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Figure 9.
Distribution of People by Income-to-Poverty Ratios and Age: 2023
(In percent)
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Note: Official+ includes unrelated individuals under the age of 15. Population as of March of the following year. Details may not sum to totals 
due to rounding. More information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar24.pdf>. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2024 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC). 
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The methodological differences 
between the official poverty 
measure and the SPM not only 
result in different poverty rates, 
but also affect the entire distribu-
tion of income-to-poverty ratios. 
These ratios indicate how close 
someone’s income or resources 
are to the poverty line by dividing 
their resources by their poverty 

threshold. If the resulting ratio is 
below 0.5, for example, it indi-
cates that income or resources fall 
below 50 percent of the poverty 
threshold; if it were more than 2.0, 
it would indicate that income or 
resources were more than twice 
the poverty threshold. Figure 
9 compares the distribution of 
the SPM and official+ measure’s 
income-to-poverty ratio categories 
for the total population and major 
age categories (Table B-5).32, 33

A smaller share of the total popu-
lation had incomes below half of 
their poverty threshold using the 
SPM (4.4 percent) than the official+ 
methodology (5.2 percent). In the 
middle of the distribution, more 
individuals had income-to-poverty 
ratios in the 0.50 to 0.99, 1.00 to 
1.99, and 2.00 to 3.99 ratio cat-
egories when using the SPM than 
when using the official+ measure. 
At the top of the distribution, 
about twice as many people had 
incomes 4.00 or more times the 




