
three disability domains are
defined in the text box titled
“Definitions of a Disability in a
Communication, Mental, or
Physical Domain.”

About 28.3 million people, or 12.3
percent of the population aged 15
and older, had disabilities in one
domain—2.7 million in communica-
tion, 20.8 million in physical, and
4.9 million in mental (Table B-1). Of
the 14.7 million people who had
disabilities in two domains, 7.3 mil-
lion had disabilities in communica-
tion and physical, 710,000 had dis-
abilities in communication and
mental, and 6.7 million had disabili-
ties in physical and mental. About
4.7 million people had disabilities in
all three domains. Roughly 1.3 mil-
lion people had disabilities not cate-
gorized into a domain.

ECONOMIC
CHARACTERISTICS

Poverty Status

As shown in Table B-2, among peo-
ple aged 25 to 64 with a severe
disability, 27.1 percent were in
poverty, compared with 12.0 per-
cent for people with a nonsevere
disability and 9.1 percent for peo-
ple with no disability. Among peo-
ple aged 65 and older, the poverty
rate was 10.1 percent for people
with a severe disability, 8.5 per-
cent for people with a nonsevere
disability, and 6.6 percent for peo-
ple with no disability.22

Program Participation

For the population aged 25 to 64,
program participation through cash
assistance, food stamps, and subsi-
dized housing programs was more
prevalent among people with a
severe disability than people with a
nonsevere disability and people

with no disability. Table B-2 shows
that 57.0 percent of people with a
severe disability received some
form of public assistance, compared
with 16.3 percent of people with a
nonsevere disability and 7.3 percent
of people with no disability. 

At 21.6 percent, people with a
severe disability were about three
times as likely to receive food
stamps as people with a nonsevere
disability (6.9 percent) and six
times as likely as people with no
disability (3.6 percent). The per-
centage of people with a severe
disability residing in public or sub-
sidized housing (12.1 percent) was
also higher than percentages for
people with a nonsevere disability
and people with no disability—
3.1 percent and 1.8 percent,
respectively.

Employment

Fewer than half (45.6 percent) of
people with a disability between the
ages of 21 and 64 were employed
at the end of the interview period,

shown in Table B-3. People with a
nonsevere disability were less likely
to be employed than people with
no disability, 75.2 percent and 83.5
percent, respectively. People report-
ing a severe disability were the
least likely to be employed (30.7
percent). Figure 4 shows that for
people with no disability, 62.9 per-
cent worked full-time, while 48.1
percent of those with a nonsevere
disability and 15.6 percent of those
with a severe disability worked full-
time. More than two-thirds (69.3
percent) of people with a severe
disability were not employed, com-
pared with 24.8 percent of people
with a nonsevere disability and 16.5
percent of people with no disability.

Employment also varied by specific
disability type. At 59.1 percent,
people with difficulty hearing were
more likely to be employed than
people with difficulty seeing, at
40.8 percent. Of people with one or
more ADL limitations, 19.5 percent
were employed, not statistically dif-
ferent from 22.2 percent of people
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22 In the 65-and-older age group, the
poverty rates for people with severe and
nonsevere disability were not statistically
different.

Figure 4. 
Employment Status by Disability Status for 
Individuals 21 to 64 Years: 2005 
(Percent) 
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Note: Not employed includes unemployed people and people not in the labor force. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 
June–September 2005. 


