
RESEARCH REPORT SERIES
(Survey Methodology #2007-15)

Cognitive Interview Research Results and
Recommendations for the National Science Foundation’s

Proposed Field of Degree Question
for the American Community Survey

Jennifer M. Rothgeb
Jennifer L. Beck

Statistical Research Division
U.S. Census Bureau

Washington, DC 20233

Report Issued: June 7,  2007

Disclaimer: This report is released to inform interested parties of research and to encourage discussion.  The views

expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the U.S. Census Bureau.













































































































































1

Appendix F
Bachelor’s Degree Major by Categorization (Vers. A and B) and Write-In Entry (Vers. C) by Mode, Version,  Proxy Status and Highest Degree of Respondent

Mode
CATI
CAPI
SAQ

Version
A
B
C

Bachelors Major
(Reported in
Retrospective

Probing.) 
( ) = # of majors

Category Selected for 
Vers ion A or B

or 
Write-in entry for Vers C

Resp
(R)

Proxy
(P)

Unrel
to R
(U) 

Educ
Level 

Highest 
Degree

Attained

A
L
T.

V
e
r

Category Selected for
Alternative A or B

(Same = same as original
report)

Alternative  C
“write-in”

C
A
S
E

I
D

CATI - A Life Sciences (1) Bio, agric, phys or rel. sci. AND 
Hlth, nurs or medical fields

R PhD B Same Life sciences
Biological sciences

11-TB

Chemistry Bio, agric, phys or rel  sciences. P PhD Same Biochemistry

CATI - A Hum Dev & Fam Stud (1) Psych, econ or other social sci.... R PhD B Same Human Dev & Family Studies 8-TB

History History, arts or  humanities P Same History

CATI - A Socy and Polit Sci. (2) Psych, econ, or other social sci..... R Bachelors B Psych, econ, or other soc sci..... Sociology and Political Science 4-TB

Biology Bio, agric, phys or rel sciences P/U Masters Bio, agric or rel sciences Biology

Education Business or education P/U Bachelors Education Education

Sociology Psych, econ or other social sci..... P/U Bachelors Psych, econ or other soc sci..... Sociology

Communications Psych, econ, or other social sci.... P/U Bachelors Psych, econ or other soc sci..... Communications
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CATI - B Journalism (1) Psych, econ, or oth soc sci... AND
SOMF (later said Humanities)

R Masters A Not administered Journalism 12-TB

Biology Bio, agric, or related sci AND
Hlth, nurs, or medical fields

PU Bachelors A Not administered Biology

CATI - B Business AND 
Mgmt Info Syst (2)

Comp, math or related sci   AND
Business or mgmt

R Bachelors A Engin, comp, math or related
sciences

Management Information
Systems AND Business

9-TB

Computer Sci  (1) Comp, math or related sci AND
Engineering

P Bachelors Eng, comp, math or related
sciences

Computer Science

Biology (1) Bio, agric, phys or rel sci  AND 
Health, nursing or med fields

P Bachelors Bio, agric, phys, or rel sciences Biology

CATI - C Political Science Political Science R Law Degr B Psych, econ, or oth social sci.... NA 10-TB

English English P Law Degr Hist, arts, or humanities NA

CATI - C Computer science major
and Bus Admin minor

Major in computer science and
minor in business administration

R Bachelors B Computer, mathematical or
related sciences.

NA 13-TB

Computer Science with
minor in Bus Admin

Bachelors of Science in computer
science with a minor in Business
Administration

P Bachelors
Computer, mathematical or
related sciences.

NA

CAPI - A History History, arts, or humanities R PhD B Same History 1-TB

NA (went from HS to
Med School - no B.S.)

NA P PhD and
MD

NA - didn’t get a B.S. NA - didn’t get a B.S.
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CAPI - B Fine Arts History, arts or humanities P R had
High
School 
Educ
Level.
Person in
this row
has    
Bachelors

Same Fine arts 5-TB

Accounting SOMF P Bachelors Same Accounting

Biology Bio, agric, or related sciences P Bachelors Same Biology

CAPI - B Psychology Psych, econ or other social sci..... R PhD A Same Psychology 2-TB

CAPI - C Business. Admin,   AND
Accting and Econ (2)

No, it’s in admin, accting,
economic.

P R had
High
School 
Educ
Level.
Person in
this row
has   
Bachelors

B Comput, math, or rel sci AND
Psych, econ, or oth soc sci.. AND
Business or management

NA 7-TB

CAPI - C Accounting Accounting R Bachelors A Business or education NA 6-TB
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CAPI - C Economics Economics R
Bachelors

B Psych, econ, or oth soc sci..... NA 3-TB

Psychology Psychology P/U Psych, econ, or oth soc sci... NA

Chem and Bio (2) Chemistry and Biology P/U Bio, agric and related sciences NA

Economics Economics P/U Bio, agric and related sciences NA

Engineering Engineering P/U Engineering NA

SAQ -A Chemistry Bio, agric, phys, or rel sciences R PhD B Phys or rel sci, incl earth sci. Chemistry major and Biology
minor

20

SAQ -A Biology Bio, agric, phys, or rel sciences R Masters B Bio, agric or related sciences Biology 27

English History, arts or humanities P/U Masters Same English

SAQ -A Engineering Engin, comp, math, or rel sciences R PhD B Engineering Civil Engineering 1

Social Work Psych, econ, or other social sci..... P PhD Same Social Work

SAQ -A Family Studies Psych, econ, or other social  sci..... R Bachelors B Same Family Studies 2

??Education??? Business or education P/U Masters “Education??”

DK Left Q11 Blank (DK) P/U Bachelors Hlth, nurs, or med fields “Health-related??”

DK Left Q11 blank (DK) P/U Bachelors Left Q11 blank (DK) Unknown

SAQ -A Geology Bio, agric, phys, or rel sciences R PhD B Phys or rel sci, incl earth sci Geology 22

Latin and Biology (2) Some other major field (SOMF) P Masters Same Latin and Biology
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SAQ -A Journalism SOMF R Bachelors B Same Bachelor’s of Art in Journalism 7

SAQ -A Business Mgmt Business or education P/U Bachelors B Business or Managment Business Administration
(Management)

19

Biomed  Engineer Engin, comput, math, or rel sci R Bachelors Engineering Biomedical Engineering

DK blank P/U Bachelors DK DK

SAQ -A Chemistry Bio, agric, phys, or related sci R PhD B Marked same, but realized it shld
be “Phys or rel sci.....” 

B.S. Chemistry 15

SAQ -A Education Business or education R PhD B Education Education related courses 16

SAQ -A Anthropology Hist, arts or humanities (but
during retro probing, changed to
Psych, econ, or other soc sci...)

R Bachelors B Psych, econ, or oth soc sci... Anthropology 9

DK -theater-related Hist, arts or humanities P/U Masters Same “Theater???”

Photography SOMF P/U Bachelors Same “Photography???”

SAQ - B Education Education R Masters A Business or Education
Bachelor of Science in Secondary
Education

21

Philosophy History, arts, or humanities P Masters Same B.A. in Philosophy
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SAQ - B Medical Biology Bio, agric, or related. sciences R PhD A Same Medical Biology 29

Bio and Chem (2) Bio, agric, or related. sciences P PhD Same

SAQ - B Geology Phys or rel sciences, incl earth
sciences

R PhD A Bio, agric, phys or related sci. Geology 17

Sociology AND
Philosophy (2)

Psych, econ or oth soc sciences..... P PhD Psych, econ or other soc sci....
AND
Hisotry, Arts, or Humanities

Sociology, Philosophy

SAQ - B General Studies with
emphasis in Education

Education R Masters A Psych, econ, or oth soc sci..... General Liberal Arts with
concentration in Education.

23

SAQ - B Biopsychology Psych, econ or other social sci..... R PhD A Same Biopsychology 8

SAQ - B Intl  Economics Psych, econ, or other social sci.... R Masters A Same Economics 30

SAQ - B Psychology Psych, econ, or other social sci..... P PhD A Same Psychology 5

Sociology Psych, econ, or other social sci.... R Masters Same Sociology

SAQ - B Civil Engineering Engineering P Masters A Engin, comput, math, or rel sci B.S. Civil Engineering 3

Forestry SOMF R Bachelors Same B.S. Forest Resource
Management
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SAQ - B Economics Psych, econ, or other social sci..... P R had
High
School 
Educ
Level.
Person in
this row
has   
Masters

A Same Economics 4

Psychology Psych, econ, or other social sci.... P Masters Same Psychology

English and Intl Relat (2) History, arts, or humanities P Bachelors Same Humanities

SAQ - B Information Systems Computer, math or related sci P Bachelors A Engin, comput, math, or rel sci. Bachelor’s Information System 24

Sociology Psych, econ, or other social sci.... R Bachelors Same Bachelor’s of Science Sociology

Computer Science Computer, math or rel science P Bachelors Engin, comput, math, or rel sci Bachelor’s Computer Science

Computer Science Computer, math or rel science P Bachelors Engin, comput, math, or rel sci Bachelor’s Computer Science

SAQ - C History History R PhD A History, arts, or humanities NA 14

History History P Prof. Degr History, arts, or humanities NA

SAQ - C Mathematics Mathematics R Masters A Engin, comput, math, or rel sci NA 12

Mathematics Mathematics P Masters Engin, comput, math or rel sci NA

Sociology Sociology P Bachelors Psych, econ, or oth soc sci... NA

Psychology/chem (minor) Psychology/Chemistry P Bachelors Psych, econ, or oth soc sci... NA
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SAQ - C Biochemistry Biochemistry R Masters A Bio, agric, phys, or rel sciences NA 28

SAQ - C Social Work Social Work R Bachelors A History, arts, or humanities 6*

Culinary Mgmt Culinary Management P Bachelors SOMF NA

Early Chldhd Ed. Early Childhood Education P Bachelors Business or education NA

Psychology M.Ed P Masters Business or education NA

Early Chldhld Dev (?) or
Educ?

Early Chldhld Dev P Bachelors Business or education NA

SAQ - C Psychology Psychology P R had
High
School 
Educ
Level.
Person in
this row
has   
Masters .

B Psych, econ or other soc sci..... NA 13

SAQ - C Radio/TV/Speech Radio/TV/Speech R Masters B History, arts, or humanities 26

Agric  Economics (1) Agricultural Economics P Bachelors Bio, agric, or rel sci.  AND
Psych, econ, or other soc sci.....
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SAQ - C Spanish Literature BA-Spanish literature with
concentration in Latin American
and Woman’s Studies. Did an
informal concentration in
European and Film Studies

R Bachelors B History, arts or humanities NA 10

Operation Research and
Indust Engineering (1)

Operations Research and
Industrial Engineering

P Bachelors Engineering NA

Biochemistry Biochemistry P/U Masters Bio, agric, or rel sci AND
Hlth, nurs, or medical fields

NA

SAQ - C English AND 
Media Studies (2)

English, Media Studies R Bachelors B History, arts or humanities
NA

18

Media Studies Media Studies P/U Bachelors History, arts or humanities NA

Media Studies Media Studies P/U Bachelors History, arts or humanities NA

Nursing Nursing P/U Bachelors Hlth, nurs, or medical  fields. NA

SAQ - C Social Work Social work P/U Masters B Psych, econ, or other soc sci... NA 25

English English P/U Bachelors
History, arts or humanities NA

Intl. Development International Development P/U Masters Psych, econ, or oth soc sci... NA

Photography Photography P/U Bachelors History, arts, or humanities NA

Zoology Zoology R Masters Bio, agric, or rel sciences NA
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