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U.S. RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION STATISTICS 
 

CUSTOMER INFORMATION PACKAGE 
 

Residential Construction Branch 
Economic Indicators Division 

U.S. Census Bureau 
Washington, D.C. 20233-6900 

 
SUBJECT-MATTER: 
 

Data files are available for Housing Units Authorized by Building Permits 
 
GEOGRAPHIC COVERAGE & DATA AVAILABILITY: 
 

Building Permits Data: 
 

Data tabulated by State, Metropolitan Area (MA), County, and individual permit-
issuing places are available as ASCII, comma-delimited files. Data are shown for 
the number of buildings, number of housing units, and permit valuation within four 
sizes of residential buildings: (1) single family houses (attached and detached 
combined), (2) two-unit buildings, (3) three- and four-unit buildings, and 
(4) residential buildings with five or more units.  
 
 
 United States and four Census regions - These are available free on the 

Internet as PDF or Excel files (http://www.census.gov/construction/bps). 
 
 States (aggregated totals are shown for each state, division, region, and the 

United States). These are available free on the Internet as text files or can be 
downloaded as ASCII, comma-delimited files. 
(http://www.census.gov/construction/bps)  

 
 Metropolitan Areas – The files show aggregated totals for Core-Based 

Statistical Areas (CBSAs). These are available free on the Internet as text files or 
can be downloaded as ASCII, comma-delimited files. 
(http://www.census.gov/construction/bps) 

 
 Counties – The monthly files show county totals for all counties in which every 

permit office is requested to report monthly (about 900+). The annual file 
displays all counties.  These are available free on the Internet 
(http://censtats.census.gov/bldg/bldgprmt.shtml) or can be downloaded as 
ASCII, comma-delimited files. 

 
 Individual permit offices –files are available for entire regions. Data are 

included for the permit issuing places within the region, sorted by state and 
place. County and state totals are not included on these ASCII files. Monthly 
data are shown for the places that are requested to report monthly. Annual data 
are shown for all permit-issuing places in the region. These can be looked up on 
the Internet (http://censtats.census.gov/bldg/bldgprmt.shtml) or can be 
downloaded as ASCII, comma-delimited files – for free. 
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The Monthly Cumulative Data files are available free of charge, 
but not on the Internet.  To obtain these files, please call the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s Residential Construction Branch on 301-763-5160.  
 
These files show all months of the calendar year for each permit office that is 
requested to report monthly (about 9,000). Prior months of the year are shown 
with the latest data available (late reports and corrections modify previous 
data). The annual file contains the latest monthly data for each permit office that 
is requested to report monthly. There is no annual data on this file. 

 
 
 Building Permit sample files and documentation are available on the Internet     

at the following location: http://www.census.gov/construction/sample.html 
 
The chart on the next page below shows the data series and the time periods for which 
they are available. 
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 Data Series 

 
 Available Dates 

 
   State: 
 
        Current Month/Year to Date 
        
        Annual 

 
 
 
January 1988 - Present 
 
1980 – Present 

 
 

 
 

 
   Metropolitan Area: 
 
        Current Month/Year to Date 
         
        Annual 

 
 
 
January 1988 - Present 
 
1980 – Present 

 
 

 
 

 
   County:    
 
        Current Month/ Year to Date 
 
        Annual 

 
 
 
January 2000 - Present 
 
1990 – Present 

 
 

 
 

 
   Place-Level: 
 
        Current Month/Year to Date 
      
        Annual 
 
        Cumulative*** 

 
 
 
January 1988 - Present 
 
1980 - Present 
 
Monthly:   January 1998 - Present 
Annual:    1997 - Present 
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**Detailed Example For Importing Permits Files to Microsoft Excel: 
 
Save the Building Permits files to either your desktop or your hard drive  
 
Run Excel 

 
Click File - Open 
 
Under "Look in" go to the area where the Building Permits files were saved:  
In this example the files are saved under: 
M:\ADC Construction Indicator Programs\RCB\BPERMITS\FILES\RES\PLACE\UNCOMPRS 
 

 
 
 
Click <Open> 
On the next screen will be the Text Import Wizard  
In Step 1of 3, Select ‘Delimited’ radio button  
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Click <Next> 
 
 
In Step 2 of 3, Select ‘Comma’ as the delimiter – it’s okay to leave ‘Tab’ selected. 
In the Data Preview window, you can see that the data are now in columns. 
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In Step 3 of 3, Select columns from ‘Survey Date’ through ‘Place Name’ and mark them as Text; 
leaving the other columns as General 
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Click <Finish> 
 
The Excel file is now created with headers and data in columns. 
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