
This U.S. industry comprises establishments primarily engaged in operating wind electric power generation facilities. 

Using wind power to drive a turbine, these facilities produce electric energy, which is then provided to electric power 

transmission systems or to electric power distribution systems.

Wind Electric Power 
Generation Employees 

Wind electric employees 
5,347 (40.3%)**

Solar electric employees
1,582 (11.9%)

Hydroelectric employees
3,464 (26.1%)

Biomass electric employees
1,424 (10.7%)

Geothermal electric employees
1,235 (9.3%)

Other electric power generation employees
224 (1.7%)***
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Total renewable wind electric power generation employees in the U.S.: 5,347
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Total renewable power generation employees
in the U.S.: 13,276*

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 Economic Census, Geographic Area Series, Utilities Sector.

*The Department of Energy defines Renewable Energy under 42 U.S.C. § 15852(b) as electric energy generated from solar, wind, biomass, landfill gas, 
ocean, geothermal, municipal solid waste, or new hydroelectric generation.

**This figure reflects the total number of paid employees at employer establishments classified in the Wind Electric Power Generation (NAICS 221115) 
industry, regardless of employee occupations which vary across industries.

***This U.S. industry comprises establishments primarily engaged in operating electric power generation facilities (except hydroelectric, fossil fuel, 
nuclear, solar, wind, geothermal, biomass). These facilities convert other forms of energy, such as tidal power, into electric energy, which is then 
provided to electric power transmission systems or to electric power distribution systems.


