committee 
on Statistical Methods Research Conference. Washington, D.C., 4-6 November. http://www.copafs.org/UserFiles/file/fcsm/A4_Noon_2013FCSM.pdf 
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Traditional CPS ASEC 
 Measurement Issues 

 
Annual 
retrospective 
questions: 
 
“At any time in 2012, 
was anyone in this 
household covered by a 
health insurance plan 
provided through their 
current or former 
employer or union?” 

Reference Period 
 

• Coverage status can change over the 
course of a year 

 
• Time period referenced in question text is 

not clear  
 

• Compared with other national surveys 
with the same reference period, estimate 
looks different 
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Traditional CPS ASEC 
 Measurement Issues 

 

“At any time in 2012, was anyone in this 
household covered by … ?” 
 
 Job or Union 
 Direct Purchase  
 Someone outside household 
 Medicare 
 Medicaid 
 CHIP 
 Military 
 State specific plan 

 
Questionnaire structure = “laundry list” 
approach: 
 
• Respondents pre-report coverage 
• Undercount of some types of health insurance 
 

Respondents confuse plan types 
(Medicaid / Medicare) 

 
 
Household-level design: 
 
• Missing some people’s coverage 
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Health Insurance Question Changes 
 in the CPS ASEC 

Redesigned health insurance coverage questions 

Reference period 
• New current coverage question to improve responses to questions about health 

coverage in previous calendar year 

Health insurance coverage types 
• Start with general coverage questions followed by more specific questions 

Household-level design 
• Ask who else in household had that plan type 
• Ask about all household members by name 

New questions to measure Marketplace participation 
Added questions on employer-sponsored insurance offers and take-up  
Revised questions on Medical Out-Of-Pocket (MOOP) expenses 
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How well did the new questions work? 
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Source: Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement (CPS ASEC), National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) 
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CPS ASEC Current Coverage 2014: 
Uninsured Rates: CPS, ACS, NHIS: 2008 to 2014 
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Source: Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS 
ASEC), National Health Interview Survey (NHIS), American Community Survey (ACS) 



CPS Current Coverage 2014: 
Uninsured Rates: CPS, ACS, NHIS: 2008 to 2014 
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CPS 2013 uninsured  
all year estimate 
13.4 percent 

CPS previous year 

NHIS current 

ACS current 

NHIS last 12 months 

CPS current 2014 
(February, March, April) 
13.8 percent 

NHIS current 2014 
(January, February, March)  
13.1 percent 

Source: Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS 
ASEC), National Health Interview Survey (NHIS), American Community Survey (ACS) 
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Current Coverage 2014: 
Uninsured Rates: CPS and NHIS 

Source: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/health_insurance/NCHS_CPS_Comparison092014.pdf 
* Statistically significant 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/health_insurance/NCHS_CPS_Comparison092014.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/health_insurance/NCHS_CPS_Comparison092014.pdf


Number and Percentage of People 
 by Health Insurance Status: 2013 

In percent 
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CPS and ACS Health Insurance Estimates 
 Consistent Trends from 2009 to 2012 

While the level of the 
uninsured rate differs 
between the CPS and 
ACS, the two surveys 
consistently measure 
the magnitude and 
direction of year-to-
year changes in the 
uninsured rate. 
 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/w
ww/hlthins/data/incpovhlth/201
3/CPS_ACS_Trends.pdf 
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American Community Survey 
Uninsured Rate: 2008 to 2013 
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 to 2013 1-Year 
American Community Survey. 

Percent 

Between 2012 and 2013, the percentage 
of people who did not have health 
insurance decreased by 0.2 percentage 
points to 14.5 percent 

We are using ACS estimates to 
show changes in the uninsured 
rate as we recommend not 
comparing estimates from the 
redesigned CPS ASEC to the 
previous version of the health 
insurance questions.  ACS 
began asking questions on 
health insurance in 2008. 

Recession 

17 



18 



Summary: Health Insurance Coverage 
Estimates 

• Multiple surveys offer health insurance coverage measures with different 
uses 

• Federal statistical agencies work continuously to improve data collections, 
and our understanding of those data, although changing a survey requires 
years of research and testing 

• CPS ASEC improvements for 2014 result in a better measure of health 
insurance coverage for calendar year 2013 and provide a strong baseline to 
measure future changes in health insurance coverage due to the Affordable 
Care Act 
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