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I 
I On their own: the self-employed 

and others in private business 
1 The Survey of Income and Program Participation 

provides new information not found 

( in the Current Popularion Survey about business owners, 
including h t a  on incorporated and side businesses, 

I earnings of owners, and the number of persons they employ 

S m u m  E. H A B ~ .  ENRQUE J. LAMAS. 
AND JUL~S H .  

Between 1948 and 1973, the percentage of self-employed 
pnocu in nonagricultuml industries fell from 12.0 to 6.7 
percent,' but by 1985, it had risen to 7.5 percent. Given this 
ncmt growth in mvcprrrmrid activity, it is of some i m  
pomnce to obtain as accurate information u possible about 
the size and composition of the mtrcprrneurial class and of 
the businesses they operate. The Bureau of the Census' 
Survey of Income and Rogmm Participation (srw) provides 
an opportunity for obtaining this information. lhis uricle 
rrporu oa some new findings, derived from this survey, 
nlating to businesses and business ownmhip as distinct 
from xlfcmployment. 
nK Current Population S l w y  (CPS), conducted f a  the 

Bureau of Labor Statistics by the Caws Burau, defines the 
self-employed as sok propriaon md putners of uninwqm 
rated bu~inesses.~ Individuals who identify dmruclva u 
owning r controlling interest in incoqmated businesses m 
shown in published tabulations u wage and salary workm 
because they arc employees of the businesses they operate 
md are paid a salary for the services they render. Omission 
of this group from the self-employed leads to an undemti- 

ShclQllE. Haherisrpmfasmdsconomirr~ThcGcoqe W- 
Univa?ity;tviqurJ.taucism&onomicnrtirticim~rctheB~d 
tk w, md Jukr H. Lichmneh b Chief, Applied M i  Bmch. 
Omcc d Mmacy, U.S. Smdl Basinen Ahhiamion. Thr views p- 
rnndinlhirpprntharrofdwrpthm.RewrchwrrrrqrpocrcdbyIbc 
O C T t  d M v a u y .  U.S. Smrll BuriaeP A-. 

mate of the number of business ownen. Wage and uluy 
WO&M who report self~~~lploymcnt u a secondary activity 
(that is, own r side business) also are busims ownen and 
they, too, are excluded from the CPS count of the self- 
employed. In f8ct, this group is the fastest growing grwp 
unong business 

While it is possible to derive information about inmpo- 
mted business ownen and ownen of 8 side ~ U S ~ M S S  fmm 
the Current Population Survey and the Survey of lncome 
md Prognm Pluticiprtion, the latter ol fm r number of 
advantages over the fonner in d y i n g  business awnenhip. 
For exunpk, 8 qucstbn about ownership of r side business 
has only been uked axasionally in the CPS; in t h a  in- 
stances infamrcion on hours worked 84 the si& business has 
not kea colkcted. In the Survey of lncome md h p m  
Participation, dl business owners rue identified, whether a 
not they own incorponted businesses or side businesses, 
and each owner is asked the number of houn he or she 

.usually worlu at the business. Additionally. earnings infa- 
mation from up to two businesses is obtained in each S u m  
of Income and Program Participation reference period; in 
the CPS, self-employmen~eamings information is collected 
only in the Much m e y  and pertains to the preceding 
calendar yur. huthennorr. the Survey of Income and Pm- 
gnm Participation contains information about businesses u 
well u business owners. In particular, information on the 
kgd fam of business md number of worken employed is 
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obtained for all businesses except those with expected gross 
receipts of less than 5 1,000 for the following year (casual 
b~sinesscs).~ It  should k emphasized that these differences 
ktwccn thc surveys do not reflect deficiencies in rhe CPS; 
they arc due lo the fact lhal the two data sets arc designed 
to measure different things. 

survey sompks 
'Ibe Cumnt Population Survey is a monthly survey of 

59,000 houwhukh that collects information about employ- 
ment mJ unenlploymnt. The Survey of Income and Ro- 
gram Pwicipation is an ongoing series of national panels 
,&signed to improve reporting of income and participation 
in major Federal Government income transfer programs. In 
Wove 1 of the 1984 panel, approximately 19,900 house- 
holds were interviewed. 

In rhe Survey of lncome and Program Participation, each 
pawl is divided into four m i o n  groups. During a cycle or 
wave of interviewing covering 4 months, c r h  household is 
interviewed one tins; over a I-year period, r household is 
inwitwed three times. ' be  reference period for an inter- 
view is Ihc 4-month priod preceding the interview month. 

The Survey of Incomc: iuul Program Participation data 
utilized in this study arc from Wave I of the 1984 panel. The 
interviews were conducted from October 1983 to January 
1984. Hence, the reference periods ye from June 1983 to 
September 1983 for the first fflvtion group through Septcm- 
k r  1983 w December 1983 for the fowh mation p u p .  
Ducing the reference periods to Wave 1.24.490 respondents 
rcponcd having w'iwked in the nonagricultud sector of the 
economy; of this number, 2.W rrspondcnts owned r 
busiacu. 

It should k noted thirl since the Survey of Incomc and 
Program Participation is a longitudinal survey, the Qu n- 
flea work experience over time rather than activity status at 
a point of time as is the case for the Cumnt Population 
Survey. For this rr;lson alone, estinwtes of the number of 
persons engaged in business and in paid employment from 
the two Census Bureau surveys will differ.' 

Estimates d business ownciship 
The Survey of lncome and Rognm Pvticipatioa data 

indicate thol in h e  last half of 1983, 12.8 million persont 
owned businesses, or 11.9 percent of persons working in 
nonagriculturrl industries. Of these worken, however, only 
7.4 percent were self-employed owners of unincorporated 
businesses. A similar calculation based on May 1983 as 
data indicates lhat 13.5 percent of employed persons6 in 
nonagricultunl industries were business owners compared 
to 7.8 percent who were r e p o d  as ~lfempioyed.~ From 
the figures in the first two columns of table 1, it is seen that 
business ownenhip is a much more prevalent activity 
among employed prnons than is suggested by statistics on 
self-employment only. In fact, the percentage of woken 
who owned businesses w u  60 percent (SIPP) to 75 percent 

red and Orhers in Private Business 

(CPS) larger than the percentage reported as self-employed. 
Both Census Bureau sunteys yield similar distributions of 

employment. As noted, 7.4 and 7.8 percent of the employed 
reported xlf-employment in unincorporated businesses in 
the Survey of Income Pnd R o g w  Participation and the 
as, respecuvely. From the Survey of Income and Program 
Pdcipation, an additional 2.6 prccnt operrled incorpo- 
rated busines~es;~ the comparable CPS figure is 2.7 percent. 
7he largest discrepancy ktweea the w e y s '  figures is for 
the group, paid employee and a business owner (side busi- 
ness owner). In the Survey of Income and Program Piutici- 
pation, 1.9 percent of the employed owned side businesscs; 
the comparable figure from the as was 3.0 percent, The 
difference between these figures is. in part, due to how 
owners of a side business an defined in both surveys9 and 
our inclusion in the Survey of Income and Program Partici- 
pation of some owners of a side business among casual 
business owners.1a Thc most likely explanation for the dif- 
ference, however, is that in the S w e y  of Income and Ro- 
gram Participation, individuals who owned farms and also 
worked as paid employees in aoaagricultunl industries were 
excluded from our count of side business owners beaux 
these individuals operated agriculwll businesses. In the 
as, individuals who reported they were wage and day 
workers in nonagricultural indudes and alu, answered 
"yes" to whether they owned farms, businesses. or profes- 
sions, were included in w count of side business owners 
becaw the only information about their industrial attach- 
ment is for their paid jobs; similar informotion for their side 
businesses is absent." 7he remaining groups, paid em- 
ployees onlyu and unpaid family w~rkers,'~ accou& for 
87.9 and 0.2 percent (SIPP) and 86.1 urd 0.4 percent (as) 
of employed persons, mpcctively. 

The percentage of persons working full time at jobs un 
k calculated from both surveys and as Ken from table 1, 
the estimates are of the same order of magnitude for each 
cafegory of woken. The Survey of lncome and Program 
Participation percentages an higher than those from the m, 



but this is mt likely due to the rrporring of usual hours 
worked in the Survey of Income and Program Participation 
md the use of actual houn in deriving the cps figures. 

Among business owners, the group with the highest per- 
centage working full time u businesses was incorporated 
business ownen; the group with the lowest percentage 
was owners of si& businesses. Among irmrpomed busi- 
ness owners, 88.7 percent worlted full time at their h i -  
nesses, compared to 66.2 p m n t  unong tinincoporated 
business ownm. Of some interest, 37.0 percent of casual 
businenq ownen-r category not distinguished in the m- 
reponed working full time. Om possible explanation f a  
this relatively high proponion is that caqual business ownen 
who work full time do other things when working, such as 
watching children or trying to become more productive 
business owners in anticipation that sales will ultimtcly 
improve. Still another explanation is that expected gross 
receipts, because they art expected to k small, w m  
umltrestimued. 

Because full-time casual business ownmi reported wy 
b w  eaminp of Sl.224, it is cleu that, as a group, they were 
only marginally engaged at their businesses. (Set page 21 .) 
The same can be said of side business owners. Although a 
high propartion of paid employm with side businesses 
worked full time, 81.2 percent, only r small proportion, 
24.5 percent, worked full time u their side businesses. 

Type d business 
l'he'survey of Income md Program Participation data 

p v i &  r means of categorizing business owners by the 
types of businesses they own. In the survey, w can distin- 
guish businesses by legal fonn of ownuship status, whether 
the business is a casual or 8 side business, and whether the 
owner works full time at the business. 

Of particular interest is the distribution of business own- 
m and their ~US~MSSCS by lepl fonn of organization. Esti- 
mates of thcu distributions arc shown in table 2 for men and 
women under the plausible assumption that a casual busi- 
ms is a sok proprietorship. (See footnote 4.) As indicated 
in table 2.23.2 percent of all business owners were incorpo- 
nted. Incoprated business owners wen a smaller prcart- 
age of femak business ownen, 17.1 percent, than of mrk 
business owners, 2S.9 percent. Thc gender differentials are 
more pronounced when businesses n t k r  than business 
owners art considend: 10.1 percent of imorponted busi- 
ncsses were owned by women, canpared to 22.2 percent 
owned by men." 
nK Survey of Income and Pmgnm Participation data 

also indicate that 13.5 million nonagricultunl businesses 
existed in the last half of 1983-700.000 more than the 12.8 
million business owners. The larger number of businesses 
than business owners is due, in part, to the penenuge of 
business owners, 4.1 percent, who owned at least two now- 
gficulNnl h~sinesses.'~ Of the no~gricultunt businesses, 
9.6 million were sok proprietorships. compared to the 

10.7 million nonfarm propietonhips reported in F&nl 
income tax re- f a  1983.16 

Still mother penpective of business ownership is ob- 
tained from ubk 3. As indicated, 14.5 percent of men and 
8.6 percent of women were business owners." However, 
18.8 percent of female business ownen had casual busi- 
nesses and 14.7 percent owned side businesses. Among 
mrk business owners, only 6.2 percent owned casual busi- 
nesses md 16.6 percent were engaged in side businesses. 
We also see that men worked full time at businesses to a 
greater extent than women: the male-female differential in 
the proportion of business ownen who worked full time was 
28.7 percentage points, while the corresponding male- 
female differential in the proportion of paid employees only 
who tvarked full time was 17.3 percentage points. 

If substantial entrepneurial xtivity is defined as work- 
ing full time u r noncasual business that is not a side 
business, we find that 65.3 percent of male business owners 
were active enuepnneurs; the analogous figure for female 
business owners w u  37.0 percent. Thus, of all employed 
men and women in nonagricultunl industries, 9.5 percent of 
the fomm but only 3.2 percent of the latter were substan- 
tially engaged in businesses. 

Tablo 2. MItrlbutlon of burlrmr ormrr md burlnesooa 
k no(ugrleu)htnl ~ndw~.. by kg81 fonn of kntrmr, 
$003 
F m  

Peopk become business ownen for a number of m m s :  
some start their o m  businesses because they feel con- 
strained by the form1 work ~ l e s  associated with paid em- 
ployment; some operate busines.tes because it is a way of 
eaming income while staying home; f a  thost who have 
special dents, such as artists, self-employment is often the 
means of rchieving the fmdom they need to express their 
creativity. Each of these rea.mns yields psychic income and 
lads to the expectation that, all else being the same. busi- 
ness owners, on avenge. may e m  less than paid em- 
ployas. Additionally, because business owners face risks 
not generally shared by paid employm, it is plausible that 
low eunings, including zm,  earnings. arc mom common 
among the farmer than the latter. The Survey of Income and 
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Program Piirticipadon data, like the cps data, confirm that 
the reponed earnings of business owners ye less than that 
of paid employees. 

Earnings data for business owners in the Survey of In- 
come and Program Panicipation differ from analogous data 
in the CPS in several respects. Fi, the qwstions uked 
rr~poMknts about business income m different. In the Sur- 
vey of lncome and Prognm Pyticipation, intcrviewen arc 
instructed to ask the amount of income m individual takes 
out of his or her busi+ssl' and income from a business is 
d a d  as lo when it is e d .  Second, because cumnt nthcr 
than pat  income is recorded, the recall period is shoner. 
Third, this survey is a longitudinal survey and, hence, it 
contains information &out individuals who ur: in the proc- 
crr of moving into and out of a business. Founh, m i n g s  
i n f a i o n  is routinely obtained for iacorponrcd busi- 
Desses in the survey. 

Because the Survey of lncome and Program Patkipation 
information is collected for up to two businesses and up to 
two pad jobs in u reference period, the earnings data arc 
aggregated over both businesses d bolh jobs. Although 
some evnings may have been missed, it is believed the 
amount is very small. because only a small pcrcenrnge of 
workers change jobs three times dwing a year. An even 
smaller proponion would k expected to have three employ- 
M (businesses) in a 4-month period.I9 Annualized w i n g s  
by type of business are shown in table 4 for men and 
women." 

Eornings of men 
To benchmark the earnings data from tbc Survey of In- 

come and Program Yanicipdon, it cm k infemd fnwn 
table 4 that for men the d o  of camings from unin- 
corponted businesses. $13,520, to earnings frcxn paid em- 
ployment only, $20,039, ir .67. The comsponding ratio, 
earnings of self-employed men to male wage and salary 
workers, based on CPS data for 1982~' is also .67.= 

Men who owned incorporated businesses earned consid- 
erably more than those who did not own incorporated busi- 
nesses (excluding side business owners in bolh categories): 
the median earnings of male owners of incoqmacd busi- 
nesses ($24,012) were almost 80 percent higher than that of 
their counterparts who owned unincorporated businesses 

(313,520). When the dcfinition of a business owner is ex- 
panded to include incorporated business owners as well as 
the self employed, the ratio of business earnings to earnings 
from pwl employment only for men rises from .67 to .78. 

Earnings of women 
An anomaly in the Swey  of lncome and Program Panic- 

ipation data is Ken from the data f a  female business ownm 
in tabk 4. Self-employed women had annualized eamings 
of $3,767, which is approximately one-quuter of the 
$13,520 earned by self-employed men and one-third of the 
$12,079 earned by female pad employees only. The cps 
data for 1982 indicatd that full-time, full-year self- 
employed women e d  about one-half as much as self- 
employed men and female wage and salary workers. 

It is difficult to say wha accounts for the low earnings of 
self-employed women in the Survey of Income and Program 
Participation. On one hand, it m y  be that they were under- 
reporting business evniags in the Survey of Income and 
Program Participatioa vis-a-vis the CPS. On the other M, 
their relatively low umings may reflect our use of annual- 
ized earnings in& of r t u p l  w i n g s  over a full year. Still 
another explanation is that the Survey of lncome and Ro- 
gram Pmicipdon longitudinal darn include a larger fraction 
of transient business owners than the CPS cr~~-sectional 
data, and women may k m prone to enter and leave 
self-employ,ment than men. The higher ratio of female-to- 
male earnings among koqmatcd business owners is con- 
sistent with the last conjectun because incofpomted busi- 
ness owners arc a more stable group than unincorponted 
business owners. Which of these masons is the correct one 
requires funher study. 

Evidence of underreporting 
Despite the reasonableness of the Survey of Income and 

Program Puticipation eMlings figures, a least for men, 



some direct evidence of undemporting of business income 
in the survey should be noted. Undemporting is suggested 
by the earnings for business owners whose businesses w m  
neither c u u d  businesses nor side businesses. For example, 
the percentage of individuals in this group who reported no 
business euninp  (that is, took no income from the bud- 
nesc) during the reference period was 20.8 percent. Furthcr 
evidence of undemporting is found in the data when busi- 
ness ownen who worked full time m classified by the 
number of workers employed in their primary bus ine~s .~  
Among owners of businesses with 3 or more employes, 
14.3 percent reported no earnings during the refmnce pe- 
riod. Undoubtedly, some of these larger business owners 
were openting at a l m .  Still, the percentage reporting no 
business eunings is suffciently high to suggest m inconds- 
tency in the Survey of Income md Rognm Puticipation 
between the eunings data and the data on business size. The 
alternative explanation that 8 rehtivcly luge proportion of 
businesses that appeared to be successful. judeing by the 
number of workers employed, yielded no income to their 
owmn over a Cmonth period is highly implausible. 

lntrmal evidence of undemporting is also suggested by 
the earnings of casual business owners. Individuals in this 
group who worked full time during all reference weeks had 
annurlited median earnings of $1 ,224.U Thus, more than 
one-Mf of this group reported earnings at an mnurl rate 
that exceeded the expected grass receipts criterion of $1,000 
used to define casual business ownm. While the rctud 
w i n g s  a d  expected gross receipts estimates arc ncu mc- 
asui ly  inconsistent. it would mar that some rrspondcnts 
undmstimated their expected gross receipts. It is not im- 
plausibk that such individuals may also have undemponed 
their actual business earnings. 

It should be mentioned that evidence of undemporting of 
self-employment earnings can also be found in the cps. 
From the May 1983 CK. it is found that among male full- 
time selftmployed workers (in nonagricultud indwtrits u 
of May 1983) who worked full time, full yetr in 1982, 12.5 
percent reported business and wage uwl salary eamings of 
1- than S5,OOP (that is, $2.40 m hour, wuming a 40- 
hour week). The undemporting, by business awnen, in 
survey data is a well-known phenomenon. As indicated, the 
Survey of Income md Rolpun Puticipation yields new 
d i m  evidence of such undempwting. 

Employment in privately owned bud- 
Up to this point, our analysis h u  focused primarily on 

business owners. As indicated, the Survey of Income md 
Program Participation also contains information about the 
businesses they own, particululy the legal status of the 
business a d  the number of individuals that w d  for the 
business.% As one would expect, and as can be seen from 
tabk 5, the legal status of a business is related to the number 
of persons in its employ. For exampk, more than 9 out of 
10 businesses with only om w&er were sok proprietor- 

ships. At the ather extreme, only about I out of 5 businesses 
with six workers or more were sole proprietorships. In 
"intermediate size" businesses, those with two to five em- 
ployees, rbout onc-hdf were sole proprietorships. 

Tabk 5 dso reveals that only 12.9 percent of sole propri- 
etorships employed three workers or more; the companble 
figwe for pmtncrships md incoqmated businesses is 66.9 
percent. Among d l  busimsses, somewhat more than 4 out 
of 10 provided employment for two or more worken. 

The data underlying table 5 uc of special interest because 
they enable one to estimate the n u m b  of workm employed 
in privately owned businesses. This number provides a mon 
complete measure of the amount of employment generated 
through entrrprcneurid activity than the number of self- 
employed persons or business ownen. Because of the way 
the data m grouped in the Survey of Income and b g n m  
Participation public use file, however, our estimate is on the 
tow side.n 

Assuming that businesses with gross nceipts of kss thur 
$1,000 in the next 12 months have only one worker md dso 
assuming that the number of workm employed by a bud- 
mss is given by the lower bound of each class interval in 
tabk 5, m estimate of 28.5 million workers (including busi- 
ness owners and unpaid family workers) in privately owned 
businesses is obtained. Thus, of the 108.1 million personr 
in nonagricultural industries who held a job in Wave I of the 
Survey of Income and Pro- Participation, at a minimwn 
26.4 percent (28.5 million worken) found employment in 
privately held businesses. Omitting Federal, State, and locd 
government worken. the latter figure rises to 36.6 percent. 
If, in addition, paid workers in private nonprofit organiza- 
tions m excluded from the employment baseen the propor- 
tion of workm in for-profit businesses who were employed 
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in pnva~ely ow& firms incrraws still f w k r  to a minimum 
of 40.1 percent. 

Anochrr way ol' gauging the inrponance of Ihc privately 
owned business sector is by estimating the employment 
multiplier effect attributable to individuals who establish 
their own businesses. Given our estimates of 28.5 million 
workers in privately owned businesses urd 12.8 million 
busikss owners, this implies that, on average, for every 
100 business ownen;, at kost an rdditionaJ 123 worken 
fuwl employment in privately owned businesses. More 
accurate measures of thc employ men! effects of owner-oper- 
alcd businesses must be deferred until as yet unpublished 
Survey of Income and Program Pmicipation data become 
available. 

Summary 
The Survey of Income and Program Pvlicipation yields 

new information about business owners, as distinct fbm the 
self-employed, as well as the businesses they own. Not 
included omong the self-employed, but nonethcleu mem- 
k r s  of h e  entrepreneurial cli~ss, uc owners of incorporared 
businesses d owners of side businesses. 

Among the more important findings from the Survey of 
Income and Program Piirt~cipation data is that business own- 
en accounted for 1 1 .Y percent of persons working in nonag- 
ricultwol industries during the 1 s t  half of 1983; this is 60 

percent more than thc percentage reported as self-employed. 
A similar conclusion is reached based on Cumnt Population 
Survey data for May 1983. In the CPS data, an even larger 
proportion of employed workers, 13.5 percent, were found 
to own businesses. 

We also found tha170.8 perrent of businesses w m  sole 
proprietorships, while 18.3 percent w m  incorponted kui- 
oesxs. More women than men were engaged in casual a d  
side businesses, and men worked full time at businesses to 
8 pier extent than did women. Two-thirds of male busi- 
ness owners were substantially engaged in a business, com- 
pared to about w - b i r d  among female business owners. 

Annualized earnings varied from about $3,700 for female 
tole proprietors to $24,000 for male ownen of incorporued 
businesses. But a relatively high proportion of business 
owners in the Survey of Income and Program Participation 
reported no earnings from their businesses even among 
t h  with businesses with three workers or more. providing 
internal evidence of unJernporting of business earnings. 

It is also possible to estimate the percentage of workers 
employed by privately owned businesses. At a minimum, 
26.4 percent of d worken (28.5 million workers) w m  
employed in such fums. When government workers and 
paid workers in private nonprofit organizations uc ex- 
cluded, the proportion incnws from 26.4 to 40.1 
percent. 
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Robar N. Ray. "A repon on self-employed Amrriwr in 1973." M d y  
&bor Revuw. Jitauuy 1975. pp. 49-54 .ad Mn E. Bngga, "Self- 
rmp ioymc~  in  I& United S w s .  IY48-42." M o d y  Lobor Rlvi.w. Ira- 
vrry 1963. pp. 37-43. 

R n n  IO 1967, m distinction was ma& in W cn ktween persons 
o p m i n g  unrncorpwmlal and incorpwvtcd kuineucs. Indiv idds ia bolb 
pwpr were c l u u i f ~ d  as self-employed. lo  1967. wben incorporrced busi- 
aar ownerr were wprr lc ly  I dcn t i f i .  they were ckurfi u wrye rad 
ylvy-. 

3Shelba Hukr. A New Perspectiw on Biuheu owumkip (U.S. 
S d l  BUUM AJrmnirtr~iua. O f f a  of Adwury .  July 19115). See rlro 
The Slor. vfSmaIl Buinesses: A Repon o/rk Presidrm (U.S. G o w ~ ~ c I ~ ~  
Runlq Off=. 1%). 

' F o r c w v ~ . k u i n n s r r w i t b u p c l c d ~ ~ i p c d h ~ h ~ a  
S 1 . 0 0 0 i t R r n c r t y e r r ; n d d r o v r u w l ~ r a d I & i w l l ~ r  
a cowl kuiaru uwncrr. Convawly. kuiaaza wi& erpocwl 
accipcr of mur t h  s1,000 are m f t d  la u nonuuul buskssa. 
&uuorcrrvrlburi~wrurdl.iihukcauumcd~tkyarerdc 
ploprmunhlprwirbdyonworta,Ih~.thsowwdtbokuioar. 

' For 8 ampmm deurnu~~~  demploymuu rad urwmploymuu fmcn 
s v t  ud chr m. ue Paul M. Ryvrvrge md JohD E. B e g l a .  'New 
Hauchokl Swvey snJ the hc. A lad u Lbor f a  drffuclra." M W y  
Lvbor Revtew, September 1985. pp. 3-12. . 

'For uw dexpor~tlon. In UIC nmundci of  the p.pcr employed persona 
rad pnunr w ~ t h  work crpncncc are m i d  lo simply u employed 
prwar. 

~0aeexpl.aunrafarbebverprsrnulrrinrrrrisIbcgrcuadiffi- 
cukyofweumul.liagcrpiulneedodlarunrkuinerrwnucfhgrpb 
u r pud employee. This diffru&y is rorn wn n d i l y  in kag~adind 6u 
Ibu in c r o r r - m  dur. 

@lasvt,dyonowaadrnonuaulkuiaeuisulredI&k~fam 
d a r g ~ o f ( m d t b c w u n k r d p n o a r c m p l o y e d m ) t b u b u u o a r .  
Thw. whik rll ownas d kuloltwr i 8 houvbold uc tnummrcd. d y  
ocwprnaainrpvuwnhipamcwrvrofmlacorporvedbua~nsrw 
be identifucd. Whik i t  u p-bk la dcrtrmuu who are UIC remining 
p~nur MII owners of an ururpxrtcd kurnu, onc CUUUI ull whvh d 
these two curgaicr M utd~vidurl fd l r  W. U o k u  obcw~se  stual. UI chu ' 

study. puuvn md o w n n  of incaporad buainuus wbo could m~ bc 
identified u ruch becrux mha person hd uswad questma rbau the 
krr iacr ,urd iv lJcdinrbcumopopOrr iaanpvrncnradi~  
ow- who c w l d  be ibufi i .  

'InchcwlppkmcarlatboMry 1 9 1 3 c n , w r g c r a d ~ w o r k a 8 w a r  
r r k o d w h c t b a U I C y A I W o p c t r c c d r " f ~ ~ ~ ~ , k r r i a a r . a p d ~ . " P a -  
~ r a r w a i n g ~ " l a ~ q u r r r # . m I b r c n m c l r u i f K d . r h r v u y r  
ridckrrintrrracburc*.Forror,ridskuiatvwnnur~ardi.rku 
f&dy la iacluik (8) CLIIIl( buincsn w l ~ n  w i b  CMiOl) frOm pud em- 
p b ~ i r ~ 1 4 d d l h d - p c n o d , & ( b ) a D n c r w l k u i .  
o w o w n a s w i c h u m i a g s f r o m r k u i a c r , r a d ~ p u d o l p b y ~ m  
oar ar mom uC r& 4 nlucncc pried m o a h  a camap fmm pud 
a n p l o y m c n ~ d t 4 m o n r h r d I b c d ~ p a M d J t h w e ~ n o  
wniags fm r kuincu dwing'the ~ C M E C  pnod. 

M h d k  I d e l x w h a i o c h i c ~ , u n l a r o c h r r w i x d , c o v r l  
business ownen uc c l w i f k d  as ownas d 8 ridr b u s h  if they rlro mpa 
chr cricrrir for k i n g  c l r u ~ f s d  rn Ibc lv tacr t~gory .  Howcva, bsuuc ur, 
provider ku detailed urnin jr infomath for c d  than wauwl krri- 
acrwr, i t  was  no^ por r~bk lo hdcncify d c u d  burincsru U were AIW 
SI& buinucer. Hence. with~n chr drfinihfd fruncwort dopled in Ihu 
rcudy,IhenumbuofucuJkuurrrowacnuoverruunusdrrdIbc 
number of side him o w n n  m tm&WmWd. 



Thc difference in definition d r tide kuinesa also kip explain the 
cmrlk prrmrrp th business o m m  nuke up of all w d m  in sm 
a*-rir the m. 

t 2 1 r ~ . p i d ~ r c r r L e d p u m i a n d ~ c o h r o c m p + f a  
~fhqmrkedinrnfmmpnod.Forb*hsmudthccn,the 
p u p  "pid enpklcr d y "  m &fined to include individuals who worked 
k p a y d d i d # o r r r b u s i n m .  

1 3 U a p i d f m i ~ v a t a r r r d c i i d i n d r r u n u l y i n n r r a ~ r r  
L ~ l r . H a r m r , # a i a d i v W r r p a c c d h c n r r k w r p d d a n -  
pbyeemarrpbmdmmpddfunily d a m u a c h a p b d u r i n g r n r r  
ntcnncr pmd. we c l a J i f i  dw individwl a a peid mpbyee. 

Some unbivity in this coacluaiaa h i d  be nacd. Beuuse dr . 
f m d k a i n u u e l i c i r c d f a o n l y a * o m r d r ~ a i ~  
n#d bunincar. it is possible chu chc rscadrd owner it of a differat gender 
thahrpincipdomr. 

Iy Also. whik sm pvides m unduplicacrd count of casual businar 
ownm, ic da, yield m unduplicated count of casual b i n c a m .  Om 
em only ru~me.  n we have hm. rhr, all casual buximua am d e  
p P p r i c b n h i p l . T h i s t m t m p c ~ ~ ~ y l u d t o ~ ~ d r d s p o p r i -  
ambi inoramdy.  

" s u i d e s  d l ~ a r  BdW mpmmmc d dw r-, Ia*mrl 
Rc*clrrSavia,SunrmrIM),'p.#.Itbtabcnulkdrh*rrrrr 
dcranccpnodis4Illoachr.'lbrhrocnuxmprnQuco*aatrkadr 
Y==. 

n ~ M r t , m d ~ i . 4 . ~ d 7 . 4 ~ . ~ c t i v c l y .  rar 
arndrbdnas. 

t ' I n d r ~ . d r r r s p a n d m r b ~ e d t o ~ m a r ) t i r r a n c h a h n  
a her bminesa .tla expenses; hence. negative inawna c a  bc npmd 
Wicrcingrborinerrku.Inslrr,chc#x#ntdincom~aucdr 
kr i r rndv ingrrcT~pr iodb~apodt iu ;nepdi t is rccq-  . 
crirrdfmmrrprwcqvrrticn. 

nb1978.1end#4proen,d&~thmamaaanpiaycn 
W n g U m ~ ~ a a d w h y  I979a). 

a ~ r b i r a p d y m h d o l d w 4 - l m a n t h n t ~ p r o d c d  
Wave I, hc d n p  Qu hw bra mulid. fhor, some individuals 
r r ~ ~ h w i ~ m d r p f m n r b u t h b m a r f h q h d n o  

kuineu incam duringrheir Cmonth mfmncc period. whmaa thcy might 
be expected to hrve positive w n i n g  o m  r full-year @od. To some 
ex- this p b k m  is mitigated by thc u r  of median umings to meuum 
incoar fmrn d i f f m  types d businuse*. More prcir figum will be 
fduoming n d d i t i w l  sm dru become availrhk; in t k  m m t i m ,  the 
data fmm Wave I pwide m insights into the cuningr of burimr owners 
b y c y p d b d n a s .  

See Eugene H. Becker, "Selfanpbyd d m . "  p. 18. Beck 
rrpaa a 1982 median euninp d 114.MO md 121.542 f a  mrk dl- 
anplaysd ad mdc wage and r r l q  d m ,  m p a i n l y .  Thc come- 
w i n g  ngum f a  fun& x l f ~  md fcmak wry md mlvy 
d m  rr 9.644 and 113.352. 

Thc SW m i n e  figum me f a  individuals who worked full time and 
f a  dl we& d their Cmmlh nfmnce pnod. The m &a m f d  lo 
rbove n f a  individuals who walred full time. full yew. The c W m r  d 
thc mior from dr fwo data m~es, whik mr%suring. is coincidental. 

In this r m d y ,  chc primuy busincu d business owmo with two buri- 
nessea is &find u the one with the higher earnings. The wm or ownm 
d r kuinar ud unpud funily vatm uc included in the count of 
-. 

' B a d  an 63 obnmuimr. NOR, mpadems are fin asked their 
expected gmu receipts in the fdlowing 12 m n d ~  and then IW in the 
iuavicruemkedwhrcchsirtrninpmcdwingtkdmnceprod. 

27 ln  m, op eo 99 rat- me rsadcd la ach b i m s .  Only the 

~ m t p  &ra in ubie 5 n pov& in the public use fiks. 

vat in wnprdit ~rniul i&a.-See virgin* Ann ~ o d ~ k i k m  and Mumy 
S. Weitnnn. Dimmriat dtke I~~ Sec@r: A Swimid Prdlc ,  
tnd d. (~&qton. lndcpndmt &or, fdmming) .  ~ p p l ~ i n d  the 
rlommahd f i p  in& favntothe munherofpidemFlnycrsonly 
(excluding puccnmcnc warten) &rived fmm strr yields m minute of 
ralrm in pivue narpdil oqldutiona. 



The attached tables show, for the years 1979 to 1994, the 
distribution of year-round full-time workers by the ratio of 
annual earnings to a low earnings threshold ($13,828 in 1994). 
Data are shown for the following intervals: 

Less than 1.00 
1.00 to 1.24 
1.25 to 1.99 
2.00 to 2.99 
3.00 to 3.99 
4.00 to 4.99 
5.00 and over 

4 

Two estimates are shown for 1992. The first, designated 
1992(80), is based on population controls derived from the 1980 
census and is appropriate to use when making comparisons between 
1991 and 1992. The second, designated 1992(90), is based on 
controls derived from the 1990 census and should be used when 
making comparisons between 1992 and later years. 

The 1992 report, tlWorkers With Low Earnings: 1964 to 1990, It 
contained incorrect figures for 1989 and 1990 and a March 1994 
statistical brief called "The Earnings Ladder" contained 
incorrect figures for 1992. Corrected estimates are shown in a 
revised statistical brief issued in June 1994, and in the 
attached table package. 

For additional information contact: 

Jack McNeil 
U.S. Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington, DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers 16 years old and over 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

.. 
INTERVALS IN 1994 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41 , 484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to taO and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27 , 655 $41,483 $53,311 $69 ,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY mTIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Male civilian workers 1 6  years old and over 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1 .00  1 . 2 5  2.00 3 .00  4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1 .24  1 .99  2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1 9 9 4  DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $ 5 5  I 312 $ 6 9 1  
than to to to to f" and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $ 5 5 , 3 1 1  $ 6 9 1  1 3 9  over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Female civilian workers 16 years old and over 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than 
1.00 

to and 
4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1994 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,485 $55,312 $69,140 
than ' to to to to t9 and 

. YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,484 $55,311 $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Burea.u of the Census, March Current Population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers, 18 to 24 years old 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to tJO and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $691139 over 

source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current ~opulation Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers, 2 5  to 34 years old 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1 .00  1 .25  2.00 3 .00  4.00 5 .00  
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1 .99  2.99 3.99 4 .99  over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17 ,285  $27 ,656  $41,484 $55 ,312  $69,140 
than to to to to GO and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27 ,655  $41,483 $ 5 5 1 3 1 ~  $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233  



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Male civilian workers, 25 to 34 years old 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

~ e s s  $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to t9 and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current ~opulation Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 

301-763-8300 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers, 3 5  to 5 4  years old 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1 .00  1 . 2 5  2 . 0 0  3 .00  4 . 0 0  5 .00  
than to to to to to and 
1 . 0 0  1 . 2 4  1 .99  2 .99  3 .99  4 .99  over 

INTERVALS IN 1 9 9 3  DOLLARS 

Less $13 ,828  $17,285 $ 2 7 , 6 5 6  $41,484 $55,312 $ 6 9 1  1 4 0  
than to to to to to and 

YEAR $13 ,828  $17 ,284  $27,655 $ 4 1 , 4 8 3  $ 5 5 , 3 1 1  $ 6 9 1 1 3 9  over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current ~opulation Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 4 1 0  Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers, 55 to 64 years old 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

.Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69 I 140 
than to to to to so and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current ~0pulat10n Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers, not a high school graduate 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1 .00  1 . 2 5  2 .00  3 .00  4 . 0 0  5 .00  
than to to to to to and 
1 .00  1 . 2 4  1 .99  2.99 3 .99  4 . 9 9  over 

.. 
INTERVALS IN 1993  DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17 ,285  $27,656 $41 ,484  $55 ,312  $69,140 
than to to to to to and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27 ,655  $41,483 $ 5 5 , 3 1 1  $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 4 1 0  Iverson 
Washington DC 20233  



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY,RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers, high school grad, no college 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less . 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5 .00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $551 312 $69 1 4 0  
than to to to to Go and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $ 4 1  , 483 $55 I 3 1 1  $69 I 139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers, some college, no degree 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to $0 and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $691139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 herson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers, college graduate 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1 . 0 0  1 .25  2.00 3 .00  4 . 0 0  5.00 
than 
1.00  

to and 
4.99 , over 

INTERVALS IN 1993  DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to tJO and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27 ,655  $41,483 $ 5 3 , 3 1 1  $ 6 9 1 1 3 9  over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current ~opulation Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian male workers, not high school graduate 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1 . 0 0  1 .25  2.00 3.00 4 .00  5 .00  
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1 .24  1 .99  2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

.. 
INTERVALS IN 1993  DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55 ,312  $ 6 9 1 ~ ~ ~  
than to to to to to and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27 ,655  $41,483 $ 5 5 , 3 1 1  $ 6 9 1 ~ ~ ~  over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys, 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian male workers, high school grad, no college 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55, 312 $69,140 
than to to to to $0 and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian male workers, some college, no degree 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to t-9 and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian male workers, college graduate 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $691140 
than to to to to 50 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $5-51 311 $69 I 139 
and 
over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current ~opulation Surveys* 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian female workers, not high school graduate 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

.. 
INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 . , 

than to to to to $0 and 
YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $69,139 over 

U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys. 
contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian female workers, high school grad, no college 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00' 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to t.9 and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $691139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian female workers, some college, no degree 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
i 

than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to tS and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population SUrVeyS. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian female workers, college graduate 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1 . 0 0  1 .25  2 .00  3 .00  4 .00  5 .00  
than to to to to to and 
1 .00  1 .24  1.99 2.99 3.99 4 .99  over 

INTERVALS IN 1 9 9 3  DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41 ,484  $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to to and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $ 3 5 , 3 1 1  $69, l ' j 9  over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers, White 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1 . 0 0  1 . 2 5  2 .00  3.00 4.00 5 .00  
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1 . 9 9  2 .99  3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993  DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17 ,285  $27 ,656  $41,484 $55 ,312  $ 6 9 1  1 4 0  
than to to to to tF and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $ 5 5 , 3 1 1  $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCE1;T DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers, Black 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3 .00  4 .00  5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1 .24  1.99 2 .99  3.99 4 .99  over 

INTERVALS IN 1993  DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27 ,656  $41,484 $ 5 5 1 ~ ~ ~  $69,140 
than to to to to t-0 and 

YEAR $13  , 828 $17,284 $27,655 $41.483 $ 5 5 1  311 139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Civilian workers, Hispanic origin 
$ 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to ' to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to $0 and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys- 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Male civilian workers, White 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1 . 0 0  1.25 2.00 3.00 4 .00  5.00 

than to to to to to and 
1.00  1 .24  1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $ 5 5 1  312 $69,140 

than to to to to t9 and 
YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $ 5 5 1  3 1 1  $ 6 9 1 1 3 9  over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys* 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Male civilian workers, Black 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than 
1.00 

to , to and 
3.99 4.99 over - 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to tJO and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Male civilian workers, Hispanic Origin 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to to and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys- 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Female civilian workers, White. 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to so and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Female civilian workers, Black 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to t~ and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $55,311 $69,139 over 

1979 24.3 19': 6 33.8 18.2 3.7 0.3 0.2 

1980 25.7 15.9 40.3 15.4 2.0 0.5 0.3 
1981 29.3 18.8 34.8 14.1 2.3 0.5 0.2 
1982 24.3 19.8 36.5 15.8 3.0 0.4 0.2 
1983 26.6 15.0 38.2 15.4 4.0 0.5 0.4 
1984 25.6 18.1 31.7 20.0 3.5 0.7 0.4 

1985 29.1 13.0 36.0 17.7 3.4 0.6 0.2 
1986 28.5 12.8 34.7 18.0 4.4 0.9 0.8 
1987 24.7 14.8 35.3 18.3 5.8 0.8 0.4 
1988 27.1 11.2 36.0 19.7 4.4 1.1 0.4 
1989 24.5 11.9 35.9 19.6 6.2 1.1 0.8 

1990 27.0 13.5 30.6 22.0 4.8 1.4 0.8 
1991 26.9 12.2 35.1 19.2 4.6 1.4 0.7 

1992 (80) 26.9 12.8 33.6 17.8 7.3 1.3 0.3 
1992 (90) 26.9 12.9 33.7 17.8 7.3 1.3 0.3 

1993 26.8 13.4 32.3 20.1 5.1 1.3 1.0 
1994 25.8 15.5 31.7 18.2 5.2 1.8 1.8 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current ~opulation Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 

301-763-8300 

1 



PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS 
BY RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

UN1VERSE:Female civilian workers,  isp panic Origin 

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO LOW EARNINGS THRESHOLD 

Less 1.00 1.25 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
than to to to to to and 
1.00 1.24 1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 over 

.. 
INTERVALS IN 1993 DOLLARS 

Less $13,828 $17,285 $27,656 $41,484 $55,312 $69,140 
than to to to to \O and 

YEAR $13,828 $17,284 $27,655 $41,483 $53,311 $69,139 over 

Source: U.S.Bureau of the Census, March Current population Surveys. 
Contact: Jack McNeil 

U.S.Bureau of the Census 
Room 410 Iverson 
Washington DC 20233 




