
Source: U.S. Department of Defense; U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical Abstracts 
of the United States, 2005 to 2017 American Community Survey, 1-Year 

Estimates; and U.S. Department of Veterans A�airs
*Note: The 1980 decennial census was the first to ask veteran status of both 

men and women.
For more information on the ACS, see census.gov/acs
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Number of Veterans Since 1915
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     U.S. veterans
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A Century of Serving
(Numbers in millions)
 U.S. armed forces

World War I 
2.9 million men in 
arms, 1918

World War II
12.1 million men in 
arms, 1945

Korean War
3.6 million men in 
arms, 1952

Surge in American troops in Vietnam
3.5 million men in arms, 1968

All-Volunteer Force
Draft ends. U.S. moves to an 
all-volunteer force, 1973
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