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Size of the U.S. Armed Forces and
Number of Veterans Since 1915

A Century of Serving

(Numbers in millions)
B U.S. armed forces

World War I ) . Y
12.1 million men in Surge in American troops in Vietnam
arms, 1945 3.5 million men in arms, 1968
World War |
15 2.9 million men in Korean War
arms, 1918 3.6 million men in All-Volunteer Force
10 arms, 1952 Draft ends. U.S. moves to an
all-volunteer force, 1973
5
0

1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2017

Those Who Served

(Numbers in millions)

o/ *
B U.S. veterans 14 o
WV Percent of the male 18+ population v
. (o)
WV Percent of the female 18+ population 3;6 Jeo,
o
30
v 1%
25 v
3;% 14%
20 A 4
15
10 15%
\ 4
5
0

1915 [ 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 | 1945 1950 | 1955 1960 1966 | 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 | 2015 2017

World War | World War Il Korean War Vietnam War Global War on Terror

. Source: U.S. Department of Defense; U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical Abstracts
® , ,
Unlted States us. Department of Commerce of the United States, 2005 to 2017 American Community Survey, 1-Year

Economics and Statistics Administration Estimates; and U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU *Note: The 1980 decennial census was the first to ask veteran status of both

e Bureau census.gov ' . men and women.
For more information on the ACS, see census.gov/acs




