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Figure 6.
Poverty Rates Using the O�cial+ and Supplemental Poverty Measures: 2009 to 2023

O�cial+ 

SPM

12.9

11.1

Percent

15.1

14.4

Recession

Note: Official+ includes unrelated individuals under the age of 15. Population as of March of the following year. The Supplemental Poverty Measure 
(SPM) estimates for 2019 and beyond reflect the implementation of revised SPM methodology. More information is available in the SPM technical 
documenation at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/supplemental-poverty-measure/datasets/spm/spm_techdoc.pdf>. The data for 
2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the 
redesigned income questions. Refer to Table B-2 for historical footnotes. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years. 
Information on recessions is available in Appendix C. More information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions is available at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar24.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2024 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

POVERTY ESTIMATES FOR 
2023: OFFICIAL+ AND SPM

Figure 6 presents SPM and 
official+ estimates from 2009 to 
2023.28 The overall SPM rate (12.9 
percent) was 1.8 percentage points 
higher than the official+ rate (11.1 
percent) in 2023 (Table B-4). 
This is an increase from the 0.9 
percentage-point gap between 
measures in 2022, which is largely 
due to a difference in how the 
poverty thresholds are adjusted 
each year.29 Between 2022 and 
2023, base SPM thresholds—
those adjusted for housing tenure 
but not geographic location or 
family composition—increased 
between 6.8 and 8.6 percent, while 
the official poverty thresholds 
increased 4.1 percent.30

Figure 7 displays the difference 
in poverty rates between the two 
poverty measures for the selected 

demographic characteristics. SPM 
rates were higher than official+ 
rates for most groups in the figure 
but were lower for children and 
cohabiting partners. Official+ and 
SPM rates were not statistically 
different for the Black, American 
Indian and Alaska Native, and Two 
or More Races populations. 

Figure 8 shows official+ and SPM 
rates from 2009 to 2023 by age 
(Table B-2). In 2023, the SPM rate 
for children (13.7 percent) was 
lower than the official+ rate (15.2 
percent). The gap between the 
two measures continued to narrow 
(down to 1.5 percentage points in 
2023) following a 10.1 percentage-
point gap in 2021. The large gap 
in 2021 resulted from the inclusion 
of pandemic-era tax and noncash 
benefit program expansions. These 
are included in the SPM but not 
the official poverty measure, which 

only includes money income. The 
subsequent narrowing in 2022 was 
due in part to the expiration of 
those pandemic-era programs. 

The SPM rate was higher than the 
official+ rate for both adult age 
groups. The SPM rate for 18- to 
64-year-olds was 12.2 percent, 
while the official+ rate was 10.0 
percent. Those 65 years and older 
had the largest gap between mea-
sures (4.4 percentage points), with 
an SPM rate of 14.2 percent and 
an official+ rate of 9.7 percent.31 
The larger gap among those 65 
years and older was primarily due 
to differences in the treatment of 
medical expenses between the two 
measures—medical expenses are 
subtracted from resources in the 
SPM but are not accounted for in 
the official poverty measure. 




