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Introduction
• There are over 7.5 million uninsured children in the U.S., as of
   2009 (DeNavas-Walt, Proctor, and Smith, 2010).

• Lack of health insurance coverage often leads to poorer health
  in childhood because uninsured children are more likely to 
  forgo needed medical care (Baker, 2009; Families USA, 2009).

• Forgoing medical care leads to serious long-term problems, 
  such as poor overall health and developmental delays
  (Bailey and Stoll, 2010; Families USA, 2006; Baker, 2009).

• Many of the uninsured have low to moderate incomes, making it more difficult to pay
  for healthcare (Kaiser Commission, 2009).

• This analysis uses tabular data
   from the 2010 Current Population
   Survey Annual Social and Eco-
   nomic Supplement (CPS ASEC).

• The universe for this analysis is
   the civilian noninstitutionalized
   population under the age of 18
   living in the U.S.

• Only non-premium, out-of-pocket
   expenditures are examined.
   These include all medically-
   related expenses, with the 
   exception of the premiums paid
   for health insurance. This is new
   content for the CPS ASEC.

• All comparative statements have
  undergone statistical testing and
  are statistically significant at the
  90 percent confidence level
  unless otherwise noted. 

• How do medical out-of-pocket
  expenditures for uninsured
  children compare with those 
  of insured children?

• What are the demographic,
  social, and economic character-
  istics of uninsured children with
  the greatest medical out-of-
  pocket expenditures?

• In which states do uninsured
  children have the greatest per
  capita medical out-of-pocket
  expenditures?

Figure 9: Per Capita Non-Premium Medical Out-of-Pocket 
Medical Expenditures for All Children by State

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

U.S. per capita MOOP is $258
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Discussion

• Uninsured children tend to have lower out-of-
  pocket medical expenditures than children with 
  health insurance coverage.

• This supports previous research finding that 
  uninsured children often forgo needed 
  medical care.

• Families may not be able to afford regular 
  medical care due to costs, particularly when 
  these costs are not offset by any type of 
  health coverage (Bailey and Stoll, 2010).
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Results

Figure 1. Per Capita Non-Premium Medical Out-of-Pocket 
Expenditures for All Children by Type of Coverage: 2009

0

100

200

300

400

500

Expenditures in 2009 dollars

All 
Children

Any 
coverage

Employment
based

Direct 
purchase

Any private 
coverage

Any 
government 

coverage

MedicaidUninsured

$258 $214 $263 $361 $352 $474 $96 $77

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

Figure 2. Per Capita Non-Premium Medical Out-of-Pocket 
Expenditures of All Children by Type of Coverage by Race and 

Hispanic Origin: 2009
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

Figure 3. Per Capita Non-Premium Medical Out-of-Pocket 
Expenditures for All Children by Type of Coverage and 

Nativity: 2009
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.
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Figure 4. Per Capita Non-Premium Medical Out-of-Pocket 
Expenditures for All Children by Type of Coverage and Health 

Status: 2009
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

Figure 5. Per Capita Non-Premium Medical Out-of-Pocket 
Expenditures for All Children by Coverage Status and Parents’ 

Marital Status: 2009
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

Figure 6. Per Capita Non-Premium Medical Out-of-Pocket 
Expenditures for All Children by Type of Coverage and 

Parental Labor Force Status: 2009

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

Expenditures in 2009 dollars

Unemployed, looking for work

Unemployed, 
on layoff

Working / With job

Any 
coverage

Any private 
coverage

Any government
coverage

Uninsured

$61
$56

$83
$225

$237 $171
$298

$178
$323

$193 $541
$375

$364
$351 $116$344

Not in labor force

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

Figure 7. Per Capita Non-Premium Medical Out-of-Pocket 
Expenditures for All Children by Coverage Status and Income-

to-Poverty Ratio: 2009
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Figure 8. Per Capita Non-Premium Medical Out-of-Pocket 
Expenditures for All Children by Type of Coverage and 

Region: 2009
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